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T0 THE READER.

S

AN invidious falfehood having appear-
ed in the Oracle of the 25th, and the Star
of the 27th of April 1792, with a view to
hurt my charaer ¥, and to difcredit and
prevent the fale of my Narrative, affert-
ing, that.I was born in the Danith ifland
of Santa Cruz, in the Weft Indies +, . it is

neceflary

» ¢ Speak of me as I am, -

Nothing extenuate, nor fet down aught
In mahcc.”-———-—-

+ I may now juftly fay,
¢¢ There is a luft in man no charm can tame,
<« Of loudly publifhing his neighbour’s fhame ;
¢¢ On eagles wings immortal fcandals fly,
_¢¢ But virtuous actions are but born and dxe.

London. The County Chronicle, and Weekly
: a2 Adv emfc r
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neceflary that, in this edition, I fhould take
-notice theteof, and it is only needful for
me to_appeal to thofe numerous and re-

fpe&able perfons of character who knew

- me when I firft arrived in England, and
could fpeak no languwage but that of

Africa ¥, : \ ,

. Under this appeal, I now offer this edi-

tion of my Narrative te the candid reader,

and to the friends of humanity, hoping it

Advertifer for Effex, Herts, Kent, Surrey, Middle-
fex, &c. Tuefday, February 1gth, 1788, (Poft-"
deript.) v ' ,
¢« We are forry the want of room prevents us
from giving place to the favours of GusTAVUsV As-
5A on the Slave-trade. The zeal of this worthy
African, in favour of hisbrethren, would do ho--
nour to any -colour, or to any caufe. ~

¥ My friend Mrs. Baynes, formerly Mifs Guerin, .
at Southampton, and ‘many ‘others of *her friends. -

John Hill, Efq. Cuftom-houfe, Dublin. :

Admiral Afffeck. v

Admiral George Belfour, Portfmouth.

Captain 'Gallia, ‘Greenock. :

Mrs. Shaw, James-ftrect, Covent-Garden, Lon-
don. A 3

!

- 4 \ may
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may ftill be the means, in its meafure, of.
fowing the enormous cruglties pradifed
on my fable brethren, and firengthening
the generous emalation now peevailing in
this country, to puta fpeedy end, to:a traf-

fic both cruel and unjuft. L ‘

Londsm, Aug!gﬂ* 1793

4

LETTER.
N ,

Arexanpzr Tirrock To Joun MonrerTh, Esq,
GLrascow, ‘

DEAR SR, , '
Your note of the 3oth ult. I would
have an{wered in courfe; but wifhed firft to be able
to inform you what paper we had taken the article -
from which refpe@ed Gustavus Yassa. By this
%a/y’s poft, have fent you a copy of the Oracle of
Wednefday the 25th—in the lal{ column 6f the 3d

page, you will find the article from which we in-
. - a3 _ ferted
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ferted the one in the Star of the 27th ult.—If it be

-erroneous,- you will fee it had not its origin with
us. Asto G. V. I know nothing about him,

- After examining the paragraph in the Oracle,
which immediately follows the one in queftion, I
am inclined to believe that the one refpefting G.
V. may have been fabricated by fome of the advo-
cates for continuing the Slave-trade, for the pur-
pofe of weakening the foree of the evidence brought
againft that trade; for, I believe, if.they could, -
they would ftifle the evidence altogether.

Having fent you the Oracle, we have fent all
that we can fay about the bufinefs. I am,
DEeaRr Sir, :
Your moft humble Servant, .
: Arex. T1LLocH.
Star Office, 5th May, 1792,

LETTER
- FroM THE Rev..J, BAKER, oF MAY FAIrR CHa- " -

PEL, LoNDON, Te MR. GusTAvus Vassa, AT
Davip DaLE’s, Esq. GLAsGOWw. '

DEARr Sir, ’

I went after Mr. Millan (the printer of

the Oracle), but he was not at home. I underftood

that an apology wouldbe made to you, and I defired

it might be a pioper one, fuch as would give fair,

fatisfalfion, and take off any.difadvantageous im-
' ‘ T preflions



( Vii~ ) .

prefions which the paragraph alluded to may have
made. Whether the matter will bear an action or
not, I do not know, and have not inquired whether
you can punifh by law ; hecaufe I think it is not
worth while to goto theexpence of a law-fuit, efpe-
cially if a proper apology is made ; for,-can any man
that reads your Narrative believe that you are nota
native of Africa?—I fee therefore no good reafon
for not printing a fifth edition, on account of a
fcandalous paragraph in a new{paper.
-+ . I remain, o :
Dgar Sir,
Your fincere friend,

: J. Baker.
Grofvenor-firect, May 14, 1792. ‘

“ o 7o
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To the Lords Spiritual and. T em-
‘poral, and the Commons of
the Parlmment of  Great Bn-
tain. . : o

- My Lords aﬂd Gem‘lemeﬂ, L

VI PN

ERMIT me w1th thc greateﬁ deference
and refpe, to lay at your feet the follow-
‘ing genuine Narrative; the chief deﬁ%
of which is to excite' in your auguft
femblies a fenfe of compafiion for the mi-
feries which the Slave-trade has entailed
on my unfortunate countrymen.’ By the
horrors of that trade was I firft torn away
from all the tender connexions that were -
naturally dear to my heart’; but thefe,
through the myfterious ways of Provi-
dence, I ought to regard as infinitely more™
‘than compenfated by the introduction I
have thence obtained to the knowledge
_of the Chriftian religion, and of a nation
. which, by its liberal fentiments, its hu-
manity, the glorious freedom of its go-
' vernment,
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vernment, and its- proficiency in arts. arnd
fciences, bhas :cxaltei the dignity of human
nature. S o x
I am fenfible ¥ ought to entreat your
pardon for addreffing to- you a work fo
wholly devoid of literary merit; but, as
the produ&ion of an unlettered African,
who is actuated by the hope of hecoming
an inftrument towards the relief of his {uf-
fering countrymen, I truft ¢hat fich a man,
pleading in fuch a caufe, will be acquitted
of boldnefs and prefumption. ,
May the God of Heaven infpire your

hearts with peculiar benevolence on that
important day when the queftion of Abo-
lition is to be difcuflfed, when thoufands,
in confequence of your determination, are

to look for Happinefs or Mifery }

Iam, Co-
My Lorbs and GENTLEMEN,

Your moft obedient, . _ o
And devoted humble fervant, .
OLauDAun EQUiANg,
© OR S
. GusTAvUs VAssa
March, 1789. L ,
. ag ) Teo
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To tar CHAIRMAN or Tas COMMITTEES roz
THE ABOLITION orf Tae SLAVE TRADE.

- Magdalen College, Cambridge, May 26, 1790,
GENTLEMEN, )

ITAKE the liberty, as being joined
with you in the fame laudable endeavours to fup-
port the caufe of humanity in the abolition of the -
Slave Trade, to recommend to your proteétion the
bearer of this note, GusTAvUs VAssa, an African;
and to beg the favour of your affiftance to him in
the fale of his book.

~ Iam, with great refpe&t,
GENTLEMEN,
- . Your maft obedient fervant,
' P. PEckARD.

~

 Manchefier, Fuly 23, 1790,

‘THomAs WALKER has great pleafure

in recommending the fale of the NAKRATIVE of

_ GustAavUs Vassa to the friends of juftice and hu- -

manity, he being well entitled to their protetion .

and fupport, from the united teftimonies of the -

Rev. T. Clarkfon of Loridon; Dr. Peckard, of

Cambridge ; and Sampfon and Charles Lloyd,
Efgrs. of Birmingham.

. Sbfﬁflé,
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Sheffeldy Auguft 20, 1790.
IN confequence of the recommenda-
tion of Dr. Peckard of Cambridge ; Meflrs. Lloyd
of Birmingham ; the Rev. T. Clarkfon of London ;
Thomas Walker, Thomas Cooper, and Ifaac Mofs,
Efgrs. of Manchefter ; we beg leave alfo to recom-
mend the fale of the NarrATIVE of GusTAvUs
Vassa to the friends of humanity in the town and
neighbourhood of Sheffield. ~
r. Brown, " Rev. Ja. Wilkinfon,
Wm. Shore, Efq. Rev. Edw. Goodwin,
Samuel Marthall, John Barlow.

Nottingham, 19th Fanuary, 1791,
- I~ confequence of the refpe&table re-
commendation of feveral gentlemen of the firft cha-
ralter, who have borne teftimony to the good fenfe,
-intelle€tual improvements,and integrity of GusTa-
vus Vassa, lately of that injured and opprefled
clafs of men, the injured Africans; and further
convinced of the juftice of his recommendations,
from our own perfonal interviews with him, we
take the liberty alfo to réecommend the faid Gus-
TAVUs Vassa to the protetion and affiftance of
. the friends of humanity. .

F. Wakefield, Rev. G. Walker,

T Bolton, John Morris, - :
Thomas Hawkfley, Jofeph Rigfby, Re&or,
Francis Hart, St. Peters, '

S. White, M. D. Samuel Smith,

J. Hancock, John Wright,

ab LET-
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LETTER
To. Mr. O’BrieN, CARRICKFERGUS,

(Per favour of MR. GusTAVUs VAssa.)

Belfaft, December 25, 17g1.
DEeaRr Sir, ‘
The bearer of this; Mr, GusTavus
_'VAss.A., an enlightened African, of gooed fenfe,
agreeable manners, and of an excellent chara&ter,
and who comes well recommended to this place, and
noticed by the firft people here, goes to-morrow
for your town, for the purpofe ff‘ vending fome -
beoks, written by himfelf, which isa Narrative of
his own Life.and. Su&'enngs, with fome account of
his native coufitry and its inhabitantg. He was torn
from his relatives and country (by the more favage
' white men of England) at an early ‘period in life ;
-and during his rehdence in England, at which time
I have feen him, during my agency. for the Ameri-
- can prifoners, with Sir William Dolben, Mr. Gran-
ville Sharp, Mr. Wilkes, and many ether diftin-
_guithed’ charaéters ; he- fupported an nreproach-
- able charadter, and Was a pringipal: inftrament in
bfinging about the motion for a repeal-of the Slave-
act. %eg leave to introduce him to your netice
and civility ; and if you can fpare the time, your
introduétion of him perfomlly te your #mghbours
" may be of effential benefit to him.
. Iam,
. Sir,
Your obednent h.umbie fervant,
‘Thos. PiccEs.

LET-
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LETTER
To RowLAND WEBSTER, EsQ, STOCKTON. -

(Per_favour of MR GusTavus Vassa.)

DEAR Sir, : o
o I TAKE the liberty to introduce to
your knowledge Mr. GusTavus V assa,an African
of diftinguifhed merit. He hasrecommendationsto
Stockton, and I am happy in adding to the number.
To the principal fupporters of the Bill for the Abo-
lition of the Slave-trade he is well known ; and he
has, himfelf, been very inftramental in promoting a
plan fo truly conducive to the interefts of Religion
and Hunianity. Mr. ¥V assa has publithed a Narra-
tive which clearly delineates the iniquity of thatun=
natural and defirudtive cominerce ; and I am able to
affert, from my own experience, that he has not
exaggerated in a fingle particular. -This work has
been mentioned in very favourable terms by thg Re-
viewers, and fully demonftrates thit genius and
worth are not limited to country or complexion.—
He has with him fome copies for fale, and if you
can conveniently affift him in the difpofal thereof,
you will greatly oblige, o

. DeaAr Sir, -

Your friend and fervant,
WiiLiam Epbis.

Durbam, Of. 2§, 1792,

Hull,
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Hull, November 12,’ 1792,

Tue bearer hereof, Mr. Gustavus Vassa, an,
African, is recommended to us by the Rev. Dr.
Peckard, Dean of Peterborough, and by many other
very refpeftable charalers, as an intelligent and
upright man ; and as we have no doubt but the ac-
* counts we have received are grounded on the beft
_ authority, we recommend him to the affiftance of
the friends of humanity in this town, in promoting
~ fubferiptions ta an interefting Narrative of his Life.

John Sykes, Mayor, R. A. Harrifon, Efq.
Thomas Clarke, Vicar, Jof. R. Peafe, Efq.

William Hornby, Efq. of Gainfborough.

MONTHLY
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MONTHLY REVIEW
FOR JUNE 1789. PAGE j5s1.

WE entertdin no doubt of the general
authenticity of this very intelligent African’s ftory ;
though it is not improbable that fome Englith.wri-
ter has affifted him in the compilement, or, at leaft,
the corre@ion of his book; for it it fufficiently
well-written. The Narrative wears an honeft face ;
and we have conceived a good opinion of the man,
from the artlefs manner in which he has detailed
the variety of adventures and viciflitudes which
have fallen to his lot. His publication appears very
feafonably, at a time when negroe-flavery is the
fubje@ of public inveftigation ; and it feems calcu-
lated-to increafe the odium that has been excited
againft the Weft-India planters, on account of the
cruelties that fome are faid to have exercifed on
their flaves, many inflances of which are here de-
tailed.

The fable author of this valume appears to be a
very fenfible man ; and he is, furely, not the lefs
worthy of credit from being a convert to Chrifti-
anity.  He is a Methodift, and has filled many
pages towards the end of his work, with accounts of
hisdreams, vifions, and divine influences; but all this,
fuppofing him to have been under any delufive in-
fluence, only ferves to convince us that he is guided
by principle, and that he is not one of thofe poor
converts, who having undergone the ceremony of
baptifm, have remained content with that portion
only of the Chriftian religion ; inftances of which

: are
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are faid to be almoft innumerable in America and
the Weft Indies. - ; ,

GusTavys VAssa appears to poflefs a very dif-
ferent charaéter; and, therefore, we heartily with
fuceefs to his publication, which we are glad to fee
has been encauraged by a very refpedable fubfcrip~

tion.

’

The Generar Macazine and ImpaRTIAL
" Review for JuLy 1789, chara@erizes this
Work in the following Terms:

o ¢ This is ¢ a round unvarnithed tale”
% of the checquered adventures of an African, who,
¢ early in life, was torn from his native country, by
¢ thofe favage dealers in a traffic difgraceful to hu-
€ manity, and which has fixed a ftain on the legifla-
¢ ture of Britain. The Narrative appears to be writ-
¢ ten with much truth and implicity. The author’s
¢ account of the manners of the natives of his own "
¢ province (Eboe) is interefting and pleafing ; and
- ¢ the reader, unlefs perchance he is either a Wefl~
¢ India planter, or Liverpool merchant, will find his
¢ humanity often feverely wounded by the fhamelefs
¢ barbarity’ pratifed towards the author’s haplefs .
¢ countrymen in all our colonies ; if he feel, as he .
¢ ought, the opprefled and the oppreflors will equal-
¢ ly excite his pity and indignation. That fo un~
¢ jult, fo iniquitous a commerce may be abolithed,
¢ is our ardent with ; and we heartily join in_our
' ¢ author’s
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¢ author’s praier, ““ That the God of Heaven may
‘“ infpire the hearts of our Reprefentatives in Par-

¢ liament, with peculiurnbenevolence on that im- -

“ portant day when fo interefting a queftion is to
¢ be difcuffed ; when thoufands, in confequence of
“ their determination, are to look for happinefs or
¢ mifery !*? " ol '

, Taé—kipg'l reception which this Work

“has mret with from many hundred perfons, of alt de™

nominations, demands the Author’s méft fincere
 thanks to his numerops friends ; and he ‘moft ref-
pe&tfully fblicies the favour and encourdgément of
the candid and unprejudiced:friends of the Afticanss

. .

avrse

s
i
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THE LIFE OF

" GUSTAVUS VASSA.

CHAP. I

The Author’s accoust of bis cowitry, and their
manners and cuffoms— Adminifiration of juf~
‘tice — Embrenché — Marriage ceremony, and
public Entertainments — Mode of living— Drefs
— Manufaéiures — Buildings— Commerce =
Agriculture—War and Religion— Superfiition
of the natives—Funeral ceremoniss of* the priefls
or magicians—Curious mode of difcovering poi-
fon—Some bints concerning the origin of the
anthor’s countrymen, with the opinions of dif.
Jerent writers on that fubject, '

X I BELIEVE itis difficult for thofe who pub-
lith their own memoirs to efcape the im-
pwtation of vanity ; nor is this the only dii-
advantage under which they labour ; it 1s alfo
their misfortune, that whatever ts uncommon

is rarely, if ever, believed; and what is obvious

: - A we
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we are apt to turn from thh difguft, and te
- charge the writer with impertinence. Peo-
. ple generally think thofe memoirs only wor-
“thy to be read or remembered which abound
. in great or {triking events; thofe, in fhort,
~which in a high degree excite either admira~
. tion or pity : all others they confign to.con-
tempt and oblivion. _lItis, therefore, I con-.
fes, not a little hazardous, in a private and
obfcure individual, and a ftranger too, thus
to follicit the indulgent a[tentlon of the pub-
lic ; efpecially when I own I offer here the
hiftory of neither a faint; a hero,. nor a ty-
rant. I believe there are a few events in my
life which have not happened to many ; it is
true the incidents of it are numerous ;-and,
did I confider myfelf an European, 1 mlght
fay my f{ufferings were grest; but when I
compare my lot with that of moft of my coun-
- trymen, 1 regard mylelf as a particular fa-
vourite of Heaven, and acknowledge the mer-.
cies of providence in every occurrence of ‘my
life. If, then, the following narrative does not
appear fuﬂicxently interefting to engage ge-
neral attenuon, le; ‘my mouve be fome ex-
cufe for its publication. 1 am, nat foolifhly- -
vain as to expe&t from it either immortality
or llterary reputation. If it affords. any farif-
faé‘uon to my numerqus friends, at whofe reﬂ-;
o : que
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-queft it has been written, or ‘in the {malleft
degree promotes the interefts of humanitygy
the ends for which it was undertaken will be
fully attained, and every wifh of my heart
gratified. Let it therefore be remembered .
that, in withing to avoid cenfure, I do not
afpire to praife. : S
That part of Africa, known by the name
of Guinea, to which the trade for flavesjis.
carried on, extends along the coaft above 3400
niiles, from Senegal to Angola, and includes
a variety of kingdoms. Of thefe, the mofl
confiderable is the kingdom of Benin, both
as to extent and wealth, the richnefs and cul-
tivation of the foil, the power of its king,

and the number and warlike difpofition of the

dnhabitants. It is fituated nearly under the
line, and extends along thecoaft about :750
miles, but runs back into the interior part of
Africa, to a diftance hitherto I believe unex-
plored by any traveller ; and feems only ter-
minated at length by the empire of Abyflinia,
near 1500 miles from its beginnjng. '1his
kingdom is divided into'many provinces o1
diftricts : in one of the moft remore and for-
tile of which I was born, in the year 1745,
fituated in a charming fruitful vale, named
Eflaka. The diftance of this province from
the capital of Beninand the fea coaft muft be
: A 2 . ovary
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very confiderable ; for I had never heard of
white men or Europeans, nor of the fea ; and
our fubjettion to the king of Benin was little
more than nominal ; for every tranfaétion of
the govérnment, as far as- my flender obfer-
vation extended, was condicted by the chiefs
or elders of the place. The manners and
government 'of a people who have little com-
mierce with other countries are generally very
fimple ; and the hiftory of what paffes in one
family or village, may ferve as a {pecimen
of the whole nation. My father was one of
thofe elders or chiefs I have {poken of, and

was ftyled Embrenché ; a term, as I remem- - -

ber, importing the higheft diftin&tion, and
fignifying ‘in our -language a mark of gran-
deur. This mark is conferred on the perfon
entitled to it, by cutting the fkin acrofs at the
top of the forehead, and drawing it down to
the eye-brows; and, whileit is in this fitu-
ation, applying a warm band, and rubbing it
untill it thrinks up into a thick wea/ acrofs the
lower part of the forehead. Moft of the
judges and" fenators were thus marked ;- my
father had long borne it : I had feen it con-
ferred on one of My brothers,and I alfo was
deftined to reeeive it by my parents. Thofe
Embrenché, or chief men, decided difputes, .
and punifhed crimes ; for which purpofe they -

. : " always
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always aflemble together. The proceedings
were generally fhort; and in moft cafes the .
law ofg retaliation prevailed. I remembera
man' was brought before my father, and the
other judges, %or kidnapping a boy; and
although he was the fon of a chief or fenator
he was condemned to-make recompenfe by
a man or woman flave. Adultery, how-
ever, was fometimes punifhed with flavery
ordeath : a punithment, which I believe is
inflliGed on 1t throughout moft of the nations
of Africa* : fo facred among them is the
honour of the marriage-bed, and fo- jealous
are they of the fidelity of their wives. Of
this I-recolle&t an inftance— A woman was
convicted before the judges of adultery, and
delivered over, as the cuftom was, to her
hufband to be punithed. Accordingly, he
determined to put her to death ; but, itbeing
found juft before her execution, that (he had
an enfant at her breaft, and no woman being
prevailed on to perform the part of a nurfe
fhe was fpared on account of the child. The
men, however, do.not preferve the fame con-
ftancy to their wives which they expect
from™ them ; for they indulge in a plura-
lity, though feldom in more than two.

* See Benezet’s Account of Guinea th.cughout.

~Ag ‘ Their



L 6 1

“their mode of ‘marriage is thus :—both par-
ties are ufually betrothed when young by their
parents (though I have known the males to-
betroth themfelves). On this occafion a feaft
is prepared, and the bride and bridegroom
ftand up in the midft of all their. friends, who-
are aiffembled for the purpofe; while he de-
clares {he is thenceforth to be looked upon as. -
his wife, and thar no perfon is to pay any:
addretles to her. This is alfo immediately -
proclaimed in the vicinity, on which the-
bride retires from the affembly. ‘Some time
after fhe is brought home to her hufband, and.
then another feaft is made, to which the re-.
Jations of both parties are invited : her pa. .
rents then deliver her to the bridegroom, ac-

- companied with a number of bleflings ; and:
at the fame time they tie round her waift a =
cotton ftring, of the thicknefs of a-goofe quill, .
which none but married women are permitted:
to wear ; fhe is-now confidered as completely-
his-wife ; and at this time the dowry is given.
to the.new. married pair, which generally
confifts of portions of land, flaves, and cattle,
houfehold goods, and: implements of huf-
bandry. - Thefe are offered by the friends of-

_both parties ; befides which the parents of the.
bridegroom prefent gifts to thofe of the bride,
whofe property the is looked upon before

S ' marriage ;.

~
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marriage ; but after it, fhe is efteemed the fole
property of the hutband. The ceremony being
now ended, the feftival begins, whichis cele-
brated with bonfires, and loud acclamations of
Joy, accompanied w1th mufic and dancing. .

We are almoft a nation of dancers, muf«
clans, and poets, Thus every great event,
fuch as a triumphant return from battle, or
other' caufe of public rejoicing, is celebrated
in public dances, which are accompanied with
fongs and mufic fuited to the occafion. The
affembly is feparated into four divifions,which
dance eithér apart or in fucceﬁion, and each
with a chara®er peculiar to itfelf. = The firlt
divifion contains the married- men, who in-
their dances, frequently exhibit feats of arms,
and the reprefentation of 4 battle:: To-thefe
fucceed the married women,:- wlio* dance in -
the fecond divifion. The young men occupy
the third ; and the maidens thefourth. Each ~
rcprefents fome inferefting Tcéne of real llfe, '
fuch as a great achievement, domeftic em-
ployment, a pathetic ftory, or fome ‘rural
fport ; and, as the {ubjec is generally founded
on fome recent event, ‘it 1s therefore ever
new. .This gives our dances a-{pirit and va-
‘riety which I have fcarcely feen elfewhere *

*When I was in Smyrna I have frequently feen the
Greeks dacce afier this manner,

Ag . , W'e
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We. have many mufical infiruments, parti-
cularly drums of different kinds, a piece of
mufic which refembles a guitar, and another
much like a ftickado. Thefelaft are chiefly
_ ufed by betrothed virgins, who play on them
onall grand feftivals. '

"As our manners are fimple, our luxuries
are few. The drefs of both fexes are nearly
the fame. It generally confifts of a long piece
of callico, or muflin, wrapped loofely round
the body, fomewhat in the form of a high-
land plaid. This is ufually dyed blue, which
is our favourite colour. It is extratted from
a berry, and is brighter and richer than any
I have feen in Europe. Befides this, our wo-
men of diftin&ion wear golden ornaments,
which they difpofe with fome profufion on
“their arms and legs. When our women -are
. not employed with the men in tillage, their
- ufual occupation is {pinning and weaving cot-
ton, which they afterwards dye, and make
into garments, They alfo manufacture earthen
veflels, of which we have many kinds. Among
the, reft tobacco pipes, made after the fame
fathion, and ufed in the fame manner; as

thofe in turky*. &
o Qur

® The bowl is earthén, curioufly figured, to which a
long reed is fixed as a tube. This tube is fometimes {o

- long

BESLs S
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Our manner of living is entirely plain; for
as yet the natives are unacquainted with thofe-
refinements in cookery which debauch the
talte : Bullocks, goats, and poultry, fupply
the greateft part of their food. Thefe con-
ftitute likewife thé principal wealth of the
country, and the chief articles of its com-
merce. The flefh is ufually ftewed in a pan..
To make it favory, we fometimes ufe alfo
pepper and other fpices; and we have falt
made of wood athes. Our vegetables are,
moftly plantains, eadas, yams, beans, and
Indian corn. The head of the family ufually.
eats alone; his wives and flaves have alfo
their feparate tables. Before we tafte food,
we always wafh our hands ;. indeed our clean--

linefs on all occafions is extreme ;. but on this. .

it is an indifpenfable ceremony.. After wafli~
ing, libation 1s made, by pouring out a fmall.
portion of the drink on the floor, and toffing:
a fmall quantity of the food in a certain place,,
for the {pirits of departed relations, which the
natives Exppofe\to- prefide over their condu&,.
and guard thém from evil. They.are totally
- unacquainted with ftrong or fpirituous liquors;,
and their principal beverage is palm wine..

long as to be born+ by one, and frequently out of gran-
dear by two boys.. ’ ’ &
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This is got from a tree of that name, by tap-
. ping it at the top, and faftening a large gourd-
to it ; and fometimes one tree will yield three:
or four gallons in a night. When juft drawn,
itis of a moft delicious {weetnefs; but in a.
few days it acquires a tartith and more {pi-
rituous flavour ; though I never faw any one:
intoxicated -by it. The fame .tree alfo pro-
duces nuts.and oil. Our principal luxury is
in-perfumes; one-ort of thefe is an odorifer-
ous wood of delicious fragrance ; the other a.
kind of earth ; a fmall portion of which thrown..
into-thefire diffufes a-moft powerful odour#--
‘We beat this wood into powder, and mix it.
with palm-oil ; with which both men and wo-
men petfume themfelves. S
In our buildings we ftudy convenience ra-
ther than ornament. Each mafter of.a.family.
hat a large fquare piece of ground furrounded"
with a moat or fence, or inclofed with a wall
"madeof red earth tempered, which, when:
dry, isas hard as brick. Wi ithin this are his
houfes to-accommedate his family and flaves ;
which; if -numerous, frequently prefent the-
appearance of avillage. In the middle ftands .

* When I was in Smirna I faw the fame kind o f earth
and brought fome of it with me to England : it refembles .
mufk. i ftrength, but it is more delicious in fcent, and is
npt unl:k; the (mell of a rofe. '
' the -
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the prineipal Ab'uiléling‘,' apprépriafed "to 'the -

fole ufe of the mafter, and confifting of two -
apartments; in one of which he fits-in the ™

day. with his family, the other is left apart
for the reception of his friends. - He has be-
fides this a diftin& apartment,, in which he

fleeps, together with his male children.” On -

each fide are the apartments of his wifes, who -

have alfo their feparate day and pight houfes.

The habitations of the flaves and their fami- .-

lies are diftributed throughout the reft of the
inclofure. Thefe houfes--never exceed one

ftory in height, they-are always built of wood, -

or ftakes driven into the ground, crofled with
wattles, and neatly plaiftered within and with-

out. The roofis thatched.with reeds. ‘Ourday -

houlfes are left open at the fides ; but thofe in

which we fleep arcalways coveredy and plaf- .

tered in -the infide. with a- compofition mixed
with cow dung; to keep off the different in-

fects which annoy us during the night. The

walls. and floors alfo of thefe are generally

covered- with mats. -Our- beds confift of 2
platform, " raifed three or four feet frem the -

ground, on whioh are laid tkins,-and different
parts of a {pungy tree called plantain.” Our
covering is calico or muflin, the fame as our

drefs. The .ufual feats are a few logs of -

wood ; but.we have benches,. which are ge-

A6 nerally

)

ymr e

:
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nerally perfumed to accommodate ftrangers =
thefe compofe the greater part of our houfe:
hold furniture. Houfes fo conftruted and -
- furnifhed require but little fkill to erect them.
Every man is a fufficient “archite¢t for the
purpofe. The whole neighbourhuod afford:
their unanimous affiftance in building them,
and in return receive and expect no other
recompence than a feaft. '

As we live in a country where nature is
prodigal of her favours, our wants are few,
and eafily fupplied ; of courfe we have few
manufattures. They confift for the moft part
of callicoes, earthen ware, ornaments, and in-
ftruments of war and hufbandry. But thefe
‘make no.part of our commerce, the principal’
articles.of which, as I have obferved, are pro-. -
vifions. 1n fuch a ftate money is of little ufe ;-
however- we have fome fimall pieces of coin,
i1 may call theni fuch. They are made
fomething like an anchor; but 1 do not re-
member erther their value or denominatiom:
We have alfo markets, at which I have been
frequently with my mother. Thefe are fome-
times vifited by ftout mahogany-coloured
men-from the fouth- weft of us : we call-them
©ye-Ehoe, which term fignifies red men living
at a diftance. They generally bring us fire-
.arms, gunpowder, hats, beads, and dried %hfh

. .. . ) NS
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The lat we efteemed a great rarity,. as: our

waters were only brooks and {prings. Thefe

articles they barter with us for odoriferous

woods and earth, and our falt of wood-afhes.

They always carry flaves through our land ;

but the ftricteft account is exatted of their

manner of procuring them before they are

fuffered to pafs. Sometimes indeed we fold

flaves to them, but they were only prifoners

of war, or fuch among us as had been con-

vited of kidnapping, or adultery, and fome

other crimes, which we efteemed . heinous.

This practice of kidnapping induces me to.
think, that, notwithftanding all our ftrictnefs,
their principal bufinefs among us was to tre-

pan our people. I remember too. they car-.
ried great facks along with them, which not
long after I had an opportunity of fatally.
feeing applied to that infamous purpofe.

Our land is uncommonly rich and fruitful,.
and produces all kinds of vegetables in great
abundance. We have plenty of Indian corn,.
and vaft quantities ofp cotton and tobacco.
Our pine apples grow without culture ; they

~are¢ about-the fize of the largeft fugar-loaf,.
and finely flavoured. We have alfo fpices of.
different  kinds, particularly pepper; and a.
variety of delicious fruits whih I have never.
feen in Europe ; together with gums of various.

: ) kinds,,



Kinds, and honey in abundance All our
- induftry is exerted to improve thofe. bleffings
of nature. Agriculture is our chief employ-
ment; and every one; even the children and
women, are engaged in it. Thus we are all .
habituated to labour from our earlieft years. .
Every one contributes fomething to the com-
mon ftock’; ‘and as we are unacquainted with-
idlenefs, we have 'no-beggars.  The benefits
of fuch a mode of living are obvious. The

Weft India planters prefer the flaves of Benin. -

or ‘Eboe to thofe.of any other part of Guineag
for their hardinefs; intelligence, ‘integrit;,/ and

zeal. 'Thofe benefits are felt-by us inthe -

general healthinefs of the people,and in-their

vigour and activity ; I might have added too:

in their comelinefs. - Deformity is indeed un-
known amongft us. I'mean that of fhape
‘Numbers of the natives of Eboe, now in Lon-

don, ‘might be brought in fupport of this-
affertion ; for, in regard to complexion, ideas

‘of beauty are wholly' relative. 1 remember

.while in Africa to have feen three negro chil-

dren who were tawny, and. another quite

white, who where univerfally regarded by my- . -
{elf and the natives in general, ~as far-as: -

related to their complexions, as deformed.
Our women too were, in my. eyes at leaft, un-

commonly" graceful, alert, and .medeft to a. -

degree -
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degree -of bafhfulnefs ; nor do I rememberto-
have ever heard of an inftance of incontinence -
amongft them before marriage. " They are-
allo remarkably cheerful. Indeed cheerful-
ncfs and affability are two of the leading:
charaéteriftics of our nation. : '
Our tillage is exercifed in a large plain or-
common, fome hours-walk from our dwellings,.
and all the neighbours refort thither in a
body. They ufe no beafts of hutbandry; and -
their only inftruments are hoes, axes, fhovels ¢,
and beaks, or pointed iron to dig with: Some-
times we are vifited by locufts, which come"-
in large clouds, fo as to darken the air, and-
deftroy our harveft. This however happens
rarely, ‘but when it does a famine is produced
by it. I remember an inftance or two wherein
-this happened. This common is often the-
theatre of'war; and therefore when our people -
go out to till their land, they not only go in .~
a body, but generally take their arms with
them, for fear of a furprife; and, when they
apprehend an invafion,they guard the avenues
to their dwellings, by driving fticks into the.
ground, which are fo fharp at one -end as to’
pierce the foot, and are generally dipt in poi-
fon. From what I can recolle& of thefe bat-
tles, they appear to have been irruptions of
one little ftate or difirict on the other, to ob-
: ‘ tain .
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tain prifoners-or booty. * Perhaps they. were
incited to this by thofe traders who broughst -
the European ghods I mentioned amongft us.
Such a. mode of obtaining flaves in Africa is’
common ; and. I believe more are procured
this way, and by kidnapping, thanany other¥..
When a trader wants flaves, he. applies to a
chief of them, and temps him with his wares.
It is not extraordinary, if on this occafion he -
yields to the temptation with as lictle firmnefs,
and accepts the price of his fellow creature’s.
liberty with as little relutance, asthe enlight-
ened merchant.. Accordingly, he falls on his.
neighbours, and a defperate battle enfues. If
he prevails, and takes prifoners, he gratifies
hisavarice by. felling them; but, if his patey
be vanquithed, and he fall into the. hands of.
the enemy, he is put to death : for, as heas -
" been known to.foment their- quarrels, it is-
thought dan{gcrous to let him furvive; and no.
ranfom can fave him, though all other prifon-
ers may be redeemed. We have fire-arms,.
bows and arrows, broad two-edged fwords and
javelins : we have fhields alfo, which cover a.
man from head to foot. All are taught the
ufe of thefe weapons. Even our women are
warriors, and march boldly out to fight along

* Sge Bennet’s Account of Africa thronghout.
- with.
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withthemen. Our whole diftri& is a kind of
militia : on a certain fignal given, fuch as the -
firing of a gun at night, they all rife in arms,
and rufh'upon their enemy. It is perhaps
fomething remarkable, that, when our people
march to the field, a red flag or banner is
borne before them. I was once a witnefs to
a battle in our common. We had been all at
work in it one day as ufual, when our people
were fuddenly attacked. I climbed a tree at
fome diftance, from which I beheld the fight.
There were many women as well as men on
both fides ; among others my mother was there,
and armed with a broad fword. After fight-
ing for a confiderable time with great fury,
and many had been killed, our people ob-
tained the vittory, and took their enemy’s
Chief prifoner. He was carried off in great
triumph ; and, though he offered a large ran-
fom for his life, he was put to death. A vir-
gin of note among our enemies had been flain
in the battle, and her arm was expofed in our
market-place, where our trophies were always
exhibited. The {poils were divided according
to the merit of the warriors. Thofe prifoners
which were not fold or redeemed we kept as
flaves : but, how different was their condition
from that of the flaves in the Weft-Indies!
With us they do no more work than other
member
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members of the community, even their mafter..
"Their food, clothing and lodging, were nearly ~
the fame as theirs, except that-they were not
permitted to eat with thofe who were free'
born; and there were {¢arce any other dif-
ference between them than a {uperior degree:
of importance which the head: of a family.
poflefies in our ftate, and that authotity which,
-as fuch, he exercifes over every part of his
houfehold.. Some of thefe flaves have even
fl4ves under them, as their own property, and:
for their own ufe.. - .. g :
_ Astoreligion, the natives believe that there -
is.one Creator of all things; and that he lives-
. in the fun, and is girded round with a belr,
that he may never eat or drink; but accord-
g to.fome he fmokesa pipe, whichis out
- .own favorite luxury., They believe he: go-
verns events, efpecially our deaths or- cap»
tivity ; but, as.for the doétrine of eterniey, 1 |
do not remember to have ever heard of ‘it:
fome however believe in.the tranfmigration
of fouls iin.a certain degree. ‘Thofe {pirits,
which are. not tranfmigrated, fuch as their
dear friends or relations, they believe always
attend them, and guard them ftom the bad .
fpirits of their foes. For this rea{on, they al-.-
ways, before eating, as I have obferved, put:
{ome fmall portion. of the meat, and.pour
S : fome

1
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ome of thejr drink, on the ground for them:.
and they often make oblations of the blood of;,
beafts or fowls at their graves. 1 was véry.
fond of my mother, and almoft conftantly
with her. When fhe went to make thefe-
oblatiors at her mother’s tomb, which was a.
kind of {mall folitary thatched houfe, I fome-
times attended her.. There fhe ‘made her: -
libations, and {pent moft of the night in cries.
and lamentation. I have been often ex-~
tremely terrified on thefe occafions. The:-.
lonelinefs of the place, the darkne(s of the-
night, and the ceremony of libation, naturally
awful and gloomy, were heightened by my
mother’s lamentations ; and thefe concurring
with the ddleful cries of birds, by which thefe -
places were frequented, gave an inexpreffible:
terror to the fcene. -

We compute the year.from the day on-
which the fun croffes the line; and, on its.
fetting that evening, there is a general fhout
throughout the land ;'at leaft, I can fpeak from-
my own knowledge, throughout our vicinity.
The people at the fame time make a great
noife with rattles not unlike. ‘the bafket rat-
tles ufed by children here, though much
larger, and hold up their hands to heaven for
ablefling. It is then the greatet offerings
are made ; and thofe children whom our wife

I men.
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men foretel will be fortunate are then pref-
fented to different people. 1 remember many
ufed to come to fee me, and 1 was carried
about to others for that purpofe. They have
many offerings, particularly at full moons,
generally too at harveft, before the fruits are-
taken out of the ground; and when any
young animals are killed, .fometimes they
offer up part of them as a facrifice. Thefe
cfferings, when made by one of the heads of
a family, ferve for the whole. I remember
we often had them at my father’s and my
uncle’s, and their families have been prefent.
‘Some of our offerings are eaten with bitter
herbs. We had a faying among us to any
one of crofs temper, ‘That if they were to
Le eaten, they thould be be eaten with bitter
herbs.’ i ’
We pra&ifed circumcifion like the Jews,
- and made offerings and feafts on that occafion
in the fame manner as they did. Like them
alfo our children were named from fome event,-
fome circumftance, or fancied foreboding, at
the time of their birth. I was named Olaudah,
which, in our language, fignifies viciffitude,
- or fortunate alfe; one favoured, and having
a loud voice, and well {poken. I remember *
we never polluted the name of the obje of.
_our adoration ; 6n the contrary, it was always
: mentioned
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‘mentioned with the greateft reverence; and
we were totally unacquainted with {wearing,
and all thole terms of abufe and reproach
which find their way fo readily and copioufly
into the language of more civilized people.
The only expreffions of that kind I remem-
ber were, ¢ May you rot, or may you fwell, or
‘may a beaft take you.’ i
I have before remarked, that the natives
of this part of Africa are extremely cleanly.
This neceffary habit of decency was with us
apart of religion, and therefore we had many
purifications and wathings; indeed almoft as
many, and ufed on the fame accafions, if my
recolletion does not'fail me, as the Jews.. .
Thofe that touched the dead at any fime were
obliged to wath and purify themfelves before
they could enter a dwelling-houfe. Every
woman too, at certain times, was forbidden
to-come into a dwelling-houfe, or touch any
perfon, or any thing we eat. I was fo fond of -
my mother, I could not'kecp from her, or
avoid touching her at fome of thofe periods, -
In confequence of which I was obliged to be
kept out with her, in a little houfe made for
that purpofe, till offering was made, and then
we were purified. o
Though we had no places of public worfhip,
we had priefts and magicians, or wife nlxeéx.
>
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. Tdo not remember whether they had-different
offices, or whether they were united in the
fame perfons, ‘but they were held in-great
reverence by the people. They calculated
our time,.and foretold events,.as their name
imported, for we called them Ah-affoe-way-
-cah, which fignifies calculators or yearly men,
our year beingcalled Ah affoe.” They wore-
their beards ; and, when they died, they were
fucceeded by their fons. - Moft of their im-
plements and things -of value were interred
along with .them. Pipes and tobacco were
alfo put into the grave withthe corpfe, which
was always perfumed and ornamented ; and
animals were- offered -in facrifice to -them. -
None accompanied their funerals, but thofe of
the fame profeflion or tribe. Thefe buried
them after funfet, and always returned from
the grave by a different way from that-which
- they-went. . S :
Thefe magicians were alfo our do&ors or
phyficigns. They practifed bleeding by cup-
ping; and were very fuccefsful in healing
wounds, and expelling poifons. They had
- likewife {ome extraordinary method of dif-
sovering jealoufy; theft-and poifoning; the
fuccefs of which no doubt they derived from
the unbounded influence over the credulity -
- and fuperftition of-the people. I donotre-
2T 2 ’ member
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member what thofe methods were, except
that as to poifoning. I recolle&t an inftance
ortwo, which I hope it will not be deemed
unpertinent here-to infert , as it may ferve as
a kind of fpecimen of the reft, and is ftill
ufed by the negroes in the Weft indies. A~
young woman had been poifoned, . but it was
not knowg by whom : the doctors ordered the
corpfe to be taken up by fome perfons,” and
carried to the grave. As foon asahe bearers -
had raifed it on their thoulders, they feemed
feized with fome * fudden impulfe, and ran
to and fro, unable to ftop themfelves. At laft
after having pafled through a number of thorns
and prickly bufhes unhurt, the corpfe fell
from them clofe to a houfe, and defaced it in
thefall; and the owner being taken up, he
immediately canfefled the poiforing . '
: -The

* See alfo Lieut. Matthew’s Voyage, p. 12 3.

t An Inftance of this kind happen d at Montferrat in
the Weft Indies in the year 17:3. I then belonged to
fbe Charming Sally, Capt Doran.—The Chicf mate,
ir. Mansfield, and f.we of the crew being one day on

ore, were prelent at the burying of a poifoncd negro

in.  Though they bad often heard of the-circumftance
the racning in fuch cafes, and had even feen it, they.
agined it to be a trick of the corpfe bearers. The
te therefore defired two of the failurs to take up the
fin, and carry it to the grave. The failors, who were
of the fame opinion, readily obeyed; but they had

' ' fcarcely
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The natives are extremely cautious about
Poifon. When they buy any eatable, the feller
kiffes it all round before the buyer, to fhew
him it is not poifoned, and the fame is done
when any meat or drink is prefented, parti-
cularly to a ftranger. We have ferpents of
different kinds, fome of which are efteemed
ominous when they appear in our houfes, and
thefe we never moleft. I rementber two of
thofe ominous fnakes, each of which was as
thick as the calf of a man’sleg, and in colour .
refembling a dolphin in the water, crept at
different times into my mother’s night-houfe
where I always lay with her, and coiled them-
Ielves into folds, and each time they crowed
like a cock. 1 was defired by -fome of our
wife men to touch thefe, that I might be in-
terefted in the good omens, which I did, for
they are quite harmlefs, and would "tamely
fuffer themfelves to be handled ; and then

fcarcely raifed it to their vfhéulders before they began

" to-run furioufly abour, quite undble to dire& themfelves,

till at laft, without intention, they-tame to the hut of him
- who had poifoned the girl. . The coffin then immediately
fell from their fhoulders againft the hut, and damaged part
of the wall. The owner of the hut was taken into cuitody
on this and confefled the poifoning— I give this ftory as
it was related by the mate and ctrew on their return to
the thip. The credit which is due toit 1 leave to the

reader. :
they
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they were put into a largeopen earthen pan,-
and fet on one fide of the high-way. ‘Some
of our fnakes, however, were poifonous.. One :
of them croffed the road one day as I was
ftanding on it, and paflfed between my feet;
without offering to touch me, to the great
furprife of many who faw it; and thefe inci-
dents were accounted, by the wife men, and
likewife by my mother and the reft of the
people, as remarkable omens in my favour.,

Such is the imperfect fketch my memor
has furnifhed me with of the manners and cuf- .
toms of a people among whom I firft drew
my breath. And here I cannot forbear fug-
gefting what has long ftruck me very forcibly, «
namely, the ftrong analogy which-even by this .
fketch, imperfe&t as it 1s, appears to prevail
in the manners and cuftoms of my country.
men, and thofe of the Jews, before they reacll,-qh
ed the Land of Promife, and particularly the! -
patriarchs, while they were yet.in that paﬁom}z: )
" {tate which is defcribed in Genefis——an ange -
logy which alone would induce me to think -
thatthe one people had fprung from theother®, . ...
Indeed this is the opinion of Dr. Gill, who, ..
in his Commeantary on Genefis, very ably de. /&
duces the pedigree of the Africans from Afer

* See 1 Chron. i. 33. Alfo John Brown’s Di&tionary
of the Bible on the fame verfe. B S 1
S and
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and Afra, the defcendants of Abraham by
Keturdh his wife and concubine, (for both
thefe titles are applied to her). Itisalfo
conformable to the fentiments of Dr. John
Clarke, formerly Dean of Sarum, in his Truth
“of the Chriftian Religion : Both thefe authors
concur in afcribing to us this original. The
reafonings ot thofe gentlemen are ftill further
confirmed by the Scripture Chronology of the
Rev. Arthur Bedford; and, if any further cor-
roboration were. required, this refemblance
i fo many refpels, is a ftrong evidence in fup-
portof the opinion. Like the Ifraelites in their
primitive ftate, our government was conducted
by our chiefs, our judges, our wife men, and
elders; and the head of a family with us enjoy- -
ed a fimilar authority over his houfehold with
that which is afcribed to Abraham and the
other patriarchs. The law of retaliation ob-
tained almoft univerfally with us as with them:
and even their religion appeared to have thed
upon us a ray of its glory, though broken and
fpent in its paflage, or eclipfed by the cloud
with which time, tradition, and ignorance,
might have enveloped it : for we had our cir-
cumcifion (a rule [ believe peculiar to that
people) : we had alfo our facrifices and burnt-
offerings, our wathings and purifications, on

the fame occafions as they had, :
| As
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. Asto the difference of colour between the

" Eboan Africans and the modern Jews, I thall.
“net prefume to account for it. It is a fubject

which has engaged the pens of men of both
enius and lcarning, and is far above my
rength. The moft able and Reverend Mr.
T. Clarkfon, however, in his much admired

Effay on the Slavery and Commerce of the

Human Species, has afcertained the caufe in
a manner that at once folves every objection
on that account, and, on my.mind at leaft,
has produced the fulleft conviction, I fhall
therefore refer to that performance for the
theory *, contenting myfelf with extracting a
fa& as related by Dr. Mitchel . ¢ The
‘¢ Spaniards who have inhabited America,
¢ under the torrid zone, for any time,'are be-
¢ come as dark coloured as our native Indians

‘¢ of Virginia, of which [ myfelf bave been a

¢ witnefs.”” There is allo another inftance
of a Portuguefe fettlement at Mitomba, a
river in Sierra Leona, where the inhabitants
are bred from a mixture of the firft Portuguefe
difcoverers with the natives, and are now be-
‘come, in théir compléxion, and in the woolly
quality of their hair, perfedt negroes, retaining,

* Page 178 to 216. . .

+ Philof Tranf. No. 476, Se&. 4 cited by the Rev.
Mr. Clarkfon, p. 203.

3 Same page.

B2 however.
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however, a fmattering of the Portuguefe lan-
guage. -

Thefe inftinces, and a great many mere
which might be adduced, while they fhew
how the complexions of the fame perfons vary
in different climates, it is hoped may tend alfo
to remove the prejudice that fome conceive
againft the natives of Africa on account of
their colour. Surely the minds of the Spa-
niards did not change with their complexions!
Are there not caufes enough to which the

. apparent inferiority of an African may be
alcribed, without limiting the goodnefs of
God, and fuppofing he forebore to ftamp un-
derftanding on certainly his own image, be-
caufe ¢ carved in ebony ?* Might' it not na-
turally be afcribed to their fituation? When
they come among Europeans, they are igno-
-rant of their language, religion, manners, and
cuftoms. Are any pains taken to teach them
thefe ? -Are thev trcated as men ? Does not
flavery itfelf deprefs the mind, and extinguith -
all is fire, and every noblé fentiment? But, -
aboveall, what advantages do not a refined -
people poflefs over thofe who are rude and
uncultivated > Let the polithed and haughty -
European recollet, that Ais anceftors- were
once, like the Africans, uncivilized, and even -
barbarous. Did Nature make them ipferior
: S , : ‘ to
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to their fons? and fhould they 10 havc been
made flaves ? Every rational mind anfwers, .
No. Let fuch refleftions as thefe melt the
pride of their {uperiority into {fympathy for
the wants and miferies of their {able brethren,’
and compel them to acknowledge, that under-
ftanding is not confined to feature or colour.
If, when they look round the world, they feel
exultauon, let it be tempered with benevo-
lence to others, and gratitude to God, ‘¢ who
¢ hath made of one blood all nati,ohs of men
¢¢ for to-dwell on all the face of the earth *

¢¢ and whofe wifdom is not our wnfdom, nex- ‘
< ther are our- ways lus ways ”

. Ads xvii, 2.6,'
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~ CHAP. IL: S
The Author’s birth and parentage—His being kid= -
napped with bis fiffcr—Thesr feparation— Sur~
prife at meeting again— Ave finally feparated—
Account of the different places and incidents the
Author met with till bis arrival on the codff—
The effelt the fight of a flave fbip bad.on bim
“—He [ails for the Weft Indies—Horrors of &
Slave fhip—HArrives at Barbadoes, where the
 carguis fold and difper fed. ' o
I Hore the reader -will not think T have. .
trefpaffed on his patience in introducing my-
felf to him with {ome account of the manners
and ‘cuftoms of my couutry. They.had been
implanted in me with great care, and made
-an impreffion on my mind, which time could
‘not erafe, and which all the adverfity and
variety of fortune I have fince experienced
ferved only to rivet and record ; for, whether
tlie love of one’s country be real or imagina-
1y, or a leffon of reafon, oran inftinét of na-
ture, I ftill look back with pleafure on the
firft {cenes of my life, though that pleafure
has been for the moft part mingled with for-
row, - '
~ I haye
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I have already acquainted the reader with
the time and place of my birth. My father;
befides many flaves, had a numerous family,
of which feven lived to grow up, including
myfelf and a fifter, who was the only daugh-
ter. As I was the youngeft of the fons, 1 be-
came, of courfe, the greateft favourite with my
mother, and was always with her; and fhe ufed
totake particular pains to form my mind, I
was trained up from my earlieft years in the
arts of agriculture and war : my daily exercife
was fhooting and throwing javelins; and my
mother adorned me with emblems, after the
manner of our greateft warriors. In this way
T grew up till I was turned the age of eleven,
when an end was put to my happinefs in the
following manner : Generally, when the

rown people in the neighbourhood were gone
ar ip the fhelds to labour, the children aflem-
bled togcther in fome of the neighbours pre.
mifes to play ; and comwmonly fome of us ufed
to get up a tree to look out for any affailant,
or kidnapper that might come upon us; for
they fometimes took thefe opportunities of
our parents’ abfence, to attack and carry off
as many. as they could feize. . Ong day, as I
was watching at the top of a tree in our yard, |
I faw one of thofe people come into the yard
of our next neighbour but. one, to kidnap,
/ B 4 there
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there being ‘many ftout young people in it.
Immediately, on this, I gave the alarm of the
rogue, and he was furrounded by the ftouteft
© of them, who entangled him with cords, fo -
that he could not efcape till fome of the grown
people came and fecured him. But alas!
ere long, it was my fate to be thus attacked,
and to be carried off, when none of the grown
people were nigh. One day, when all our peo-
ple were gone out to their works as ufual, and
only I and my dear fifter were left to mind
the houfe, two men and a woman got-over
our walls, and in a moment feized us both ; -
and, without' giving us time to cry out, or
make refiftance, they ftopped our mouths, and
ran off with us into the neareft woqd. Here
they tied our hands, and continued to carry
us as far as they could, till night came on,"
when we reached a fmall houfe, where the
robbers halted for refrefhment, and fpent the
pight. We were then unbound, but were un-
able to take any food ; and, being quite over-
nowered by farigue and grief, our only relief
was fome fleep, which allayed our misfortune
for a [hort time. The next morning we left the -
houfe, and continued travelling all the day.
For a long time we had kept the woods, but
4t laft we came into a road which I believed
I knew. 1 had now fome hopes of being de-

' . livered ;
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livered ; for we had advdnced but a littleway
before I difcovered:-fome people at a-diftance,
on which I began to cry out for their affiftance ;
but my cries had no other effe&t thai to make
them tie ‘me fafter and ftop my mouth, and
then they put:me into-a large fack. They
alfo ftopped my fifter’s 'mouth, and tied her
hands; and in this manner we prooeeded till
we were out of the fight of thefe people.—
When we went to reft the following night they
offered us fome vittuals; but we refufed them;
and the only comfort we had was in being in
one another’s armsall that night, and bathing
each other with our tears. But-alas! we were
foon deprived of even the {malleft comfort of
weeping together. The next day proved a
day of greater forrow than I had yet experi-
enced ; for my fifter and I were then feparat-
ed, while we lay clafped in each other’s arms;
it was in vain that we befought them ot to
part us : fhe was torn: from me, and immedi-
ately carried dway, while I was left in a ftate
of diftrattion not to' be deferibed. I cried -
and grieved continually; and for feverally days
did not eat any thing but what they forced
into my mouth. At length, after many days -
travelling, during which I had-often changed
mafters, I got into the hands of a chieftain, in
a very pleafant country. This manihad-two
- - Bs . wives
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- wives and fome children, and they all ufed me
extremely well, and did all they could'to com:
fort me ; particularly the firft'wife, who was
fomething like my mother. Although I was
a gredt many.days journey from my father’s
houfe, yet thefe people fpoke exa&ly the fame
language with us. - This firft mafter of mine,
as I may call him, was a {mith, and my prin-

- cipal employment was working his belE)ws,

“which were the fame kind as I had feen in my
vicinity. They were in fome refpets not
unlike the ftoves here in gentlemen’s kitchens;
and were covered over with leather; and in
the middle of that leather a ftick was fixed,

~and a perfon ftoad up, and worked it, in the
fame manner as is done to pump water out of a
cafk with a'hand pump. 1 believe it was gold

-he worked, for it was of a lovely bright yellow
colour, and was worn by the women on their
wrifts and ancles. 1 was therel fuppofe about
amonth, and they atlaft ufed to truft me fome
little diftance from the houfe. This hiberty I
ufed in embracing every opportunity to in-
quire the way to my own home: and. I alfo
{ometimes; for the fame.purpofe, went with

' the maidens, in.the cool of the evenings, to
ibring pitchers of water from the {prings for
the ufe of the houfe. I hadalfo rémarked

. where the fun rofe in the morning, and fet li]n
. ' S the
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the evening, as I had travelled along ; and I
had obferved that my father’s houfe was to-
wards the rifing of the fun. I therefore’déter-
mined to feize the firft opportunity of making
my efcape, and to fhape my courfe for that -
quarter ; for I was quite opprefled and weigh-
ed down by grief after my mother and friends
and my love of liberty, ever grear, was
ftrengthened by the mortifying circumftance.
of not daring to eatwith the free-born children,
although I was moftly their companion.-
While I was projecting my efcape one day,
an unlucky event happened, which quite dif- .
concerted ‘my plan, and put an end to my .
hopes. I ufed to be fometimes employed in
afhiting an elderly woman flave to cook and
take care of the poultry; and one morning,
while I was feeding fome chickens, I bappen-
ed to tofs a fmall pebble at oneof them,
-which hit it on the middle, -and dire&ly killed °
it. The old flave, having foon after miffed
the chicken, inquired after it; and on my re-
lating the accident (for I told her the truth, .
becaufe my mother would never fuffer me to
tella lie) fhe flew into a violent paffion, threat-
ening that I thould fuffer forit; and, my maf-
ter being out, the immediately went and told
her miftrefs what 1 had done. This alarmed
me very much, and I expétted an inftant

B , B 6 flogging,
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flogging, which to me was uncommbdnly
dreadful; for I had feldom been beaten at
home: I therefore refolved to fly ; and ac-
cordinglyIran into a thicket that was hard by,
~and hid myfelf in the bullfes. Soon afterwards
" my miftrefs and the flave returned, and, not
feecing me, theyfearched all the houfe, but not
“finding me, and I not making anfwer when
they called to 'me, they thought I had run
" away, and the whole neighbourhood was raif-
‘€d in the purfuit of me. In that part of the
" country (as well as ours) the houfes and vil-
lages were fkirted with woods or thrubberies,
“and the bufhes were {o thick, that aman could
readily conceal himfelfin them, fo as to elude
* the ftri¢teft fearch. The neighbours conti-
nued the whole day looking for me, and fe-
veral times many of them came within a few
yards of the place where I lay hid. ‘T expect-
~ ed every moment, when 1 heard aruftling
among thetrees, to befound out, and punithed
" by my mafter; but they never difcovered me,
" though they were often fo near that I even
" heard their conyectures as they were looking
" about for me ; and I now learned from them
" that any attempt to return home would be
' hopelefs. Moft of them fuppofed I had fled
" towards home; but the diftance was fo great,
" and thie way fo intricate, that they thoughtl c{
' 3 ‘ cou
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-could never reach it, and that I thould be lof:
"in the woods. When I heard this [ was feized
with a violent panic, and abandoned myicif
to defpair. -Night too began to approach,
and aggravated all my fears. I had before
entertained hopes of getting home, and had |
determined when it thould be dark to make
the attempt ; bt I was now convinced it was
fruitlefs, and began to confider that, if poffibly
I could efcape all other animals, I could not
thofe of the human kind ; and that, not know-
ing the way, I muft perith in the woods.—
Thus was 1 like-the hunted deer : ~

'——¢¢ Ev'ry leaf, and ev’ry whifp’ring breath

s Convey’?a foe, and ev’ry foe a death.” :

Theard frequent ruftlings among the leaves;
and being pretty fure they were fnakes, [ éx-
pe&ted every inftant to be ftung by them.— -
This increafed my anguifh ; and the horror of
my fituation became now quite infupportable. -
I at length quitted the thicket, very faint and
hungry, for I had not eaten.or drank any thing
all the day, and crept to my mafter’s kitchen,
from whence 1 fet out at firft, and which, was
an open fhed, and laid myfe}f down in the
athegwith an anxious wifh for death to relieve
me irom all my pains. I was fcarcely awake
in the morning, when the old woman'flave

S who
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who was the firft up, came to light the fire,
and faw me in the fire. place. She was very
~ much furprifed to fee me, and could fcarcely
believe her own eyes. She now promifed to
intercede for me, and went for her mafter,
who foon after came, and, having flightly re-
primanded me, ordered me to be taken care
of, and not ill-treated. ,

Soon after this my mafter’s only daughter
and child by his firft wife fickened-and died,
which affe¢ted him fo much that for fome time
he was almofl frantic, and really would have .
.killed himfelf, had he not been watched and
prevented. However, in a finall time after-.
wards he recovered ; and I was again fold.. I
was now carried to the left of the fun’s rifing,
_ through manydreary waftesand difial woods,-
amidf{t the hideous roarings of wild beafts.—
The people | was fold to ufed to carry me
very ofien, when 1 was tired, either on their
fhoulders or on their backs. 1 faw many
convenient well-built fheds along the roads,
at proper diftances, to accomodate the mer-
chants and travellers, who lay in thofe build.
ings along with their wives, who often accom-
pany them ; and they always go well armed.

From the time I left my own nation I always
found fomebody that underftood me till I came
to the fea coaft. The languages of different

: : ' nations
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nations did not totally differ; nor were they
fo copious as thofe of the Europeans, particu-
larly the Englith. They ‘were therefore eafily
learned ; and, while I was journeying thus
through Africa, I acquired two or three differ-
ent tongues. - In this manner I had been tra-
velling for a confiderable time, when one
evening, to my great {urprife, whom thould I |
fee brought to the houfe where I was but my
dear filter > Asfoon as the faw me fthe gave a -
loud fhriek, and ran into; my arms—I was
quite overpowered : neither of us could {peak,
but, for a confiderable time, clung to each
other in mutual embraces, unable to do any
thing but weep. QOur meeting affeCted all
who faw us ; and indeed I muft acknowledge,
in honour of thofe fable deftroyers of human
rights, that I.nevermet with any ill weatment,
or faw any offered to their flaves, except tying
them, when. neceflary, to keep them from
running away. When thefe people knew we
were brother and fifter, they indulged us teo -
be together; and the man, to whom I fuppofed
.we belonged, lay with us, he in the middle,
while {he and [ held one another by the hands
acrofs his breaft all night; and thus for a
while we forgot our misfortunes in the joy of
being-together ; but even this fmall comfort
was {oon 10 have an end ; for: fcarcely hadfthci
S e - ata
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fatal morning appeared,” when fhe was again
torn from me for ever! I was now more mifer-
able, if poffible, than before. The fmall relief
which her prefence gave me from pain. was
-gone, and the wretchednefs of my fitvation
‘was redoubled by my anxiety after her fate,
and myapprehenfions left her fufferings fhould
‘be greaterthanmine, when I could not be with
her to alleviate them. Yes, thou dear partoer
of all my childith fports! thou fharer of my’
joys and forrows ! happy fhould I.have ever -
‘efteemed myfelf to encounter every mifery for
you, and to procure your freedom by the facri-
fice of my own! Though youwere early forced
from my arms, your image has been always
riveted 1n my heart, from which neither time
nor fortunc havebeen able to remove it: fothat,
while the thoughts -of your fufferings have
damped my profperity, they have mingled
with adverfity, and increafed its bitternefs.~—
To that Heaven which protects the weak from
the ftrong, I commir the care of your inno-
cence and virtues, if they have not already re-
«ceived their full reward; and if your youth
‘and delicacy have not long fince fallen ni@ims
“to theviolence of the African trader, the pefti-
lential ftench of a Guinea fhip, the feafonin
- in the European colonies, or the lath and luf
of 'a brutal and unreleating overfeer. I dd
- . . L. l
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I did not long remain after my fifter. I
was again fold, and carried through a num-
ber of places, till, after travelling a confider-
able time, I came to a town called Timnah, -
in the moft beautiful country I had yet feen
in Africa. It was extremely rich, and there
were many rivulets which flowed through it,
and fupplied a large pond in the center of
the town, where the people wathed. Here 1
firft faw and tafted cocoa nuts, which I
thought fuperior to any nuts I had ever tafted
‘before 3 and the trees, which were loaded,
were alfo interperfed amongft the houfes,
which had commodious thades adjoining,
and were in the fame manner as ours, the
idfides being neatly plaftered and white-
wathed. Herel alfo faw and tafted for the
firt time fugar-cane. Their money confifted
of little white fhells, the fize of the finger-
nail : they are known in this country by the
name of core. 1 was fold _here for one hun- .

~dred and feventy-two of them by a merchant
who lived and brought me there. I had been
about two or three days at his houfe, when a
wealthy widow, a neighbour of his, came
there one evening, and brought with her an
only fon, a young gentleman about my own
age and fize. Here they faw me ; and, hav-
ing taken a fancy tome, I was bought of the .
merchant; and went home with them. Her
' houfe -
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houfe and premifes were fituated clofe to one
of thofe rivulets I have mentioned, and were
the fineft 1 ever faw in Africa : they were
very extenfive, and (he had a number of flaves
to attend her. The next day 1 was wathed
and perfumed, and when meal-time came, I
was lead iato the prefence of my miftrefs, and
eat and drank before her with her fon., This
filled me with altonifhment : and I could fcarce
help exprefling my furprife that the young
gentleman (hould fuffer me, who was bound,
to eat with him who was free.; and not only
fo, but that he would not at any time either
eat or drink till I had taken firft, becaufe I
was the eldeft, which was agreeable to our
cuftom. Indeed.every. thing here, and all
their treatment of me, made me forget that I
‘was a flave. 'The language of thefe people.
: “{embled ours fo nearly,. that we underftood
«zh qther perfeétly. - They had alfo the very
iame cuftoms as we. There were likewife flaves
daily to attend us, while my young mafter and
J, with other boys fported with.our darts and
bows and arrows, as I had been ufed to do at
‘home. In thisrefemblance to my former hap-
gy ftate, I pafled about two months, and I now
began to think I was to be adopted into the
family, and was beginning to be reconciled to
my fituation,-and to forget by degrees my mif~
fortunes, when all at once the delufion vani{‘lil-
_ . . ed;
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ed ; for, without the leaft previous knowledge,
one morning early, while my dear mafter and
companion was f{till afleep, I was awakened
out of my reverie to freth forrow, and hurried
away even amongft the uncircumcifed.

Thus, at the very moment I dreamed of the
greateft happinefs, 1 found myfelf moft mife-
rable; and it_feemed as if fortune wifhed to
give me this talte of joy only to render the
reverfe more poignant. The change [ now
experienced was as painful as it was fudden
and unexpefted. It wasa change indeed from
a ftate of blifs to a fcene which is inexpreflible
by me, as it -difcovered to me an element I
had never before beheld, and till then had no
idea of, and wherein fuch inftances of hard- .
thip,and fatigue continually occurred as I can
never refle¢t on but with horror.

All the .ndtions and people I had hitherto
pafled through refembled our own in their
manners, cuftoms and language; but I came
at length to a country, the -inhabitants of
which differed from us in all thofe particulars.
1wids very auch ftruck with this difference,
clpecially when I came among a people who
did not circumcife, and eat.without wafhing
their hands. ‘They cooked alfo in iron pots,
and had European cutlafles and crofs bows,
which were unknown to us, and fought Yit'h

S their
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their fifts among themfelves. Their women
were not fo modeft as ours, for they eat, and
drank, and flept with their men. But,.above

"~ all, | wasamazed to fee no facrifices or offerings

among them. In fome of thofe places the people
ornamented themfelves with {cars, and likewife
filed their teeth very fharp. They wanted
fometimes to ornament me in the fame man-
ner, but I would not fuffer them ; hoping that
I might fome time be among a’people who did
not thus disfiguré themfelves, as I thought
they did. At laft, I came to the banks of a
large river, which was covered with’ candes,
in which the people appeared to live with
their houfchok&) utenfils and provifions of all

" kinds. I was beyond meafure aftonifhéd at

this, as I had never before feen any water’
larger than a pond or a rivulet ; and my fur-
prite was mingled with no fmall fear, whenl
was put into one of thefe canoes, and we be-
gan to paddle and move along the river. We
continuéd going on thus till mght ; and, when
‘we came to lang , and made fires on the banks,
each family by themfelves, fome dragged their
‘canoes on thore, dthers ftayed and cooked in
‘theirs, and lay in them'all night. Thofeon
the land had mits, of which they made tents,
fome in the thape of little houfes : In thefe we
{lept; and, after the morning meal, “;: 'Ckmé
) ' . arké
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barked again, and proceeded as before, I was
often-very much aftonifhed to fee fome of the
women, as well as the men, jump into the
water, dive to the bottom, come up again,
and fwim about. Thus I continued to tra-
vel, fometimes by land, fometimes by water, .
through- different countries, and various na-
siogs, till, at the end of fix or feven months
afier I had been kidnapped, I arrived at the
fea~coaft. It would be tedious and unintereft- °
ing to relate all the incidents which befel me
during this journey, and which I bave not
ten; of the various lands I paffed

. and the manners and cuftoms of all

nt people among whom I lived : I

thail therefore only obferve, that, in all the
places where I was, the foil was exceedingly
rich ; the pomkins, aedas, plantains, yams,
&c. &c. were in great abundance, and of
incredible fize. There were alfo large quan-
tities of different gums, though not ufed for

any purpofe ; and every where a great deal -

of tobacco. The cotton even grew quite
»ild 5 and there was plenty of red wood. I
aw no mebhanics whatever in all the way,

except fuch as | have mentioned. The chief i

loyment in all thefe countries was agri-
culture, and both the males and feinales, as
«ith us, were brought up to it, and trained

irthe arts of war. 4
The
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The firlt obje& which faluted my eyes when |

I arrived on the coaft was the fea, and a flave-
thip, which was then riding at anchor, and |
waiting for its cargo. - Thefe filled me with
aftonithment, which was fqon converted into
terror, which I am yet at a lofs to defcribe,
nor the then feelings of my mind. ~When I
was carried on board I was immediately
handled, and toffed up, to fee if I were found
by fome of the crew ; and I was now per-
fuaded that I had got into a world of bad’
fpirits, and that they were going to kill me.
Their complexions too differing fo much from
ours, their long hair, and the language they
fpoke, which was very different from any [
. had ever heard, united to confirm me in this
belief. Indeed, {uch were the horrors of my
views and fears at the moment, that,-if ten
thoufand worlds had been my own, I would
have freely parted with them all to have ex-
changed my condition with that of the mean-
eft flave in my own country. -When I looked
round the fhip too, and faw a large furnace
or copper boiling, and a multitude of black
people of every defcription chained together,
every one of their. countenances exprefling
dejetion and forrow, I no longer doubted
of my fate ; and, quite overpowered with
horror and anguifh, I fell motionlefs on
the deck and fainted. Wheh I regovered a
. . ' little,
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lirtle; T found fome black people about me,
who I believed were fome of thofe who .
brought me on board, and had been receiving
their pay ; they talked to me in order to cheer
me, but all in vain’ T afked them if we were
not to be eaten by thole white men with
horrible looks, red faces, and long hair ?
They told me I was not ; and one of the crew
brought me a fmall portion of fpirituous
liquor in a wine glafs ; but, being afraid of
“Jim, I would not take it out of his hand. .
One of the blacks therefore took it from him,
and gave it to me, and I took a little down
my palate, which, inftead of reviving me, as
they thought it would, threw me into the-
eateft confternation at the ftrange feeling -
it produced having never tafted any fuch
liquor before. Soon- after this, the blacks
o brought me on board went off, and left
me abandoned to defpair.. ‘I now faw myfelf
deprived of all chance of returning to my na-
tive country, or even the leaft glimpfe of hope
of gaining the Thore, which i now confidered
as friendly : and I even wifhed for my former
flavery, in preference ta my prefent fituation,
which was filled with horrors of every kind,
fill heightened by my ignorance of what I
was to undergo. I was not long fuffered to
mdu'ge my grief; I'was foon put down under.
the decks, and there 1 received {uch a faluta-
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tion in my noftrils as I had never experienced
in my life; fo that, with the loathfomenefs of
the ftench, and crying together, I became fo.
fick and low that I was not able to eat, nor
had I the leaft defire to tafft any thing. I
now wilhed for the laft friend, Death, to re-
lieve me ; but foon, to my grief, two of the
white men offered me eatables ; and, on my
refufing to eat, ‘one of them held me faft by
.the hands, and laid me acrofs, I think,  the
windlafs, and tied my feet, while the other
flogged me feverely. I had never experienced
any thing of this kind before ; and, although
not being ufed to the water, I naturally
feared that element the firft_time I faw ic;
yet, neverthelefs, could I have got over the:
nettings, I would have jumped over the fide ;.-
- but I could not; and, befides, the crew.
ufed to watch us very clofely who were:
not chained down to the decks, left we
fhould leap into the water; and I have feen:
fome of tEefe poor African prifoners moft:
feverely cut for attempting to do fo, and-
hourly whipped for not eating. This indeed
- was often the cafe with myfelf. In a little
time after, amongft the poor chained men, I
found fome of my own nation, which in a
fmall degree gave eafe to my mind. Iinquired
of them what was to be done with us ? they

gave me to underftand we were to be carried
- ' to
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to thefe white people’s country to work for
them. I then was a little revived, and thought,
if it were no worfe than working, my fituation
was not {o defperate : but fill I feared 1 {hould
be put to death, the'white people looked and'
alted, as I thought, in:fo favage a manner ;
for I had never feen armong any people fuch
inftances of brutal cruelty ; and rhis not only
fthewn towards us blacks, but alfo to fome of
the whites themfelves. One white man in'par-
ticular I faw, when we were permitted to be
~on deck, flogged fo unmercifully with-a large
sope near the foremaft, that he died in confe-
quence of it and they toffed him over the fide
as they would have done a brute. This made
me fear thefe people the more ; and L expected
nothing lefs than to be treated in the fame
manner. I could not help exprefling my fears
and apprehenfions to fomeof my countrymen :

1 afked them if thefe people had no country,
but lived in this hollow place the fhip ? they
told me they did not, but'came from a.diftant
one. ¢ Then,” faid I, ¢ how comes it 'in all
¢ our country we never heard of them ?’ They
told me, becaufe they lived fo very far off. I
then afked, where weretheir women? had they
any like themfelves ? ‘I was told they had ;
* And why,” faid I, ¢ do we not fee them ?’
they anfwered, becaufe they were left bebind.
‘ (O © Tafked
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Tafked how the veflel could go? they told me

they could not tell ; but that there were cloth

“put upon the mafts by the help of the ropes I
faw, and then the veflel went on; and the
white men had fome- {pell or magic they put
in the water when they liked in order to ftop

- the veffel. I was exceedingly amazed at this -
account, and really thought they were {pirits.

"I therefore withed much to’be from amongft
them, for [ expected they would facrificeme:
. but my withes were vain ; for we were fo quar-
tered that it was impofiible for any of us to
make our efcape. While we ftaid on the
coaft T was moftly on deck ; and one day, to
my great aftonifhment, I {faw one of thefe vef-
{els coming in with the {ails up. As foon as
the whites faw'it, they gave a great thour, at
which.we were amazed : and the motre fo as
the veflel appeared larger by approaching

nearer. At laft (he came to an anchor in my

fight, and when the anchor was let go, i and
my countrymen who faw it were loft in afto-
nifhment to obferve the veffel ftop ; and were
now convihced it was done by magic. Soon

_after this the other fhip got her boats out, and

they came on board of us, and the people of

both fhips feemed very glad to fee each other. -

Several of the ftrangérs alfo thook hands with
~ msblack people, and made motions with theix

Y

hands, -
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hands, ﬁgnifyingb, I fuppofe, we were to go to
their country; but we did not underftand
them. At laft, when the fhip we were in had
got in all her cargo, they made ready with
many fearful noifes; and we were all put un-
der deck, fo that we could not fee how they
managed the veffel. But this difappointment
was the leaft of my forrow. The ftench of the,
hold while we were on the coaft was {o into-
lerably loathfome, that it was dangerous to
remain there for any time, and fome of us had
been permitted to ftay on the deck for the
frefh air; but now that the whole thip’s cargo
were confined together, it became abf{olutely
peftilential.  The clofenefs of the place, and
the heat of the climate, added to the number -
in the fhip, which was fo crowded that each
‘had fcarcely room to turn himfelf, almoft fuf-
focated us. This produced copious perfpira~
tions, fo that the air foon became unfit for re-
fpiration, from avariety of loathfome fmells,
and brought on a ficknefs amongft the flaves,
of which many died, thus falling vitims to
the improvident avarice, as 1 may call it, of
their purchafers. This wretched fituation was
again aggravated by the galling of the chains,
now become infupportable; and the filth of
the neceflary tubs, into.which the children
often fell, and were almoft {uffocated. The
Cz - _fhrieks
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- .fhrieks of the women, and the groans of the -
dying, rendered the whole a fcene of horror
almoft inconceivable. Happily perhaps for
. myfelf T was foon reduced {o'low here that it
- was thought neceflary to keep me almoft
always on'deck ; and from my extreme youth
I was not put in . fetters. In this fituation I
expected every hour to fhare the fate of my:
companions, fome of whom were almoft daily
brought "upon' deck at the point of death,
which I began to hope wonld foon put an end
to my miferies. Often did I think many of
the inhabitants of the deep much more happy
than myfelf; I envied them the freedom they
enjoyed, and as often wifhed I could change
mhy condition for theirs. Every circumftance
I met with ferved only to rendér my ftace
more painful, and heighten my apprehenfions
and my opinion of the cruelty of the whites..
One day they had taken a number of fifhes;
~and when they had killed and fatisfied them-
felves with as many as they thought fit, to our °
aftonifhment who were on the deck, rather
than give any of them'to us to eat, as we exs’
. pected, they tofled the remaining fith into the
fea again, although we begged and prayed for:
fome as well as'we could, but in vdin; and
_ fome’ of my countrymen, being prefled by.
hunger, took an opportunity, when they
R . thought:
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thought no one faw them, of trying to get 2.
little privately; but they were difcovered, and
the attempt procured theimr fome very fevere
floggings.

One day, when we had a fmooth fea, and
moderate wind, two of my wearied country-
men, who were chained together ([ was near
them at the tiine), preferring death to fuch a
life of mifery, Jomehow made through the
nettings, and jumped into the fea ; immedi-
ately another quite deje&ed fellow, who, on
account of his illnefs, was fuffered to be out of -
irons, alfo followed their cxample; and [ be-
Neve many more would very foon have done
the fame, if they had not been prevented by
the fhip’s crew, who were inftantly alarmed.
Thefe of us.that were the moft active were in
a moment put down- under the ‘deck; and
there was fuch a noife and confufion amongft
the people of thé¢ fhip as I never heard be-
fore, to ftop her, and get the boat out to go
after the flaves. However, two of the wretches -
were drowned, but they got the other, and
afterwards flogged him vnmercifully, for thus
attempting to prefer death to flavery. Inthis .
manner we continued to undergo more hard-
thips than I can now relate; hardthips which
are infeparable from this accurfed trade.—
Many a time we were near fuffocation, from: -

C3 the .
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the want of frefh air, which we were often
without for whole days together. This, and
the ftench of the neceflary tubs, carried off
" many. During our paflage I firft faw flying
. fithes, which furprifed me very much : they

" ufed frequently to fly acrofs the fhip, and

‘many of them fell on the deck. 1 alfo now
firft faw the ufe of the quadrant. I had often
with aftonifhment feen the mariners make ob-
fervations with it, and I could net think what

it meant. They at lalt toek notice of my fur--

-prife; and one of them, willing to increafe
1t, as well as to gratify my curiofity, made me
‘one day look through it. The clouds ap-
peared to me to be land, which difappeared
as they pafled along. This heightened my
wonder : and I was now more perfuaded than
ever that I was in another world, and that
every thing about me was magic. At laft, we
came in fight of the ifland of Barbadoes,
at which the whites -on board- gave a great
thout, and made many figns of joy to us.
We did not know what to think of this ; but,
as the veflel drew nearer, we plainly faw the
harbour, and other fhips of different kinds
and fizes: and we foon anchored amongft
them off Bridge Town. Many merchants
and planters now came on board, though it
was 13 the evening.  They put us in {epa-
e - : C " rate
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rate parcels, and examined us attentively.—
They alfo made us jump, and pointed to
the land, fignifying we were to go there.
We thought by this we fhould be eaten by
thefe ugly men, as they appeared to us;
and when, foon after we were all put down
under the deck again, there was much dread
and trembling among us, and nothing but
bitter cries to be heard all the night from
thefe apprehenfions, infomuch that at laft the
white people got fome old flaves from the .
land to pacify us. They told us we were riot
to be eaten, but to work, and were foon to
go on land, where we fhould fee many of our
country people. This report eafed us much g
and fure enough, foon after we landed, there
came to us ‘Africans of all languages. We .
were conducted immediately to the mer-
chant’s yard, where we were all pent up toge-
ther like fo many fheep in a fold, ‘without re- .
gard to fex orage, As every obje& was new to
me, every thing I faw filled me with furprife.
What ftruck me firft was, that the houfes were
built with bricks, in ftories, and in ‘every
other refpect different from thofe I have feen
in Africa: But I was fill more aflonifhed on
" feeing people on horfeback. "1 did not know
what this could mean ; and indeed I thought
C 4 “thefe
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thefe people were full of nothing but magical
arts. While I'was in this aftonifhment, one
of my fellow prifoners fpoke to a countryman
_of his about the horfes, who faid they were

the fame kind they had in. their country.
underftood them, though they were from a
diftant part of Africa, and I thought it odd
1 had not feen any horfes there; but after-
wards, when I came to converfe with different
Africans, Ifound they had manyhorfes amongft
them, and much larger than thofe I'then faw.
We were not many days in the merchant’
«cuftody before we were fold after their ufual
manner, which is this :—On a fignal given,
“(as the beat of a drum), the buyers rufh at
once into the yard where the flaves are con-
- fined, and make choice of that parcel they
like bet. The nbife and clamour with which
* this is attended, and the eagernefs vifible 1n
the countenances of the buyers, ferve not.a
little to increafe the apprehenfion of the ter-
rified Africans, who may well he fuppofed to
~ confider them as the minifters of that deftruc-
tion to which they think themfelves devoted.
In this manner, without fcruple, are relations
and friends {eparated, moft of them never.to
fee each other again, I remembeér in the
~ veffel in which I was brought over, in the
men’s apartment, there were feveral brothers
. ¢ ' j ’ WhQ,
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who, in the fale, were fold in different lots ;
and it was very moving on this occafion to
fee and hear their cries -at parting. O, ye
nominal Chriftians ! might not an African afk
you, learned you this from your God? who
fays unto you, Do unto all men as you would
men fhould dp unto you. Is'it not enough
that we are torn from our country and friends
to toil for your luxury and luft of gain ? Muft
every tender feeling be likewife facrificed to
your avarice ? Are the deareft friends and re-
lations, now rendered more dear by their fe-
paration from their kindred, ftill to be parted
from each other, and thus prevented from
cheering the gloom of flavery with the {mall
comfort of being together, and mingling their
fufferings and forrows ? Why are parents to
lofe their children, brothers their fifters, or
hufbands their wives? Surely this is a new
refinement in cruehty, which, while it has no’
advantage to'atone for it, thus aggravates dif-"
trefs, and adds freth horrors even to the
wictchednefs of flavery. ' .

Cs  CHAP.
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CHAP. II

The author is carried 1o Virginia— his diffrefs——
- Surprife at feeing a pifture and a watch—1Is
‘bought by Captain Pafcal, and [ets out for
. England—His terror during the veyage— Ar-
rives in England—His wonder at a fall of
Snow—1Is fent to Guernfy, and in fome time
- goes on beard a fbip of war with his maffer—
- Some account of - the expedition againff Louif-
- bourg, under the command of Admiral Bofca-
v awen in 1758, :

- INew totally Ioft the {mall remains of com-
, fort 1 had enjoyed in converfing with my
. countrymen ; the women too, who ufed to
~ wafh and take care of me, were all gone dif-

ferent ways, and I never faw one of them
afterwards. g = o
-1 ftaid in this Hland for a few days; I
believe it could not be above a fortnight ;
‘when I, and fome few more flaves that were
not faleable among the reft, from very much

. fretting, were fhipped offin a floop for North

America. On the paflage we were better
treated than when we were coming from Afri-
ca, and we had plenty of rice and fat povr\I;

A e
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We were landed up a river a good way from

the fea, about Virginia county, whers we

faw few or none, of our native Africans, and

not one foul who could talk tome. 1 wasa

few weeks weeding grafs and gatheringftones
in a plantation, and at laft all my companions

were diftributed different ways, and only my-

felf was left. . 1T was now exceedingly mifer-

able, and thought myfelf worfe off than any

of the reft of my companions ; for they could

talk to each other, but I had no perfon to

fpeak to that I could underftand. In this

ftate I-was conftanily grieving and pining,
and wilhing for death, rather than any thing

elfe. While I was in this plantation, the gen-

tleman to whom I {uppofed the eftate belong-

ed being unwell, I was one day fent for to his

dwelling houfe to fan him : when I came into

the room where he was, 1 was very much af-

frighted at fomg things I faw, and the more

fo, as'I had feen a black woman flave as I

came through the houfe, who was cooking the

dinner, and the poor creature was cruclly’

Toaded with various kinds of iron machines;

,fhe had one particularly on her Lead; which
locKed her mouthfofaft that fhe could fcarcely

fpeak, and could not eat nor drink. 1 was much
aftonifhed and fhocked at this contrivance,

which T afterwards learned was called the

Co ireg .
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iron muzzle. Soon after I had a fan put into
my hand, to fan the gentleman while he flept ;
and fo I didindeed with great fear. - While -
he-was faft afleep I indulged myfelf a great
deal in looking about the room, which to me
appeared very fine and curious. The firft
objet that engaged my attention was a watch
which hung on the chimney, and was' going.
1 was quite furprifed at the noife it made, and
was afraid it would tell the gentleman any
thing I might do amifs : and when I imme-
diately after obferved a picture hanging in
- the room, which appeared conftantly to look
.at me, 1 was flill more affrighted, having
never feen fuch things as thefe before. At
one time. I thought it was fomething relative
-to magic; and not feeing it move, 1 thought
it might be fome way the whites had to keep
their great men when they died, and offer
them libations as we ufed t«e do our friendly
{pirits. In this ftate of anxiety I'remained
till my mafter awoke, when I was difmiffed
out of the room, to my no{mall fatisfaction
and reliet, for I thought that thefe people were
all made of wonders. In‘this place I was
called Jacob ; but on board the African fnow
. 1 was called Michael. I had been fome time
in this miferable, forlorn, and much dejected
. ftate, without having any one to talk to, whiﬁb
B . : made -
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made my life a burden, when the kind and
unknown hand of the Creator (who in very
deed leads the blind in a way they know not)
now began to appear, to my comfort ; for one
day the captain of a merchant fhip, called the
Induftrious Bee, came on fome bufinéfs to my
mafter’s houfe. This gentleman, whofe name
was Michael Henry Pafcal, was a lieutenant
in the royal navy, but now commanded this
trading fhip, which was fomewhere in the
confines of the county many miles off. While
he was at my mafter’s houfe it happened that
he faw me, and liked me fo well that he made
a purchafe of me. I think I have often heard
him fay he gave thirty or forty pounds fterling
forme; but I do not now remember which.
However, he meant me for a prefent to fome .
of his friends in England ; and I was fent ac-
cordingly from the houfe of my then mafter
(one Mr. Campbell) to the place where the
fhip lay ; I was conducted on horfeback by °
an elderly black man (a mode of travelling
which appeared very odd to me). Whenl
arrived 1 was carried on board a fine large
fhip, loaded with tobacco, &c. and juft ready
to fail for England. T now thought my con-
dition much mended; I had fails to lie on,
and plenty of good victuals to eat ; and every
body on board ufed me very kindly, quite

‘ ) contrary
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contrary to what [ had feen of any white peo-
ple before ; I therefore began to think that
they were not all of the fame difpofition. A
few days after I was on board we failed for
England. I was ftill at a lofs to conjecture
my deftiny. By this time, hewever, I could
fmatter a little imperfet Englith; and T
wanted to know as well as I'could where we’

~ were going. Some of the people of the fhip
‘ufed to tell me they were going to carry me

back to my own country, and this made me
very happy. 1 was quite rejoiced at the idea

“of going back; and thought if I thould get
- home what wonders I fhould have to tell. But

I was referved for apother fate, and was foon
undeceived when we came within fight of the

~ Epglith coaft, When Iwas on board this thip

my captain and mafter named me Guffavus

. Vafa. 1 at that time began to underftand him
-a little, and refufed to bg called fo, and told
. him as well as I could that I would be-called

Jacob; but he faid I fhould not, and ftill
called me Guftavus: and when I refufed to

‘anf{wer to my new name, which at firft I did,

it gained me many a cuff; fo at length I fub-

" mitted, and by which name I have been known

ever fince. The fhip had a very long paflage ;
and on that account we had very fhort allow-

only
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only one pound and a half of bread per week,
and about the fame quantity of meat, and
one quart of water a-day. We {poke with
only one veffel the whole time we were at fea,
and but once we caught a few fithes. In our
extremities the-captain and people told me, in
jeft, they would kill and eat me, but I thought
them in earneft, and was deprefled beyond
meafure, expe&ing every moment to be my
laft. While I was in this fituation one even-
ing they caught, with a good deal of trouble,
a large fhark, and got it on board. This glad-
dened my poor heart exceedingly, as I thought
-it would ferve the people to eat inftead of
their eating me; but very foon, to my aftonifth-
ment, they cut off a fmall part of the tail,
and toffed the reft over the fide. This re-
newed my confternation ; and I did not know
what to think of thefe - white people ;
I very much feared they would kill and eat
me. There wason board the fhip a young
lad who had never been at fea before,-about
. four or five years older than myfelf: his name
was Richard Baker. He was a native of Ame-
rica, had received an excellent education,
and was of a moft amiable temper. Soon
after I went on board he fhewed me a great
deal of partiality and attention, and in return
X grew extremely fond of him. We at length
‘ became
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became infeparable; and, for the fpace of
two years, he was of very great wiec to me,
~ and was my conftant companion and inftruc-
tor. Although this dear youth had many
flaves of his own, yet he and I havé gone
through many fufferings together on fhip-
- board; and we have many nights lain in each -
other’s bofoms when we were 1n great diftrefs.
Thus fuch a friendfhip was cemented between
" us as we cherifhed till his death, which to my
very great forrow happened in theyear 1759,
when he was up the Archipelago, on board
his Majefty’s fhip the Prefton: an event which
I have never ceafed to regret, as [ loft at
-once a kind interpreter, an agreeable com-
panion, and a faithful friend; who, at the
age of fifteen, difcovered a mind fuperior to
prejudice ; and who was not athamed to no- -
© tice, to affociate with, and to be the friend
and inftruor of, one whe was ignorant, a
ftranger of a different complexion, and a
flave ! My mafter had lodged in his mother’s
houfe in America: he refpetted him very.
much, and made him always eat with him -
in the cabin. He ufed often to tell him jocu-
“larly that he would kill and eat me. Some-
" times he would fay to ine—the black people
were not good to eat, and would atk me if we
did not eat people in my country. I fl's.rid,;
. No:
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No: then he faid he would kill Dick (as he
always called him) firft, and afterwards me.
Though.this hearing relieved my mind a lit- -
tle as to myfelf, I was alarmed for Dick, angA \
whenever he was called F ufed to be very muc
atraid he was to be killed ; and I would peep
and watch to fee if they were going to kill
him: nor was I free from this confternation
till we made the land. Oge night we loft a
man overboard ; and the cries and noife were
fo great and confufed, in ftopping the fhip,
that I, whe did not know what was the mat-
ter, began, as ufual, to be very much afraid,
and to think they were going to make an of-
fering with me, and perform fome magic; -
which I ftill believed they dealt in. Asthe
waves were very high, I thought the Ruler of
the feas was angry, and I expe@ed to be of-

fered up to appeafe him. This filled my mind

with agony, and I could not any mere that
night clofe my eyes again to reft.  However,
when day-light appeared, I was a little eafed
in my mind ; but fill every time I was called
lufed to think it was to be killed. Some
time after this, we faw fome very large fith,
which I afterwards found were called gram-
pufles. They looked ta me extremely terri- -
ble, and made their appearance juft at dutk,
and were fo near as to blow the water on the
' thip’s
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~fhip’s deck. I believed them to be the rulers
of the fea; and, as the white people did not
sake any offerings at any time, I thought
. they were angry with them; and, at laft,
. what confirmed my belief was, the wind juft
then died away, and a calm enfued, and, in
confequence of it, the fthip ftopped going. 1
fuppo‘}cd that the fith had performed this,
and I hid myfelf in the fore-part of the fhip,_
through fear of being offered up to appeafe
them, every minute peeping and quaking;
~ but my good friend Dick came fhortly to-
wards me, and I took an opportunity to aftk
him, as well as I could, what thefe fith were ?
not being able to talk much Englifh, I could
_ but juft make him underftand my queftion; .
and not at all, when I afked him if any ofe
ferings were to be made to them > However,
he told me thefe fith would {fwallow any body ;
which fufficiently alarmed me. Here hewas
~ called away by the caprain, who was leaning
‘over the quarter-deck, railing.and looking at
~ the fith ; and moft of the people were bufied

~ in getting a barrel of pitch to light, for them

to play with. The captain now called me .
"to him, having learned fome of my appre-
henfions from Dick; and having diverted
himfelf and others, for fome time with my
fears, which appeared ludicrous euough in

o © my
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my crying and trembling, he difmiffed me.
The barrel of pitch was now lighted and pue
over the fide into the water: by this time it
.was juft dark, and the filh went after it; and,
to my great joy, I faw them no more.. =
However, all my alarms began to fubfide
when we got fight of land; and at laft the
thip arrived at Falmouth, after a paflage of
thirteen weeks. Every heart on board feemed
gladdened on our reaching the fhore, and
none more than mine. The captain imme-
diately went on fhore, and fent on board
fome.frefth provifions, which we wanted very
much : we made good ufe of them, and our
famine was foon turned into feafting, almoft
“without ending. It was about the beginning
of the fpring 1757 when I arrived in Eng-
land, and I was near twelve years of age at
“that time, I was very much ftruck with the
buildings and the pavement of the ftreets in
Falmouth; and, indeed, every obje&t 1 faw
filled me with new furprife. One morning,
when I got upon deck; [ faw it covered a%l-
~over with the fnow that fell over-night: as I
~ had never feen any thing of the kind before,
I thought it was falt; fo I immediately ran
down to the mate, and defired him, as well as
I could, to come and fee how fomebody in

the night had thrown falt all over the deck.
. He,
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‘He, knowing what it was, defired me to bring
“fome of it down to him: accerdingly I took
up a Bandful of it, which I found very cold
indeed; and when I brought it to him he de-
fired me to tafte it. 1 did fo, and I was fur-
prifed beyond meafure. I then atked him
what it was? be told me it was fnow : but I
could not in any wife underftand him. He
atked ‘me if we had no fuch thing in my
country ? and I told him, No. T then atked
himn the ufe of it, and who made it; he told

- . me a great man in the heavens, called God':

but here again I was to all intents and pur-

poles at a lofs. to underftand him ; and the

more fo, when a little'after I faw the air filled
" with it, in'a heavy fhower, which fell down
on the fame day. After this T went to church’;

and-having never been atfucha é)]ace before, .
- 1 was again amazed at feeing and hearing the
fervice. Iafked all I could about it} and they
ave me to underftand it was worfhipping
od, who made us and all things. I was ftill
at a great lofs, and foon got into an endlefs
field of -inquiries, as well as I was able to
fpeak and afk about things. However, my
littke friend Dick ufed to be my beft inter-
I;3reter ; for I could make free with him, and
¢ always inftructed me with pleafure: and
‘fram what I could underftand by him ofG ,lh(:s
' e 0d,

L]
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God, and in féeing thefe white people did
not fell one another as we did, I was much
pleafed ; and in this I thought they were much
happier than we Africans. I was aftonithed
at the wifdom of the white people in all things.
Ifaw; but wasamazed at their not facrificing,
or making any offerings, and eating with un-

‘wathed hands, and touching the dead. I
likewife could not help remarking the parti-
cular flendernefs of ‘their women, which I
did not at firft like ; and Ithought they were
not o modeft and fhamefaced as the African
women. - ‘ ~ '

Ihad often feen iny mafter-and Dick em-
ployed in reading ; and 1 had great curiofity
to talk to the books, as I thought they did ;
and fo to learn how all things had a begin-
ning: for that purpofe I have often taken up
a book, and have talked to it, and then put
my ears to it, when alone, in hopes it would
anfwer me; and I have been very much con-
cerned when 1 found it remained filent,

My mafter lodged at the houfe of a gentie-
man in Falmouth, who had a fine little daugh-
ter about fix or feven years of age, and the
grew prodigioufly fond of me ; infomuch thar
we ufed to eat together, and had fervants to -
wait on us. I was{o much carefled by this
family that it often reminded me of the treat-

ment




L o70 ]

“ment I had received from my little noble
African mafter. After 1 had been here a few
days, I was fent on board of the fhip ; but the
child cried fo much after me that nothing
could pacify her till I was fent for again, It
is ludicrous enough, that I began to fear I
fhould be betrothed to this young lady ; and
when my mafter afked me if I would ftay there
with her behind him, as he was going away
with the fhip, which had taken in the tabacco
again? [ cried immediately, and faid I would
not leave him. At laft, by ftealth, one night
I was fent on board the thip again; and ina

. little time we failed for Guernfey, where the

“was in part owned by a merchant, one Nicho-
las Doberry.” As | was now amongft a peo-
ple who had not their facesfcarred, like fome-
of the African nations where I had been, I -

" was very glad { did not let’ them ornament

* me in that manner when I was with them.

When ‘we arrived at Guernfey, my mafter
placed me to board and lodge with one of his-
mates, who had a wife and. family there; and
fome months afterwards he went to England,
and left me in the care of this mate, together
. with my friend Dick. This matehad a little
daughter, aged about five or fix years, with
whom I ufed to be much delighted. I had
often obferved, that, when her mother waﬂ;lcdf
: ' ~ her
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herface, it looked very rofy; but, when fhe
wathed mine, it did not look fo: I therefore
tried oftentimes myfelf_ if T could- not by
wathing make my face of the fame colour
as my litde play-mate (Mary), but it was
all in vain; and [ now began to be mortified
at the difference in our complexions. This
woman behaved to me with great kindnefs
and attention ; and taught me every thing in
the faine manner as (he did her own child,
and indeed- in cvery refpelt treated me as
fuch. ! remained here till the fummer of
theyear 1759, when my mafter, being ap-
pointed firlt lieutenant of his Majefty’s thip
the Roebuck, fent for Dick and me, and his
old mate : On this we all left Guernfey, and
fet out for England in a floop hound for
London. As we were coming. up towards
the Nore, where the Roebuck lay, a man of
war’s boat came along afide to prefs our
Fcople, on which each man ran to hide him. .
elf. : was very much frightened at this,
though ' did not know what it meant, or what
to think or do. However, : went and hid my-
feif alfo under a hencoap. !mmediately the
prefs-gang catne on board with their.{fwords
drawn, and fearched all about, pulled the peo-.
ple out by force, and put them into the boat.
At laft  was found out alfo; the man that
found me held me up by the heels while thclyL
!
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all made their fport of me, I roaring and cry~
. ing out all the time moft luftily; but at laft
the mate, who was my conduéor, feeing this,

_ vcame to my affiltance, and did all:he could to

pacify me; but all to very little purpofe, till
I had feen the boat go ofl.  Soon afterwards
we came to the Nore, where the Roebuck
lay ; and, to our great joy, my mafter came on
- boeard to us, and brought us to the fhip, I was
amazed indeed to fee the quantity of men
and the guns.” However my furprife began
to diminifh, as my knowledge increafed; and
I ceafed to feel thofe apprehenfions and
alarms which had taken fuch ftrong pof-
fefiion of me when I firt came among the
Europeans, and for fome time after. I began
now to pafs to an oppofite extreme;. I was fo
far from being afraid of any thing new which
1 faw, that, after i had.been fome time
in this fhip, I even began to lopg for 4n en=~
gagement. My griefs too, which in young
minds are not perpetual, were now wearing
away; and I foon-enjoyed myfelf pretty well,
and felt tolerably ealy.in my prefent fitua~
tion. There was a number of boys on
"board, which ftill made it more agreeable s
for we were always together, and a greav
part of ourtime was fpentin play. I remained

in this fhip a confiderable time, ,d(uring wbich
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we made {everal éruifes, and vifited a variety
of places; among others we were twice in

Hoiland, and brought over feveral perfons of
diftinction from ir, whofe names I do not now

remember. On the paflage, oneday, forthe -

diverfion of thofe gentlemen, all the boys were
called on the quarter-deck, and were paired
proportionably, and then made to fight ; after
which the gentlemen gave the conrbatants
from five-to' nine fhillings each. This was
the firft time: 1 cver fought with a white boy ;
and I never knew what it was to have a bloody’
nofe before.- This made me fight moft defpe-
rately ; 1 fuppofe confiderably more than an
hour ; and at lalt, both of us being weary, we
were parted.- Ihad a great deal of this kind -
of fport afterwards, in which the captain and
the thip’s company ufed very much to encou-
rage me. Soine time afterwards the {hip went’
to L&ith in Scotland, from thence to tiic
Orkneys, where 1 was furprifed in feeing
{carcely any night’; aad'from thence we fziled
with a great-fleer, full of foldiers, for Eng-
land. AN this thine we had riever come to an -
engagement, though we were frequently ciuif-
ing off the coaft ot France; during which we
chafed many veflels, and took in all feventeen
prizes. 1 had been learning many of the ma-
nceuvres of the fhip during our cruife ; and,
I was feveral times Dma.dc to fire the guns.
Cne
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One evening, off Havre de Grace, juft as it
was growing dark, we were ftanding off fhore,
and met with a fine large French:built frigate.
We got all' things immediately ready for ﬁgght-' '
ing ; and I naw expected I thould be gratified
infeeing an engagement, which I had{olong
wilhed for in vain. But the very moment the.
word of command was given to fire, we heard
thofe on board the other fhip cry ¢ Haul down
thejib;’ and in that inftant fhe hoifted Englith
colours. There was inftantly with usanamaz-
1ng cry of—¢ Avaft I’ or ¢ ftop firing ;’ and I
think one or two.guns had been let off, but
happily they did ng mifchief.” We had hailed
them feveral times ; but they not hearing, we
received no anfwer, which was the caufe of
“our firing. The boat was then fent on board
of her, and fhe proved to be thé Ambufcade
man of war, to my no fmall difappointment. :
We returned to Portfmouth, without haying
been in any a&ion, juft as the trial of Admiral
Byng (whom I faw feveral times during it) :
and my mafter having left the fhip and gone
to London for prometion, Dick and Iwere put -
on board the Savage floop of war, and we
went in her to affift in bringing off the St.
George man of war, that had ran afhore
omewhere on the coaft. Afterftaying a few
weeks on board the Savage, Dick and 1 were
fent on fhore at Deal, where we remained

: ~ 1 fome
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fome (hort time, till my mafter fent for us to
London, the place I had long defired exceed-
ingly to fee. . We therefore both with great
'Eeafurc gor into a waggon, and came.to
ondon, where we were received hy a -
Mr. Guerim, a relation of my mafter. This
gentlemen had two fifters, very amiable °
ladies, who took much notice and great care
of me. Though I had defired fo much to -
fee London when I arrived in it I was un-
fortunately unable to gratify my. curiofity ;
for I had at this time the chilblains to fuch a
degree that I could not fland for feveral
months, and T was obliged to be {ent to St. .
George’s Hofpital. There { grew fo ill, that
the doQors wanted to cut my leg off at differ-
ent times, apprehending a mortification ; but
I always faid 1 would rather die than fuffer
it: and happily (I thank God) I recovered
without the operation. - After being there'
feveral weeks, and juft as1 had recovered,
the fmall pox broke out on me, fo that I was -
again confined; and I thought myfe!f now -
particularly unfortunate. However I foon
recovered again : and by this time my mafter
having been promoted to be firft lieutenant of -
the Prefton man of war df fifty guns, then new
at Deptford, Dick and I were {ent on board.
her, and foon after we went to Holland to
bring over the late Duke of——to England.
- Da While
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While I was in this fhip an incident hap-
pened, which though trifling, I beg leave to
relate, as I could not help taking particular
notice. of it, and confidering it then as a
- judgement of God. One morning a young
~ man was looking up to-the fore-top, and in
a wicked tonie, cammon on fhipboard, d—d
his eyes -about fomething, Juft at the mo-
ment fome {mall particles of dirt fell into
- his left eye, and by the evening it was very °
much inflamed. The next day it grew worfe,"
and within fix or {even days he loft it. From
- this fhip my mafter was appoinied a lieute-
nant on board the Royal George, When he

~ was going he withed me to ftay on board the

Prefton, to learn the French horn ; but the ~
fhip being ordered for Turkey I could not
think of leaving my mafter, to whom I was
very warmly attached : and 1 told him if -
he left me behind it would break my heart.
This prevailed on him to take me with
him ; but he.left Dick on board the Prefton,
whom 1 embraced at parting for the laft’
time. - The Royal George was the largeft
thip 1 had ever feen; fo that when I came
" on board of her 1 was furprifed at the hum-
ber-of people, flien, women, and children, of
“every denomination ; and the largenefs of the
gans, many of them alfo of brafs, which I~
had never feen before.  Here were alfo thops -
e , Co or

/
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or ftalls of every kind of goods, and people .
crying their different commodities abourt the
fhip as in a town. To me it appeared a little
world, into which I was again caft withouta’
frrend, for 1 had no longer my dear compa-
nioh Dick. We did not ftay long here. My
mafter was not many weeks on board before
hegot an appointnient to be fixth lieutenant of
the Namur,. which was then at Spithead, fit-
ting up for Vice-admiral Bofcawen, -who was
ging with a large ficetonan expediton againf}
vitbourgh. The crew of the Royal Georgg
were turned over o her; and the flag of that
gallant admiral was hoifted on board, the blue
atthe maintop-gallant-maft head. There was
a very great fleet of meh of war of every de-
feription aflembled together for this expedi-
tion, and I was in bopes foon to have an op-
portunity of being grartified with a fea-fight
Allthings being now in readinefs, this mighty
fleet (for there was allo Admiral Cornifh’s
fieet in company, deftined for the Eaft Indies,
at laft weighed anchor, and failed. The, two
fleets continued in company for feveral days,
and then parzed ; Admiral Cornifh, in the
Lenox, having firft faluted our admiral in the
Namur which he returned. We then fteered
for America; but, by contrary winds, we.
were driven off Teneriffe, where I was ftruck
' D; with
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with its noted peak. - Its prodigious height,
and its form, refembling a fugar loaf, filled
me with wonder. We remained-in fight of
~ this ifland fome days, and then proceeded for

America, which we foon made, and got into
“avery commodious harbour called St. George,

in Halifax, where we had fith in great plenty,
~ and all other frefh provifions. "We were heré
Joined by different men of war and trand-

port fhips with foldiers ; after which, our

fleet teing increafed to a prodigious number

of thips of all kinds, we failed for Cape Bre-

ton in Nova Scotia. We had the good and

gallant General Wolfe on board our . fhip,
whofe affability made him highly efteemed

and beloved by all the men. He often ho-

noured me as well as other boys, with markg
of his notice ; and faved me once a ﬂoggixlfét
for fighting with a young gentleman.- We

arrived at Cape Bretonin the fummerof 1758 ;

and here the foldiers were to be landed, in
order to make an attack upon Louifbourgh,
My mafter had fome part in fuperintending
" the landing; and here | was in a fmall

meafure gratified in feeing an encounter -
.between our men and the enemy. The

French were pofted on the fhore to receive
"us, and difputed our landing for a long time :

but at laft they were driven from their

S trenches,
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wrenches, and a complete landing was effett-
ed. Our troops purfued them as far as the .
town of Louifbourgh. In this a&ion many:
were killed on both fides. One thing re-
markable [ faw this day:—A . lieutenant of
the Princefs Amnielia, who, as well as my
mafter, fuperintended the landing, was giving
the word of command, and while ats mouth
wasopen a mufket ball went through it, and
pafled out at his cheek. I had that day in
my hand the fcalp of an Indian king, whe
was killed in the engagement : the fcalp had
been taken off by an Highlander. 1 faw this
king’s ornaments too, which were very cu-
tious, and made of feathers. - R
Our land forces laid fiege to the town of

Lovifbourgh, while the French men of war
were blocked up in the harbour by the fleer, -
diic batteries at the fame time playing upon
them from the land. ‘This they did with
fuch effect, that one day I faw {ome of the
thips fet.on fire by the fhells from the bat-
teries, and I believe two or three of them
were quite burnt. At another time, about
fifty boats belonging to the Englith men of
war, commanded by Caprain George Belfour
of the Zctna firefhip, and Mr. Laforey, ano-
ther junior captain, attacked and bearded
the only two remaining Frencb men of war
i the harbour. They alfo fet fire ‘to a fe-

D4 venty -
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venty-gun fhip, but they brought off a fixty-
four, called thé Bienfaifant. During my
fay here 1 had often an épportunity’of being
near captain Belfpur,” who was ‘pleafed to
rotice me; and liked me fo much that he
often atked my mafter to ‘let him have me,
but hé would not part with me; and no:con=
fideration wauld . have induced: me ‘to leave
him. ‘At laft. Louifbourgh was taken, and
the Erglifh ‘mén of war came into the har-
-bour Lefor¢ it, to ‘my very great joy; for I
had now more liberty of: indulging myfelf,
and I went often.on'fhore;. “"When: .the fhips
were in thz harhour, we had the moft beauti:
ful proceffion on the Water 1-ever faw. .: All
the admirals and captains'of the men of war,
full drefled, and.in their-barges, well orna-
mented with pendants, came alongfide of the
"Namur. - The vice-admiral then ‘went on
fhore in his-barge, followed by ‘the other of-.
ficers in order of feniofity; :to take -poflefiion,
as’ 1 fuppofe, of the town -and fort.” Some
time after this, the French governor and his
lady, and other perfons of note, came oh
board our fhip to dine. Cn this occafion our

{hips were drefled with colours’of all kinds,
from the topgallant-maft head to ‘the deck;
" and this, with the firing of guns, formed a
moft grand and magnifitent {pectacle. '
As foon as every thing here was fettledy
B Admiral

~
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Admiral Bofcawen failed with part of the
fleet for England, leaving fome fhips behind:
with Rear Admirals Sir. Charles Hardy and
Durell, It was now winter; and one even-
ing, during our paflage home, about duik,.
when we were in the channel, orwnear found-
ings, and were beginning, to _look. for land,.
we defcried feven fail of large men of war,
which ftood off fhore. Several people on
board of our fhip faid, as the two fleets were
(in forty minutes from the firft fight) within.
hail of each other, that they were Englill
men of war; and fome of our people even.
began to name fome of the fhips. -By this
tine both fleets began to mingle, and our -,
admiral ordered his flag to be hoifted. -At
that inftant, the other iicet, which were
French, boifted their enfigns, and gave usa
broadfide as they pafled by. . Nothing: could.
create greater furprife and contufton among
us than this! The wind was high, the'fea
tough, and we had our lower and middle
deck guns houfed in, {o that not a fingle gun
on board was ready to be fired at any of the
French thips. However, the Royal Williamy
and the Somerfer, being our fternmoft fhipsy
became a little prepared, and each gave the;
French fhips a broadtide as they palied by,
Lafterwards heard this was a Erench {qua-
‘ Dg; . dron,




[ 8 ]

dron, commanded by Mon{. Conflans; and
_certainly had the Frenchman known our con-
‘dition, and had a mind to fight us, they
‘might have done us great mifchief. But we
“were not long before we were prepared for
‘an .engagement. Immediately many things
‘were tofled overboard ; the fhips were made
ready for fighting as foon as pofiible ; and,
about ten at night, we had bent a new main-
fail, the old being fplit. Being now in
readinefs for fighting, we wore fhip, and
ftood afier the French fleet, who were one or
two in number more fhips than we. How-
ever, we gave them chace, and continued pur-
fuing them all night; and at day-light we
faw fix of them, aﬁ large fhips of the line,
and an Englifh Eaft-‘ndiaman, a prize they
had taken. We chafed them all day ll be-
tween three and four o’clock in the evening,
when we came up with, and paffed within a
mu’qnet fhot of one feventy-four gun fhip,
and the Indiaman alfo, who now hoifted her
colours, but immediately hauled them down
again, On this we made a fignal for the
other fhips to take pofleflion of her; and,
~ fuppofing the man of war would likewife .
firike, we cheered;, but fhe did not; though;
if we had fired into her, from being fo near,
we mult have taken her. To my utter fur-
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prife ; the Somerfet, who was the next fhip
a ftern of the Namur, made way likewife ; -
"and, thinking they were fure of this French
thip, they cheered-in the fame manner, but
ftill continued to folfow us. The French
Commodore was about a gun fhot a-head of
all, running from us with all fpeed; and
about four o’clock he carried his fore-top-
maft overboard. This caufed another loud
cheer with us ; and a little after the top maft
came clofe by us ; but to our great furprife,
inftead of coming up with her, we found (he
went as falt as ever, if not fafter. The fea
grew now much fmoother ; and the wind
lulling, the feventy-four gun-thip we had
paffed came a‘gain by us in the very fame di- .
reftion, and fo near, that we heard her peo-
ple talk as {he went by ; yet not a thot was
fired on either fide ; and about five or fix
o’clock, juft as it grew dark, fhe joined her
commodore. We chafed all night : but the:
next day ‘we were owt of fight, fo that we
faw no more of them ; and we only had the
old Indiaman (called Carnarvon I think) for
our trouble. After this, ‘we ftood in for the
channel, and foon made the land ; and, about
the clofe of the year 1758—¢g we got °
fafe to St. Helens ; here the Namur ran
agrouad ; and alfo algotber large fhip a-fterm

6 e
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of us ; but, by ftarting our water, and tof-
fing many things over board to lighten her,
we got the fhips off without any damage,
We ftaid but a fhort time at Spithead, and
then went into Portfmouth harbour to refit ;
from whence the admiral went to London,
and my mafter and T foon followed, with a
prefs-gang, as we wanted fome hands to com-
plcte our complement. |, : .

CHAP. 1V,

The Autbor is baptzzed—Naruwly efmpu
dr owning .— —Go's on an evpedmoix 10 I?Je Me-
diterranean.— Incidents be met with thére— Is
witnefs 1o -an engagement between fome Eng-
lifb and French fhips.—A particular ac~

. count of the celebrated engagement between

.. Admiral Brﬂawen and J\/Ioatj Le Llue, off
" Cape Logas, ,in - Auguft 1759 ~dreadful
- explofion of a French lbdp— The author: fasls

- Jor  Englond— Hits* mafier lappommd 1o 1be
command of ‘a fire- /btp—— Mests. a “negro oy,

Jrom wh m  be exper ;egw,t ‘muth beneiwlence
— Prepares for an expedifor againfi -Bedle-'

) Ijle-A remar /gable ﬁory afiia xdﬁﬂﬁ;imubub; .
befel

e ——— e i e
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befel bis [bip—Arvves at Belle-Ifle—Ope-
rations of the lauding and fiege—The Au-
thor’s danger and diftvefs, with-bis minner
of extricating himfelf - Surrender of Belle-
Ifle — Tranjaltions nfterwards on the coaff
of France— Remarkable inflance of kidnap-
ping— The Author returns to England— -
Heurs: a talk of peace, and expeéls bis free-
dom—His fbip fails jor” Deptford to be paid
off, cnd when be arrives there be is- fud-
~denly feized by bis mofler, and carried for-
cibly on board a Wef Inaia [bip,  and
foid. ~ :

It was now between three and four years
finee 1 firlt came to Enlgand, a great part of
which T had fpent at fea ; {o that [ became
inured to that {ervice, and began to confider
myfelf as happily fituated ;- for my mafter
treated me always extremely well ; and my
attachment and gratitude to him were very
great. From the various {cenes | had beheld .
on fhip-board, 1 {oon grew a ftranger to ter-
ror of every kind and was, in that refpe@®
at leaft almoft an Englithman. 1 have often.
refleted with furprife that + never felt half
the alarm at any of the numerous dangers
I have been in, that I was filled with ot the
firft ight of the Europeans, and at every a&
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- of -theirs, even the moft trifling, when ¥
firt came among them, and for fome time
afterw.rds. That fear, however, which was
the effet of my ignorance, wore away as I
" began to know them. I could mow fpeak
" Englifh tolerable well, and [ perfectly under-
- ftood every thing that was faid. I not only
felt myfelf quite eafy with thefe new coun-
trymen, but relifhed their foctety and man-
ners. I no longer looked upon them as fpirits
but as ‘men fuperior to us ; and therefore I
had the ftronger defire to refemble them : to
imbibe their {pirit, -and imitate their ‘man-
ners ; I therefore embraced every occafion of
improvement ; and every new thing that I
obferved I treafured up in my memory. I
bad long wifhed to be able to read and-
write ; and for this purpofe I took every op-
portunity to gain inftruétion, but had made
as yet very little progrefs. However, when
I went to London with my mafter, I had foon
an opportunity of improving myfelf, which [
gladly embraced. Shortly after my arrival,
-he fent me to wait upon the Mifs Guerins,.
who had treated me with much Kkindnefs.
when T was.there before ; -and they fent me

» to {chool.

While I was attending thefe Jadies, their
fervants told me I could not go to heavena

-
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unlefs T was baptized.® This made me very -
uneafy ; for [ had now fome faint idea of a .
future ftate : Accordingly I communicated
my anxiety to the cldeit Mifs Guerin, with
whom [ was become a favourite, and prefled
her to have me baptized ; when to my great
joy, the told me I thould. She had formerly
atked my mafter to let me be baptized, but
he had refufed ;. however, (he now infifted on
- it; and he, being under fome obligation to
her brother, complied with her requeft ; fol-
was baptized in St. Margaret’s church, Weft-
minfter, in February 1759, by my prefent
name. - The clergyman, at the {fame time,
gave me a boo -, called a-guide to the In-
dians, written by the bifhop of Sodor and
Man. Oan this occafion, Mifs Guerin did
me the honour ta ftand as godmother, and
afterwards gave me a treat. 1 ufed to attend
thefe ladies about the town, in which fervice
I was extremely happy ; as I had thus many.
opportunities of feeing London; which Ide-
fired of all things. 1 was fometimes, how-
ever, with my mafter at his rendezvous~
houfe which was at the foot of Weftminfter-:
- bridge. Here I ufed to enjoy myfelf in play-
ing about the bridge ftairs, and often in the
watermen’s wherries, with other boys. On
one of thefe occafions there was another boy
) with,
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with me in a wherry, ‘and we went out into

the current of the river: while we¢ were
there two more ftout boys came to us in

another wherry, and, abufing us {or taking.

‘the boat defired me to get into the other
wherry-boat. Accordingly I went to get out
of the wherry T was.in ; but juft as I had got
. one of my feet into the other boat, the boys
fhoved it off, fo that [ fell into the Thames;

and, not being able to'{wim, I thould una-

voidably have been drowned, but for the
-affiftance of fome waterman who providen-
" tially came to my relief. -

The Nawmur being again got ready for fea,

my mafter with his gang, was ordered on
board ; and, to my no {mall grief, I was
obliged te leave my {chool-mafter, whomI
liked very much, and always attended while

1 ftayed in London, to repair on board with

my mafter. nor did I leave my kind pa-
tronefles, the Mifs Guerins, without uneafi-
nefs and regret. They often ufed to teach
me to read, and too  great pains to .inftruct
me in tae principles of religion and the
knowledge of God. { therefore parted from
thofe amiable ladies with relu&ance ; after
receiving from them many friendly caudons'
how to conduét. myfelf, and fome valuable
prefents. ' o ' J
- When

.

*
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‘When'l caine to Spithead, T found we were .
deftined for the Mediterranean, with a largel
fleet, which was now reddyto'put to fea. We
only waited for the arrival of the admiral,
w'ho foon came on board ;3 and about the be-
ginning of the {pring 1759, having weighed
anchar and got under way, failed for the Me=
diterranean ; and in'eleven days, from the
Land’s End, we got to Gibralar, . While we
were heré t ufed to be often on fhore, and .
got various fruits in greav plenty, -and very
cheap. . . : :

. I had frequently told feveral people, in my
excurfions on fhore, the ftory of my being
kidnapped with. my. filter, apd of our being
Jeparated, as [ have related before 5 and [
had as often.expreffed my anxiety for her fate,
and my forrow at having never met her again,
One day,. when I was on fhore, and men~ -
tioning thefe circumftances to fome pertons,
one of them told me he - new where my fifter
was, and, if : would accompany him, he
wonld bring me to her. - ‘mprobable asghis
ftory was, I believed it immediately, anhd
agreed to go with him, while my Leart leaped
for joy; and, indeed, he condu ed .me to
a black young woman, who was-fo like my
fifter that at firft fight.I really thought it was
her ; but 1 was quickly undeceived ; and, on
. ' talking

Al
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talking to her, 1 found her to be of another

ration, ' - ‘

While we lay here the Prefton came in from
the Levant. As foon as fhe arrived, my
mafter told me I fhould now fee my old com-
panion Dick, who was gone in her when fhe
failed for Turkey. I was much rejoiced at
this news, and expefled every minute to em-
brace him; and when the captain came on
board of our fhip, which he did immediately

-after, I ran to enquire about my friend ; but,

with inexpreflible forrow, I léarned from the
boat’s crew that the déar youth was dead !

and that they had brought his cheft, and all
his other things, to my mafter : thefe he af-

terwards gave to'me, and I regarded them as
a memorial of my friend, whom I loved and

grieved for as a brother. .

While we weré at Gibralter I faw a foldier
hanging by the heels at one of the moles* .
{ thought this a ftrange fight, as I bad feen
a man hanged in London by his neck. Atan-
other time 1 faw the mafter of a frigate towed -
to fhore on -a grating, by feveral of the men’
of war’s boats, and difcharged the fleet, which
I underftand was a mark of di{grace for cow~

. % He had drowned himfelf in endeavouring o defert-

-ardice.
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ardice. On board the fame fhip there was
al{o a failor hung up at the main-yard-arm.
After lying at Gibralter for fome time, we °
failed up the Mediterranean a confiderable -
way above the gulf of Lyons : where we were
one night overtaken with a terrible -gale of
wind, much greater than any I had ever yet
experienced. The fearan fo high that, though
all the guns were well houfed, there was great .
reafon to fear their getting loofe, the fhip
rolled fo much ; and if they had it muft have
proved our deftruction. After we had cruifed
‘here for a fhort time, we came to Barcelona,
a Spanith fea-port, remarkable for its fitk
mapoufactories. Here the thips were all to be
watered ; and my mafter, who fpoke different
languages, and ufed often to interpret for the
admiral, {uperintended the watering of ours. .
For that purpofe he and the officers of the
other thips, who were on the fame fervice,
had tents pitched in the bay ; and the Spanifh
foldiers were ftationed along the fhore, I fup-.
pofe to fee that no depredations were com-
mitted by our men. - '
I ufcd conftantly to attend my mafter, and
I was charmed with this place. “All the time
we ftayed it was like a fair with_the natives
who brought us fruits of all kinds, and fold
them to us much cheaper than 1 got them in
. , "~ England.
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England. They ufed alfo to bring wine down
to s in hog and fheep fkins, which diverted
me very much. The. Spanith -officers here
treated our officers with great politenefs and.
attention ; and fome of them, in particular,

ufed to come often to my mafter’s tent to.

vifit him ; where they would fometimes divert
themfelves by mounting me on the horfes or
“mules, fo that ! could not fall, and fetting,
them off at tull gallop ; my mmperfect fkill in
horfemanthip all the while affording them no-
fmall entertainment. - After the fhips we ¢
watered, we returned to our old ftition of
eruizing off Touwlon, for the purpofe of inter-
cepting a fleet of Frenclymer of war that lay
there. One Sundzy, in our cruize, we came

‘off a place where there were two fmall Frenchk -
frigateslying in fhore; and our adwiral, thinz-

ing to take or deftroy them, fent two fhips in
after the —the Culloden and the Conqueror.
- They foon came up to the Frenchmen, and I
faw a fiart fight here, both by fea and land :
for the frigates were covered by batreries,
and they played upon our fhips moft furioufly,
-which they as furioufly returned, and for a
long time a conftant firing was :ept up onall

fides at an amazing rate. At laft ane-frigate

{un’ ;"but the people efcaped, though not

without much difficulty: andalitteafter fome: -

of

»



L9 1

of the people left the other-frigate alfo, which
was amere wreck., However, our fhips did
fot venure to bring her away, they were fo
muchgnnoyed from the batteries; which raked
them both in going and coming ; their top-
mafts were fhot away, and they were other-
wife 0 much fhattered, that the admiral was
obliged to fend. in many boats to tow them
back to the fleet. I afterwardsfailed with a
man who fought in one of the French.bat-
teries during the engagement, and he'told me
our fhips had done confiderable mifchief that
day on thore, and in thie batteries.

After this we failed for Gibralter, and ar-"

tived there about Auguft 1759. Here we

remained with all our {ails unbent, while the’

fleet was watering and doing other neceflary,
things. W hile we were in this fituation, one

day the admiral, with moft of the principal -
oficers, and many people of all ftations, be--
Ing on fhore, about feven o’clock in the evena;
Ing we were alarmed by fignals from the fri- .

gates ftationed for that purpofe ; and in an

inftant there was a general cry that the French

fieer was out, and juft pafling through the
freights. The admiral immediately came on
board with fome other officers ; and it is im-

poffible to defcribe the noife, hurry, and con-
fufion, throughout the whole fleet, in bending

3 .+ ther
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their fail¢ and flipping their cables ; many
people and fhips boats were left on fhore in
the buftle. We had ‘two captains on board
of our thip, who czame away in the husy and
left their fhips to follow. {’Vc fhewed lights
from the gun-wales to the main-top-maft-
head ; and all our lieutenants were employed
amongft the fleet to tell the fhips nat to wait
for their captains, but to put the fails to
the yards, flip their cables, and follow us;’
~and in this confufion of making ready for
" fighting, we fet out for fea in the dark after
the French fleet. Here I could bhave ex-

claimed with Ajax,

« Oh Jove! O father! if it be thy will
¢ That we muft perifh, we thy will obey,
« But let us perith by the light of day.”

They had got, the ftart of us fo fag that we
were not able to come up with them during
the night ; but at day-light we faw feven fail
- of the line of battle fome miles a-head. We
immediately chafed themtill about fouro’clock
in the evening, when our fhips came up with
tbem ; and, though we were about fifteen
large fhips, our gallant admiral only fought
them with his own divifion, which confifted
of feven : fo that we were juft fhip for fhip.
We pafled by the whole of the enemy’s fleet

o in
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in order to come at their commander, - Mont
La Clue, who was in the Ocean, an eighty-
four gun fhip : as we pafled they all fired on
us; and at one time three of them fired to«
gether, continuing to do: fo for fome time.
Notwithftanding which our admiral would
not fuffer a gun to be fired at any of them, .
to my aftonifhment ; but made us lie on our
bellies on the'deck till we came quite clofe to
the Ocean, who was a-head of them all ;
when we had orders to pour the whole . three -
tiers into her at once.

The engagement now commenced with
great fury on both fides: the Ocean imme-
datcly_ returned our fire, and we continued

~engaged with each other for fome time ; dur-
ing which I was frequently fturined with the
thundering of the great guns, whofe dreadful

contents hurricd many of my companions into

awful eternity. At laft the French line was-
entirely broken, and we obtained the victory, .

" which was immediately proclaimed with loud

huzzas and acclamations. We -took three-
Pprizes, La Modefte, of fixty-four guns, and

Le Temeraire and Centaur, of feventy-four

guns each. The reft of the French fhips took

to flight with all the fail they could crowd.

Our thip being very much damaged, and quite

difabled from purfuing the enemy, the ad--
miral
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miral immediately quitred her, and went in
the broken and only boat we had left on board
the Newark, with which,  and: fome other
fhips, he went afxel the French.” The Ocean)
and another laig ge French fhip called the Re+
‘doutable, endeavouiing to efcape, ran athore
at Cape Lo gas, on the coaft of Portugal; and -
thé French admiral and fome ¢f the crew'gor
afhore ;  but we; finding it impotible to get
the fhips off, fet fire tothem both. -~ About
midnight T Taw the Ocean blow: up, ‘with 4
moft dreadful explofion. "I never-beheld-2
more awful fcerie. Albout the {pace of a mi-
nrute, the midnight feemed turned inty”.
day by the - blaze, which was attended with

a moife louder and move terrible than thun~
dcr, that feemed torrend evcry elcmenc around
us. ‘-

My ﬁatkon durmg the engagenient was on’
the middle-deck. where I was quartered with
another boy, to bring powder to the after-

“nhoft’ gun; and here 1 -was witnefs of the
dreadful fate of many--of my eompanions, -
who; dnithe twibkling o”an eye, were dathed .
in pleces; and lauachedinto éternity. Hap- -
pily 1 efcaped unhure, though-the-fhot and
“{phitters flew thick about me during the whole
fight Towards the latter partof it my maiter -

'was woundcd and 1 faw him carried down:
: . to
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to the furgeon; but, though I was much
alarmed for him, and wifhed to afflit him, I
dared not leave my poft. At this ftation my
gun-mate (a partner in bringing powder for
the fame gun) and I'ran a very great ritk for
more than half an hourof blowing up the fhip.
For, when we had taken the cartridges out
of the boxes, the bottoms.of many of them
proving rotten, the powder ran all about the
deck, near the match tub: we fcarcely had
water enough at the laft to throw on it. We
were alfo, from our employment, very much
expofed to the enemy’s fhots ; for we had to
go through nearly the whole length of the fhip
to bring the powder. I expected therefore
every minute to be my laft; efpecially when
Haw our men fall fo thick about me; but,
withing to guard as much againft the dangers =
as pofible, at firft I thoughrt 1t'would be fafeft
not te go for the powder till the Frenchmen
had fired their broadfide; and then, while
they were charging, I could ‘go and come
with my powder ; but immediately afterwards.
I thought this caution was fruitlefs; and,
cheering myfelf with the refleGtion that there
was a tume allotted for me to die as well as
to be born, T inftantly caft ‘off all fear or .
thought whatever of death, and wentthrough -
the whole of my duty with alacrity ; pleafing

- E © 0 myfelf
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mylelf with the hope, if I furvived the battle,

- of relating it and the dangers I had efcaped
to the Mifs Guerins, and others, when I
fhould return to London. = ° -

Our fhip fuffered very much in this ‘en-
gagement ; for, befides the number of ‘our
killed and wounded, fhe was almoft torn to

" pieces, and our rigging fo much fhattered,

- that our mizen-maft, main-yard, &c. hung
ovey, the fide of the fthip; {6 that we swere
obliged to get many carpenters and others,

“from fome of the thips of the fleet, to affift in

- fetting us in fome tolerable order ; and, not.
v withftanding which, it took us fome time be-

. fore we were completely refitted ; after which

~ we left Admiral Broderick to. command, and
‘we, with the prizes, fteered for England.

On the paflage, and as foon as my mafter was

fomething recovered of his wounds, the ad-
~miral appointed him captain of the Atna fire-

- fhip, on which he and I left the Namur, and
.~ went on board of her at fea: [ liked this
little (hip very much. T now became -the
captain’s (teward ; in which fituation I was

_ very happy, for . was extremely well treated

- by all on board, and 1 had leifure to improve
_ myfelf in reading and writing. The latter F

had learned a little of before I' left the Na-

. mur, as there was a fchool on board. When

we
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we arrived ag Spithead, the ZAtpa went into
Portfmouth harbour to refit, which: being
: dape, we returned to Spithead, and-joined a
large fleet that was thoughe to.be intended
againft the Havannah ; but about that time:
the king died ; whether that ‘prevemnted the.
expedition I know not ; but it caufed ourfhip
to be ftationed at Cowes, in the ifle of Wight,
. till the beginning of the year fixty-one. Here
. I fpent my time very pleafantly; I wasmuch.
on fhore all abaut this delightful ifland, and
found the inhabitants very civil. S
. While I was here, I met with a trifling/in<
. cident, -which furprifed me agreeably. ‘T was.
one day in a field belenging to a' geseleman:
. who had ablack boy about my own fize ; this
. boy having obferved ‘me from his' matter’s
houfe, was tranfported at the fight of ohe of -
his own countrymen, and’ranto meet me with’
the utmoft hafte. I not knowing what he was
. about, turned a little out of his way at firft,
~but to no purpofe : he foon came clofe to me,’
and caught hold of me in his armsasif I had-
been his brother, though we had néver feen
each other before. Afrer we had talked fo-
gether for fome titne, he took me to his maf-
ter’s houfe, where I was treated very kindly.
This benevolent-boy and I were very happy in
frequently fecing each other, till about the
E 2 month
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month of March 1761, when our fhip had
orders to fit out again foranother expedition.
When we got ready, we joined a very large
fleet at Spithead, commanded by Commodore
Keppel, which was deflined againft Belle-Ifle;
and, with a number of tranfport fhips with
troops on board, to make a defcent on the
place, we failed once more in queft of fame.
I longed to engage in new adventures and fee.
frefh wonders. - .
"I had a mind on which every thing uncom-
mon made its full impreflien, and every event
which ‘1 confidered as marvellous. Every
‘extraordinary efcape, or fignal deliverance,
either of myfelf.or others, I looked upon to
be effected by the interpofition of Providence.
‘We had not been above ten days at fea before
an incident of this kind happéned ; which,
whatever credit it may ebtain from the reader,
made no fmall impreffion on my mind. -
. We had on board a gunner, whofe name.
was John Mondle, a man of very indifferent
morals. This man’s cabin was between the
decks, exattly over where I lay, a-breaft of
the quarter-deck ladder. One night, the gth
of April, being terrified with a dream, he
awoke in fo great a fright that he could not
_ reft in his bed any longer, nor even remain
in-his cabin; and he"went upon deck about
' ' v ' - four

e e ——— e e
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four o’clock in the morning extremely agi-
tated. He immediately told thofe on the
deck of the agonies of “his mind, and the
dreim which occafioned it; in which he faid
ke had feen many things very awful, and had
been warned by St Peter to repent, who told
him time was thort. This he faid had greatly
alarmed him, and he was determined to alter
his life. People generally mock the fears of
others when _they are themfelves in fafety ;
and fome of his fhipmates who heard him only
laughed at him. However, he made a vow .
that he never would drink ftrong liquors
again; and he immediately got a light, and
gave away his fea-ftores of liquor. After
~ which, bis agitation ftill continuing, he began
to read the Scriptures, hoping to find fome
- relief; and foon afterwards he laid himfelf
down again on his bed, and endeavoured to
compofe himfelf to fleep, but to no purpofe;
his mind ftill continuing in a ftate of agony.
By this time it was exactly half after feven 1n
the morning : 1 was then under the half-deck
at the great cabin door; and at all once I
heard the people in the waiit ery out, moft
fearfully—¢ The lord have mercy upon ts!
¢ We are all loft! The Lord have mercy
¢ upon us?” Mr. Mondle hearing the cries,
immediately ran, out of his cabin; 'and we
g E 3 . were
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were inftantly frriack by the Lynnci aforty-

gun' fhip, Captain Clark, which nearly rah

us down. - This fhip had juft put about, and '

was by the wind, but lad not got full head-
way, or we muft all have peri_ﬁjed ; for the
wind “was britkk. However, before Mr.

Mondle had got four fteps from his cabin

.door, {He ftruck our fhip with her cutwater,

. right in the middle of his bed and cabin, and

ran it'up to the combings of the quarter deck
hatchway, and above three feet below water,
- and in a minute there was not 4 bit of wood
to be feen where Mr Mondle’s cabin ftood :
and he was fo near being killed, that fomeof
‘the fplinters tore his face. As Mr. Mondle
muft inevitably have perithed from this acci-
dent, had he not been alarmed in the very ex-
traordinary way 1 have related, I could not
help regarding this as an awful .interpofition
of Providence for his prefervation. The two
thips for fome time {winged alongfide of each
other; for ours being a firefhip, our grap-
pling-irons caught the Lyone every way,
* and the yards and rigging went at an afto~
nithing rate.” Our fhip was in fuch a fhock-
ing condition that we all thought fhe would
inftantly go down, and every one ran for

_~ . their lives, and got as well as they could on

Jbaard the Lynne; but our licutenant being

the
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tire aggreffor, he never quitted the fhip.
However; when we found fhe did not
fink immediately, the captain’came on board
again, and encouraged our people tq return
and try to fave her. . Many of them came
back, but fome would not venture. Some of
the fhips in the fleet,- feecing our fituation,
immediately fent their boats to our affiftance,
but it took us the whole day to fave the fhip
with all their help. And by ufingevery pof-
fible means, particularly frapping her toge-
ther with many haw(ers, and putting a great
quantity of tallow below water where fhe
was damaged, fhe was kept: together ; but it
was well we did not meet with, any gales of
wind, or we muft have gone to pieces; for:
‘we were in fuch a crazy condition that we
had thips to attend us till we arrived at Belle-
Ifle, the place of our deftination; and then.
we had all things taken out of the fhip, and
fhe was properly repaired. Fhis efcape of -
Mr. Mondle, which he, as well as myfelf,
always confidered as a fingular a&t of Provis
dence, I believe had a great influence on his
life and condu& ever. afgterwards. , .

Now that I am on this fubjet, I beg leave
to relate another inftange or twa which
ftrongly raifed my belief of the particular
lterpofition of ‘Heaven, and which might
. . E 4 ROt
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-not otherwife have found a place here," from
their infignificance. I belonged for .a few
“days, in the year 1758, to the Jafon, of fifty-
four guns, at Plymouth; and one night, when
I was on board, a woman, with a child at
her breaft, fell from the upper deck dowa
into the hold, near the keel. Every one
‘thought that the mother and child muft be
both dafhed to pieces ; -but; to our great fur-
prife, neither of them was hurt. I myfelf
one day fell headlong from the upper deck
of the Atna down the after-hold, when the
ballaft was out ; and all who faw me fall cried
out I was killed : but I received nor the leaft
~injury. And in the fame fhip-a man fell
~ from the maft-head on the deck without be-
ing hart. In thefe, and in many more in- -
ftances, I thought I could plainly trace the
hand of God, without whofe permiffion a-
{parrow cannot fall. I began to. raife my
fear from man to him:alone, and.to call daily
on his holy name with fear :and reverence :
~and I truft he heard my fupplications, and
- .gracioully condefcended to anfwer me ac-
cording to his holy word, and to implant the
feeds of piety in me, €ven one of the meaneft
of his creatures. , - - - :
When we had refitted our fhip, and all
-things - were in readinefs for attacking the
SR . ~ place,

o
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place, the troops on board the tranfports were
ordered to difembark ; and my mafter, as a-
junior captain, had a fhare in thé command
of the landing. This was on the ‘12th of
April. The French were drawn up on the
fhore, and had madé every difpofition to op-
pofe the landing of our men, only a-fmalt
part of them this day. being able to effe® it ;
moft of them, after fighting with great
‘bravery, were cut off; and Generat Craw-
ford, with a number of others, were taken
prifoners. In this day’s engagement we had
alfo our lieutenant killed. .

.On the 21ft of April we renewed our ef-
forts to land the men, while all the men of
war were ftationed along the fhore to cover -
it, and fired at the French batteries and
breaftworks, from early in the inorning till
about four o’clock in the evening, when our
foldiers effe¢ted a fafe landing. They im-
mediately attacked the French ; and, after a
fharp encounter, forced them from the bat-
teries. Before the enemy retreated, they
blew up feveral of them, left they fhould fail
into our hands. Our mén now proceeded to
befiege the citadel, and my mafter was or-
dered on fhore to fuperintend the landing of
alt the materials neceffany for carrying on the:
fiege ;- in which fervice 1 moftly attended -

Es R



T 1061 L

him. While I was there I went about to dif-
ferent parts of the ifland ; and one day, par-
- ticularly, my curiofity almoft coft me my life.
1 wanted very much to fee the mode of
. charging the mortars,and letting off the thells,
and for that purpofe I went to an Englith
;atgcry, that was but very few yards from the
" Walls ‘of the citac}el. There, indeed, 1 had
an_opportuniy of completely gratifying my-
felf ilr)xpf%eing tlile*whpl.g opex?;tgmfn, iné% th’ic
mot without running a very great rifk, both
from the Englifh fhells that burft while T was
there, but likewife from thofe of the French.
.One of the largeft of their fhells burfted -
‘within npine or ten yards of me: there was a
fingle rock clofe by, about the fize of a butt;
and I.got inftant {helser under it in time to.
.avoid ‘the fury of the thell. "Where it bur
the earth was torn in fuch a manner that two.
' or three butts mi(?h,& eafily have gone into the
‘hole it made, and it threw great quaritities of
- flones and dirt 0 a confiderable diftance.
‘Three fhots were alfo fired at me, and another
.bay who was along ‘with me, one of them in:
pacicular feemed. " 0 T
2 - % Wing'd with rpd Yightaing and-impetious rage ;%
* for, with amoft dieadful Tound, it mired’cuge

L. -
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byme, and ftrdck x rock at a little diftance;,
which ic fhdttered ‘to pieces. When 1 faw
what perilous circumftances I was in, I'at-
wnpted tb return the reareft way 1 could
find, and thereby I got between the Englifh
and tiie French centinglss  An‘ Englifh fer-

jeant, who tommanded the outpofts, feeing

me, and furprifed how I came there (which
wis by ftealth along the fea-fhore), repri-
manded me very feverely for it, and inftantly
took the centinel off his poft into cuftody,
for his negligence in fuffering me to pafs the

lines. While I wias in this fituation I ob-.

fetved at a little diftance a French horfe, be-
Jonging to fome iftanders, which I thought I
would now mount; for the greater expedition
of getting off. Accordingly, I took fome
cord which I had about me, and making a
kind of bridle of it T putit round the horfe’s
head, and the tame beéaft very quietly {uf-
fered me to tie him thus and mount him.

‘As foon as I was orf the horfe’s back I began .

to Kick and beat him; and ey every means
to make him go6 quick, but all to very httle
purpofe ¢ I'could not drive him out of a flow
paces. Whilé I was creeping along, ftilk
within féach of the eneiny’s {hot, 1 met with
afervant well mounted ea an'Englifh horfe.
1 immediately ftopped; and, crying, told
' E6 ~ him
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him my cafe; and begged of-him ta hélp me; -
and this he effetually.did ; muvinglgﬁnc :
large whip, he began to lafly. tay horfe with
it {o feverely, -that he fet off full fpeed with -
me towards the fea, while I was quite unable
to,hold or ‘manage him. In this' manner }-
went along till 1 came to a craggy precipice.
I now could not ftop my herfe ; and my mind
was filled with apprehenfions of my deplora-
ble fate fhould “he go down:the precipice,
which he appeared, fully difpoled to do:.I
therefare thonght I had better throw myfelf
off him at-once, which I did immediately,
with a great deal of dexterity, and fostu- -
natelyefcaped unburt. As foon:as I-found
myfelf atltberty, I made the beft of my ow?t
for the fhip, determined I would not be fo
fool-hardy again in a hurry. N
We. continued to befiege -the citadel till -

June, when it furrendered. During the fiege
I have counted above fixty fhells and carcafes
in the air .at once. When this place was
taken I went through the citadel, and in; the
bomb-proofs under it, which were cut in.the
folid:.rock’; and I thought it a furprifing

~-place, both for firength and building : . not-
withftanding which our fhots and fhells had
made amazing devaftation, and ruinous heaps

. all around it. - T
. , _ After

".
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After-the taking of this iflind, our fhips
with fome others commanded by commodore
Stanhope. in the Swifture, went to Bafle-road,
where we blocked up a French fleet. Our
fhips were there from June till February fol-~
lowing ; and in that time 1 faw a great many
fcenes of war, and ftratagems on both fides,
to deftroy each other’s fleet. Sometimes we
would attack the French with fome thips of
the line; at other times with boats ; and fre-

) ;ucntly we made prizes. Once or twice the

rench attacked us by throwing fhells with
their bomb-veflels ; and one day as a French
veffel was throwing fhells at our fhips, fhe
broke from her {prings, behind the ifle -of
Re: the tide being complicated, fhe came
“within a gun fhot of the Naffau ; but the
Naffau could not bring a gun to bear upon
her, and thereby the Frenchman got off.
We were twice attacked by their fire-floats, .
which they chained together, and then let
them .float down with the tide; but each
time we fent boats with grapplings, and tewed
them fafe out of the fleet. '

We had different commanders while we -
were at this place, Commodares Stanhope,
Dennis, Lord Howe, &c. From thence, be-
fore the Spanifh war began, our fhip and the
Walfp floop were fent to St. Sebaftian in Spain,

T 4 : by
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by Comtmodore Stanhope ; and Comniodore
Dennis afterwards fent 6ur thip ds a cartél to
Bayonne in France *, afier which 4 we went
in February 1762 to Belle-lfle, and there
ftayed till the fummer, then we left it; ant
returned to Porefmouth, - T

.-~ After. our fhip was fitted out’again for fer-,
¥ice; it September fhe: went to Guernfey,
where 1 was vety glad to fee my old hoftefs,
" who was ow- a'widow; and my former-little .
charming ecompanion her daaghter. I fpent
fome time hiere very happily with them, till

% Among others whom we.brpught frem Bayonne,
were two géntlemen, who bad besn -in the Weft Indies,
where they fold flaves; and they confefled they had made
at one time a falfe bill f fale, and fold two Portuguefe
white men among a lot of flaves. S '

§ Some people have it, that fordetimes fhibrtly before

erfons die, their ward has been feen; that is, fome fpirit
%altly in their likenefs, though they are themfel¥es at
other places -t the fame time. One day while we were at
Bayonne; Mr. Mondle faw one of our men, as he thoyghs,
in the gun-room ; anda little after, coming on'the quarer-
deck, he fpoke of the circumftances of this man te fome of
the officers. They told Kim that the. man was thén out of
the fhip, in 6ne of the boats ‘with the’ litutenant ; but
" Mr. Mondle would not' beliéve it, ahd we fearched the
- Ahip, when we found the min wasachmlly ouf of her; and
when the boat returned fome time afterwards, we found:
“thé man had been drowned at the very time Mr. Mondle
thought hefaw him. oL
K , 3 O&ober,
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. O&tobet, when we had’ orders tb repair t6
Portfmouth. We parted from ¢ach othet
with -a great deal of affetion ; and I pro-
mifed to return foon, and fee them again,
not knowing what all-powerful fate had de-
termined for me. Our fhip having arrived at
Portfmouth, we went into the habour, and
remained thete till the latter end of Novem-
ber, when we heard great talk about peace ;
and, to our very great jJoy, in the beginning
of December we had orders to go up to Lon«
" @on with our thip to be paid off. We re-
ceived this news with loud hazzas, and every
other demonftration of gladnefs; and no-
thing but mirth was to be fe¢n throughout
every part of the fhip. 1 too was not with-
out my fhare of the general joy on this occa«
fion. I thought: now of nothing but being
freed, and working for myfelf, and thereby
getting money to enable me to get a good
education ; for ! always had a great defire to
be able at leaft to read and write; and while
I was on thip-board . had endeavoured to im-
prove myfelf in both. While I was in the
Aitna particularly, the captain’s clerk taught
me to writ¢, ahd gave me a {mattering of
arighmeric as far as the rule of three. There
was alfo one Daniel Queen, about forty years
of age, a manvery well educared, who mcﬁﬁg
. . . . w .
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with me on board this thip, and he likewife
-drefled and attended the captain. Fortus
nately this man foon became very much at-
tached to me, and took very great pajns to in-
ftru& me in many things. He taught me to
fhave and drefs hair a little, and alfo to read
in the Bible, explaining many paflages to me, -
which I did not comprehend.' 1 was wonder-
fully furprifed to fee the laws and rules of my
own country written almoft exaltly here;; .2
circumftance which I believe tended to im-
prefs our manners and cuftoms more deeply
on my memory. I ufed to tell him of this
refemblance; and many a time we had fat
up the whole night together at this employ- -
- ment.” In fhort, he was like a father to me; .
- and fome even ufed to call me after his name
they alfo ftyled me the black Chriftian. In-
deed I almoft loved him with the affetion of
a fon. Many things 1 have denied myfelf
- that he might have them ; and when I ufed -
. to play at marbles or any other game, and
won a few halfpence, or got any little moaey, -
which [ fometimes did, for fhaving any one, -
I ufed to buy him a little fugar or tobacco, -as
far as my ftock of money would go. He
- ufed to fay, that he and I never fhould part;
and that when our fhip was paid off, and I was -
as free as himfelf or any other man on boarlcll, ‘
_ A " he

DR
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he would inftru& me in his bufinefs; by which
I might gain a good livelihood. This gave
me new life and {pirits ; and my heart burned
within me, while I thought the time long till
I obtained my freedom: for though my mafter
had not promifed it to me, yet befides the
affurances I had received that he had noright
to detain me, he always treated me with the
greateft kindnefs, and repofed in me an un-
bounded confidence ; he even paid attention
to my morals ; and would never fuffer. me to
deceive him, or tell lies, of which he ufed to
tell me the confequences ; and that if | did fo
God would not love me; fo that from all this
tendernefs I had never once fuppofed, in all
my dreams of freedom, that he would think

of detaining me any longef than I wilhed.
In purfuance of our orders we failed from
Portfmouth for the Thames, and arrived at "~
Deptford the 1oth of December, where we
caft anchor juft as it was high water.. The
fhip was .up about half an hour, when my
mafter ordered the barge to be manned; and
all in an inftant, without having before given
me the leaft reafon to {ufpect any thing of the
-matter, he forced me into the barge, faying
I was going to leave him, but he would take
care I fhould not.. T was fo ftruck with the
unexpeétednefs of this proceeding, tha‘g far
. ome
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- fome time 1 did not make a reply, only'l
“made an offer to go for my beoks - and chelt
of clothes, but he {were I fhould not move
-out of his fight ; and if I did he would cut my
throat, at the fame time taking his hanger.
I began, however, to collet myfelf: and,
-plucking up courage, I told him I was free,
and he could not by law ferve me fo. But
“this only enraged him the more; and he con-.
tinued to fivear, and faid he would foon let
me know whether he would or not, and at
that inftant fprung himfelf into the barge from
the thip, to the aftonithment and forrow of
all on board. The tide, rather unluckily for
‘me, had juft turned downward, fo that we
"quickly fell down the river along with it, aill
we:came among. fome outward-bound Weft
Indiamen ; for he was refolved to put me on
‘board the firft veffel he could get to receive
me. The boat’s crew, who pulled againdt
their will, becamequite faintat different times,
and would have gone afhore ; but he would -
not et them. Some of them ftrove then to
cheer me, and told me he could not fell me,
and that they would ftand by rhe, which ré-
vived me alittle, and - ftill entértained hopes;
for as they pulled along he atked fome veffels
to receive me, and they would not. But,
- juft as we had got a little below Gravefend,
‘ v , we
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we caitie alongfide of a thip which was going
awdy the next tide for the Weeft Indies; her.
nadye ‘wis the ‘Charming Sally, Cape. James
Deotan’y and my mafter went on board and
agreed with-him for me; and in a little time
‘I was fént for into the cabin. - When I came
‘there, Captain Doranatked me if  knew him ?
I anfwered- that I did-not; ¢ Then,’ faid he,
¢ you are now my flave.” I told him my
mafter could not fell me to him, nor to any
one efe. ¢ Why,’ faid he, ¢ did not your
¢ mafter buy yqu ?’ I confefled he did. ¢But
I have ferved him,’ faid I, ‘many years,
and he has taken all my wages and prize-
money, for I only got one fixpence during
the war; befides this I have been baptized ;
and by the laws of the land no man has a
¢ right to fell me:*> And I added, that1had
heard a lawyer and others at different times
tell my mafter fo. They both then faid that
thofe people who told me fo were not my
friends : but I replied—*¢ It was very extraor-
¢ dinary that other people did not know the
¢ law as well as they.’. Upon this Captain
Doran faid I talked too much Englith ; and
if 1 did nor behave myfelf well, and be quiet,
he had a method on board to make me. I

was-tao well convineed' of his power over me
~ : v o

AN & & & «
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to doubt what he faid : and my former fuf- |
. ferings in the flave fhip prefenting themfelves
to my mind, the recolle&ion of them.made
me fhudder. - However, before I retired, I
told them that as I could not get any right
among men here, I hoped I fthould hereafter
~ in Heaven; and I immediately left the cabin,
filled with refentment and forrow. The only
coat I had with me my mafter took away with
him, and faid, ¢ If your prize-money had
¢ been 10,000l I had a right to it all, and
¢ would have taken it.” 1 had about nine
~guineas, which during my long fea-faring
Iife, I had fcraped together from trifling per-
quifites and little ventures ; and I hid it that
inftant, left my mafter thould take that'from
me likewife, ftill hoping that by fome means
or other 1 fhould make my efcar - to the thore,
and indeed fome of my old {L.pmates told me
not to defpair, for they would get me back
again; and that, as foon as they could get
their pay, they would immediately come to
Portfmouth to me, where this thip was going:
but, alas! all my hopes were baffled, and the
‘hour of my deliverance was as yet far off.
My mafter, having foon concluded kis bar-
gatn with the caprain, came out of the cabin,
and he and his people got into the boat, and
' T e 7 pue
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put off; I followed them with aching eyes as
long as I could, and when they were out of-
fight I threw myfelf on the deck, with a heart
ready to burft with forrow and anguith.

_.._'_.————‘-———____..__.__—..—-———;-—

"CHAP V.

The author’s refletions on bis fituation—Is de-
cieved by a promife of being delivered—His.
defpair alt‘ﬁling jor the Weft Indies—Ar-

- rives at Montferrat, where be is Jold to My,
King—Various interefting influnces of oppref-
Sion, cruelty, and extortion, which the author
Jaw practifed upon the flaves in the Weft Indies
during his captivity, from the year 1763 to
1766—Addrefs an it to the planters. -

Trus, at the moment I expelted all my
toils to end, was I plunged, as I fuppofed, in
a new flavery; in comparifon of which all
my {ervice hitherto had been perfedt free-
dom ; and whofe horrors, always prefent to
my mind, now ruthed on it with-tenfold -ag-’
gravation. I wept very bicterly for fome
ume : and began to think that I muft (llxavc

' one
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- done fomething to difpleafe the Lotd, that he'
thus punifhed me fo feverely. ‘This filled me
with painful refle€tions on my paft:condué ;
1 recolle@ed that on tlic -morning’ of cur:ar-
rival at Deptford 1 had rafhly fwora that as
foon as we reached London I would fpend the
day in rambling and fport. My confcience
fmote me for this unguarded expreffion : I fels
that the Lord was able to difappoint me in
all things, and immediatéely confidered: my
prefent fituation a3 a judgment of Heaven on
account of my prefumption in {weating: I
therefore, with contrition of "heart, -acknow-
ledged my tranfgreffion to God, and poured
out my foul before him with unfeignied re-
pentance, and with earseft fupplications I be-
fought him not to abandon me in my diftrefs,

. nor calt me from his mercy forever, Ina

little time my grief, fpent with its own vio-

lence, began to fubfide; and after the firft
confufion of my thoughts was over, I reflected
with more calmnefs on my prefent condition :.

I confidered that 'trials and difappointments

are fometimes for our good, and 1 thought

God might perhaps have permitted this in

order to teach me wifdom -and refigiiation ;

for he had hitherto fhadowed me with the
wings of his mercy, and by his invifible but
powerful hand brought me the way 1 knew
) N B not.
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not. Thefe refleGtions gave me a little com~

fort, and I arofe at laft from the deck with ~

deje&ion and forrow in my countenarce, yet
mixed with fome faint hope that the Lord
wowld appear for my deliverance. . S
. Soon afterwards as my new mafter was
going on fhore, he called me to him, and
told me to behave myfelf well, and do the
bufinefs of the fhip the fame as any of the.
- reft of the boys, and that 1 fhould fare the
better for it; but I made him no anfwer. [
was then aftked if I could {wim, and I faid,
No. However 1 was made to go undér the
deck; and was well watched. The next tide
, the thip got under way; and foon after arrived
at the Mother Bank, Portfmouth; where fhe
waited a few days for fome of the Weft India
convoy. While : was here ' tried every means
I cou(l’g‘devife among -the people of the fhip .
to get me a boat froem the- fhore, as there was
noncfuffered tocomealongthefide of the thip ;
and their own, whenever it was ufed, was
hoifted in again immediately. A failor on
board took a guinea from me on pretence of
gettingmeaboat; and promifed me, time after
time, that it was hourly to come off. When
he had the watch upon deck : watched alfo ;.
and looKed long enough, but all in vain; I
could never fee either the boat or my guinea
again,
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.a%ain. .And what I thought was &fll‘thje'wor&
of all, the fellow gave information, "as- I af-

terwards found, all the while to the mares -

of my intention to go off, if I could in any -

-way do it; but, rogue-like, he never told
them he had got a guinea from me-to procure
my efcape. However, after we had failed,

and his trick was made known to ther‘(hip’s,

crew, I had fome fatisfa&ion in fceing him
detefted and defpifed by them all for his be-
haviour tome. I was ftill in hopes that m

old fhip mates would not forget their promife
to come for me at Porfmouth : and they did
“at laft, but not till the day before we failed,
fome of them did come there, and fent me
off fome oranges, and other tokens of their
regard. They alfo fent-me word they would
come off to me themfelves the next day. or the,
day after; and a lady alfo, who lived in Gof-
port, wrote to me that fhe would come and

take me out of the fhip at the fame time. This_

lady had been once very intiniate with my

former mafter; I ufed to fell and take care
of a great deal of property for her in different

fhips; and in return fhe always fhewed great

‘friendfhip for me, and ufed to tell my mafter

that the would take me away to-live with her:

_ but unfortunately for me, a difagreement

{foon afterwards took place between them &
: : : an
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and fhe was fucce¢ded in my mafter’s good.
graces by another lady, who appeared fole
miftce(s of -the Atna, and moftiy lodged on
board. I-was net fo great a favourite with
this Lady as with the former; fhe had con-
ceived a pique againft me on' fome occafion
ywhen fhe was on board, and fhe did not fail
to imfligate my mafter to trcat me in the

 manner he did * ~
' Howewver, the next morning, the 3eth of -

December, the wind being brifk and eafterly,
the Aolus frigate, which was to efcort the
convoy, made a fignal for failing. ' All the
thips then got up their anchors ; and, before
any of'my friends had an opportunity to come
off .to my relief, to my inexpreflibic anguith
our fhip had got under way. What tumultuous
emotions agitated my feul when the convoy
got under fail, and I, a prifoner on board, now
without hope ? I kept my fwimming eyes upon
the land in a ftate of unutterable grief; not

A d

* Thus was I facrificed to the envy and refen'ment of
this woman, for knowing that the lady whom fhe had fuc-
ceeded in my mafter’s good graces defigned to take me.
into her fervice; which, had I once got on fhore, fhe
would not have been able to prevent,  Ste felt her pride
alarmed at the fuperiarity of. her rival in being attendcd
by a black fervant: it was not lefs to prevent this than to
be revenged on me, that the caufed the captain to ticat me
thus crueliy. '

F knowing
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knqw%n'g what to do, and defpairing how -to
help myfelf. While my mind was in this fitu-
ation, the fleet failed on, and in one day’s time

1loft fight of the withed-for land. 'In the firft .

expreffions of my grief I reproached my fate,
and_wifhed -1 had never been born. I was
ready to curfe the tide that bore us, the gale
_that wafted my prifon, and even the fhip that
conducted us; and I called on death to re-
lieve me from the horrors I felt and dreaded,
" that I might be in that place

8¢ Where {laves are’free, and men opprefs no more,
# Foo! that | was, inur’d fo long to pain, '
¢¢ To trult to hope, or dream of joy again.
“_g****,**********.**‘* -
¢« Now dragg’d once more beyond the weftern main,
¢ ‘I's groan beneath fome daftard planter’s chaing -
¢ Where my poor. countrymen in bondage wait
¢ The long enfranchifement of a lirg’ning fate :
¢« Hurd lingering fate! while, ere the dawn of day,
¢ Rous’d by the lafh, they go their cheerlefs way ;
w And as their foul with fhame and anguifh buin,
s Salute with groans unwelcome morn’s return,
¢« And, chiding ev’ry hour the flow- pac’d fun, -
¢« Puifue theiy toils till all his race’is run,

. *¢ No eye to mark their {uff’rings with a tear;
¢ No friend to comfort, and no hope to0 cheer:
« Then, like the dull unpity’d brutes, repair
« To ftalls as wretched, and as coarfe a fare ;
¢¢ Thank heaven one day of mis'ry was o’er,
¢ Then fink to fleep, .and with to wake no more *.”

» « The Dying Negro,” a poem originally publifbed in 1773.
Ferbaps it 333“, 8 Le decmen mpertiaent here to add, that s
. R clegan

.
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The turbulénce of my emations, however,
naturally gave way to calmer thoughts, and I
foon perceived what-fate had decreed no mor--
tal on earth could prevent. The convoy failed
on without any accident, with a pleafant gale
and fmooth fea, for fix weeks, till February,
when one morning the Aolus ran down a brig,
one of the convoy, and fhe inftantly went down
and was .ingulfed in the dark recefles of the
ocean. The convoy was immediately thrown
into great confufion till it was day-light; and
the Zolus was illuminated with lights to pre- .
vent any farther mifchief. Onr the 13th of
February 1763, from the maft-head, we de-
“fcried our deftined ifland Montferrat, and' foon
after I beheld thefe ,
« Regions of .forrow, doleful fhades, where peace
“ And reft can rarely dwell. ~ Hope never comes

 That comes to all, but torture without end
¢ Siill urges.”

At the fight of this land of bondage, a freth
horror ran through-all my frame; and chilled
me to the heart. My former flavery now rofe
in dreadful review to my mind, and difplayed

elegant and pathetic little poem was occafioned, as appears by the
ndvertifemeng;rcﬁxed to it, by the following incidcn? fe“ A lzlack
who, a few days before had ran away from .his mafter, and got
himfelf chriftened, with intent to marry a white woman, his fellow-
fervant, being taken, and fent on board a fhip in t'e Thames, took
sn opportunity of fhooting himfclf through the head.” -

Fa2 nothing
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_ nothing but'mifery, ftripes, and chains; and,
in the firft paroxy{m of my grief, I called upon-
- God’s thunder, and his avenging power, to
dire@ thé ftreke of death to me, rather than
. permit me to becope a flave, and 1o be fold:
from lord to lord. ‘ : : '
"~ In this flate of my mind our fhip came to-
an anchor, and foon after difcharged her:
cargo. I now knew what it was to work-
bard ; 1 was made to help te unload and load -
the thip. -And, te comfprt me in my diftrefs:
in that time, two ef the failors robbed me of
all'my money, and ran away frém the fhip. I
had been fo long ufed to an European climate,,
that at firft ‘I felt the fcorching Weft India-
fun very painful, while the dafhing furf
- would vofs the boat and the people in-it fre-

‘quently. above high-warér mark.. Sometimes
. our limbs were broken with this, or even
attended with inffant death, and I was day by
day mangled and torn. )

About the middle of May, when the fhip
was got ready to fail for England, I all the.
time believing that Fate’s blackeft clouds. were
gathering over my head, and expe&ing their -
burfting would mix me with the dead, Captain
Doran fent for me athore one moining, and [
was told ‘by the meflenger that my fate was

then determined.  With trembling fleps and
‘ fluttering ~

~
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flurtering heart I came to the: captain, and.
found with him ane Mr. Robert King, a qua- ~
ker, and the firft merchant in the place. . The
captain then told me my former mafter had
:fent me there to be fold ; but that he had de-
fired him to get me the beft mafter he could,
as he.told him 1 was a very deferving boy,
which ‘Captain Doran faid he found to be.
true, and if he were to ftay in the Weft Indies,
- he would be glad to keep-me himfelf; but he
.could not venture to take me to London, for
-he was very fure tlrat when I came there. I
‘would leave him. I at that inftant burft out a
¢rying, and begged much of him to take me
to England with him, but all to no purpofe.
He told me he had got me the very beft ma-
- fter in'the whole ifland, with whom I fhould be ~ -
as happy as if I were in England, and for-that - -
reafon he chofe to lethim have me, though he ~
‘could fell me to his own brother-in-law for a
great deal more money than what he got from
this gentleman. Mr. King, my new mafter, '
then rnade a reply, and faid, the reafon he had
bought me was on account of my good cha-
raer; and, as he had not the leaft doubr of
my good behaviour, 1 thould be very well off .
‘with him. He alfo told me he did not live is
the Weft Indies, but at Philadelphia, where he
was going foon ; and, as I underflood fomes

’ : ¥i3 . thing -
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thing of the rules of arithmetic, when we got
there he would put me to fchool, and fit me
for a clerk. - This converfation relieved my
mind a little, and I left thofe gentlemen  con-
fiderably more at eafe in myfelf than when T
came to them ; and I was very thankful to -
Captain INoran; and even to my old mafter,
for the chara@er they had given me; a cha-
~ -ralter which 1 afterwards found of infinite
fervice to me. I went on board again, and .
took leave of all my fhipmates; and the next_
day the fhip failed. When fhe weighed an-
chor I went to the waterfide and looked at
. her, with a very wifhful and aching heart, and
* followed her with my eyes until the was totally
out of fight. Iwas fo bowed down with grief
that I could not hold up my head for many
months; and jf my new mafter had not been
kind to me, I believe I thould have died under
it at laft. And indeed I foon found that he’
fully deferved the good chara&er which Cap-
tain Doran had given me of him; for he pof- .
fefled a moft amiable difpofition and temper,
and was very charitable and humane. If any
of his flaves behaved amifs, he did not beat or
ufe them ill, but parted with them. This made
them afraid of difobliging him; and as he
treated his flaves better than any other man
- an the ifland, fo he was better and more faith-
o . fully
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fully ferved by them in return. By this kind
treatment I did at laft endeavour to coimipofle
myfelf; and with fortitude, though.moneylcfs,
determined to face whatever fate had decreed
ferme. Mor. King foon afked me what I could
do; and at the fame time faid he did not mean
to treat mae as a common f{lave. I told him [
knew fomething of fean.anfhip, and could |
fhave and drefs hair pretty well 3 and 1 could
refine wines, which 1 had learned on (hipboard,
where | had often done it ; -and that I could
write, and under(tood arithmetic tolerably well
as far as the Rule of Thrce. He then afked
. me it I knew any thing of gauging; and, om

my anfwering that I did not, he faid one of
his clerks fhould teach me to gauge. :

Mr. King ‘dealt in all manner of merchan-
© dize, and kcpt from one to fix clerks. ‘He |
loaded many veffels in a year ; particularly to
Philadelphia, where he was born, and . was
conneted with a great mercantllc houfe in
that city. Hec had befides many veflels and
doggers of diffcrent fizes, which ufed to go
about the ifland- and others to colle¢t rum,
fugar, and other goods. I underftood pullicg
and managing thofe boats very well; and this
bard work, which was the firft that he fet me
to, in the fugar feafons, ufed to be my conftant
employment, 1 have rowed the boatr, and

Fq4 flaved
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laved at the oars, from ene hour to fixteen in
the twenty-four ; during which I had fifteen
pence fterling per ddy to live on, though
fometimes only ten pence.  However, this was
confiderably more than was allowed to other
1laves that ufed to work often with me, and
belonged to othet gentlémen on the ifland :
" thefe poor fouls had never more than nine-
pence a day, and feldom more than fix-pence,
from their mafters or owners, though they
earned them three or four pifterines *: for it
is 2 common practice in the Weft Indies, for
men to purchafe flaves though they have not
pianiaiicns themfelves; in.order to let them out
to planters and merchants at fo much a-ptece
. by the day, and they give what allowance
they choofe out of this produce of their daily
work to their flaves for fubfiftence ; this allow-
ance is often very tcanty. My mafter often-

ave the owners of thefe flaves two and a half
of thefe pieces per day, and found the poor
fellows in victuals himfelf, becaufe he thought
their owners did not feed them well enough’
according to the work they did. The flaves
ufed to like this very well, and as they knew
-~ my mafter to be a man of feeling, they were
always glad to work for him in preference to

® Thefe pifterines are of the #alue of a fhilling.
' . any

’
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any other gentleman ; fome of wham, after
they had been, paid for thefe poor people’s
labours, would not give them their allowance
out of it. Many times have I feen thefe unfar-
tunate wretches beaten for afking for their pay;
and often feverely flogged by their owners if
they did not bring them their daily or weekly
amoney exaltly to the time ; though the poo;
creatures were abliged to wait an the gentlemen
they had worked for, fometimes more than half
the day, before they could get their pay ; and
this generally an Sundays, when they wanted
the time for themfelves. In particular, I knew
acouatryman of mine, who once did not bring
the weekly money direly that it was earned; .
and though he brought it the fame day to his
-mafter, yet he was. ftaked to the ground for his
pretended negligence, and was juft going to
receive a hundred lathes, but for a gentleman
who begged him off fifty. This poor man was
-very induftrious, and by his frugality had faved
{fo much money, by working on{hipboard, that
e had got 2 white man to buy bim a boat,
unknown to his mafter. Some time after he
Jad this little eftate, the governor wanted a-
boat to bring his fugar-from different parts of
the ifland ; and, knowing this to-be a negro-
man’s boat, he feized upon it for himfelf, and .
would not pay the owner a farthing, The man
: : F; on
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~ on this went to his mafter, and complairied to
himof this act of the governor; but the only’
fatisfa&tion he received was to be damned very
heartily by his mafter, who afked. him how
dared any of his negroesto have a boat. - If
_the juftly-merited ruin of .the governor’s for-
tune could be any gratification to the .poor
“'rnan he had thus robbed, he was not without
confolation. Extortion and rapine are poor-
providers ; and fome time after this the gover-
nor died in the King’s Bench in England, as
I was told, in great poverty. The laft war
favoured this poor negro-man, and he found
fome means to efcape from his Chriftian ma-
fter: _he came to England, where I faw him
afterwards feveral times. Such treatment as
this often”drives thefe miferable wretches to
- defpair, and they run away from their ma-
fters at the hazard of their lives. Many of
. them, in this ‘place, unable to get their pay
~ when they have earned it, and fearing to be
flogged, as ufual, if they return home with-
out it, run away where they can for fhelter,
and a reward is often offered to bring them
in dead or'alive. My mafter ufed fometimes,
in thefe cafes, to agree with their owners, and
to fettle with them himfelf ; and thereby he
faved many of them a flogging. '
Once, for a few days, I was let out to fit
. » a
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a veflel, and I had no victuals allowed me by
either party ; ac laft I told my mafter of this
treatment, and he took me away from it.” In-
many of the eftates, on the different iflands
where I ufed to be fent for rum or fugar, they
would not deliver it to me, or any other ne-
gro; he was therefore pbliged to fend a white
- man along with me to thofe places; and then

he ufed to pay him from fix to ten pifterines .

a-day. From being thus employed, during
the time I ferved Mr. King, in going about -
the different eftates on the ifland, I had all
the opportunity I could with for, to fee the
dreadful ufage of the poor men; ufage that
reconciled me to my fituation, and made me
blefs God for the hands into -which I had
fallen. o , . o
* 1 bad the good fortune to pleafe my mafter
in every ‘department in which he employed
me ; and there was fcarcely any part of his
bufinefs, or houfehold affairs, in which I was
not occafionally engaged. 1 often fupplied .
the place of a clerk, in receiving and deli- .
vering cargoes to the fhips, ‘in tending ftores,
and ‘delivering goods: -and, befides this, I
ufed to thave and drefs my mafter when con-
venient, and take care of his horfe ; and when
it was neceflfary, which was very often, I
worked likewife on l})czxrd' of different veﬁelsr
: o

1
\
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of his. By thefe means I became very ufeful
to my mafter, and faved him, as he ufed to ac-

knowledge, about a hundred pounds a-year. .

Nor did he feruple to fay I was of more -ad-
vantage to him than any of his clerks ; though
~ their ufual wages in the Weft Indigs are from
fixty to a hundred pounds current a-year.
"I have fometimes heard it afferted, that
a negro canpot earn his mafter the firft coft;
. but nothing can be further from the truth. I
fuppofe nine-tenths of the mechanics through-
out the Weft Indies are negro flaves; and I .
well know the coopers among them earn two
dollars a-day; the carpenters the fame, and
oftentimes more ; as alfo the mafons, fmiths,
and fifbermen, &c. and I have_known many
flaves whofe mafters would not take a thou
fand pounds.current for them. But furely
this affertion refutes itfelf ; for, if it be true,
why do the planters and merchants pay fuch
-a price for flaves ?* And, above all, why do
thofe who make this affertion exclaim the moft
Joudly againft the abolition of the flave trade ?
So much are we blinded, and to fucb ‘incon-
fiftent arguments.are they driven by miftaken
intereft! I grant, indeed, that flaves are fome-
" times, by half-feeding, half-clothing, over- .
working, and ftripes, reduced fo low, that they
- are turned out as unfit for fervice, and left to
: perith

9
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rith in the woods or expire on a dung-
ill. Co
My mafter was feveral times offered by -
different ‘gentlemen one hundred guineas’ for
me; but he always told them he would not
fell me, to my great joy; and I ufed to dou-
ble my diligence and care for fear of getting
into the hands of thofe mer who did not al-
low a valuable flave the common fupport of
life. Many of them even ufed to find fault
with my mafter for feeding his flaves fo well
as he did ; although I often went hungry, and
an Englithman might think my fare very. in- -
different 3 but he ufed to tell them he always
would do it, becaufe the flaves thereby looked
better and did more work, - . o
~ While I was thus employed by’ my mafter,
I was often a witnefs to cruelties of every .
kind which were exercifed on my unhappy
fellow flaves. I ufed frequently to have dif-
ferent cargoes of new negroes in ‘my care for
fale; and it was almoft a conftant practice
with our clerks, and other whites, to commit
violent depredations on the chaftity of the fe-
male flaves; and thefe I was, though with
relu€tance, obliged to fubmit to at all times,
being unable to help them.. When we have
_ had fome of thefe flaves on board my mafter’s
veflels to carry them to other iflands, or to
: America,
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- America, I have known our mates to commit
thefe ats moft thamefully, to the difgrace,
not of Chriftians only, but of men. 1 have
even known them gratify their brutal paffion
with females not ten years old; and thefe
- abominations fome of them practifed to fuch-
fcandalous excefs, that one-of our captains
difcharged the mate and others on that ac-"
count. And yet in Montferrat I have feen a
negro-man Ttaked to the ground, and cut moft
thockingly, and then his ears cut off bit by
bit, becaufe he had been conne&ed with a
white woman who was a common proftitute :
as if it were no critne in the whites to rob an
innocent. African girl of her virtue ; -but moft
heinous in a black man only to gratify a paf-
fion of nature, where the temptation was of-
- fered by one of a different colour, though the
moft abandoned woman of her {pecies.

One Mr. D—— told me that he had fold
41,000 negroes, and that he once cut of a
negro-man’s leg for running away I atked
him, if the man had died in the operation,
_how he as a Chriftian could anfwer for the

- horrid a¢t before God? and he told me, an-

fwering was a thing of another world ; what -
he thought and did were policy. I told him
that the Chriftian do&rine taught usto do unto
" others as we would that others-théuld do unto
» us,

‘
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us. He then faid that his fcheme had the -
defired effe€t—it cured that man and fome
others of running away.

Another negro-man was half hanged, -and
then burnt, for attempting to poifon a cruel
"overfeer. Thus by repeated cruelties are the
wretched firft urged to defpair; and then
murdered, becaufe they ftill retain fo-much
of human nature about them as to wifh to put.
an end to their mifery, and retaliate on their
" tyrants ! Thefe overfeers are indeed for the
moft part perfons of the worft charaéter of
any denomination of men in the Weft Indies.
Unfortunately, many humane gentlemen, by
not refiding on their eftates, are obliged to
leave the management of them in the hands
of thefe human butchers, whacut and mangle:
the flaves in a thocking manner on the moft
trifling occafions, and altogether treat them
in every refpect like brutes. They pay no
regard to the fituation of pregnant women,
nor the leaft attention to the lodging of
the field negroes. Their huts, which ought
to be well covered, and the place dry where
they take their little repofe, are often open
fheds, built in damp places; fo that, when
the poor creatures return tired from the toils
of the field, they contra&t many diforders,
from being expofed to the damp air in this un-

. comfortable
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comfertable ftate, while they are heated, and
their pores are open. : This negle& certainly
confpires with many otliers to caufe a decreafe
in the births as well as in the lives of the
grown negroes. I can quote many inftances
of gentlemen who refide on their eftates in
" the Weft Indies and then the fcene is quite
. ¢hanged ; the negroes are treated with lenity -
and proper care, by which their lives are pro-
longed, and their mafters profited. To the
honour of humanity, I knew feveral gentles
men who managed their. eftates in this man-
ner; and they found that benevolence wis
their true interet. And, among many I -
© tould mention -in feveral of - the iflands, I
knew one in Montferrat * whofe flaves looked
remarkably well, and never needed any frefh
- fupplies of negroes ; and there are many other
eftates, efpecially in Barbadoes, which, from
fuch judicious treatment, need no frefh ftock
. of negroes at any time. I have the honour
of knowing a moft worthy and humane gen.
tleman, who is 4 native of Barbadoes, and -
has eftates there 4. This gentleman-has wri-
ten a treatife on the ufage of his own flaves.”
He allows them two houss for refrefhment. at
mid-day, and many other - indulgences and

_* Mr. Dubury, and many others, in Montferrat.

4 Sir Philip Gibbes, Bart, Barbadass. :
: S © . comforts,
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eomforts, particularly’ in their lying; and,
befides -this, he raifes more provifions on his .
eftace-then they ‘can deftroy ; fo that by thefe
attentions he faves the lives of his negroes,
and keeps them bealthy, and as happy as the
condition of flavery can admit. 1 myfelf, as
thall appear in-the fequel, managed an eftate,
where, by thofe attentions, the negroes were
uncommounly cheerful and healthy, and did
more work by half than by the common
mode of treatment they ufually do. For want,
therefore, of fuch care and attention to the
poor nesroes, and otherwife oppreiied as they.
are, it is.no- wouider that the decreafe fhould
fequire 20,000 new negroes annually to fill
up the vacant places of the dead. -

kven in Barbadoes, notwithitanding 'thofe
bumane exceptions which I have mentiored,
and others I am acquainted with, which juftly
make it quoted as a place where flaves meet
with the ‘beft treatment, and need feweft re-
cruits of any in the Weft Indies, yetthis ifland
requires-1ooo negroes annually to keep up
the agiginal ftock, which is only 80,000, So
that the whole term of a negro’s life may be
faid to be there but fixteen years*? and yet _
the climate here in. every refpect the fame
83 that from which they- are taken, except in -

» Bc,nez-et’s Account of Guinea, p. 16.

beiﬁg
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being more wholefome. Do the Britith co-
lonies decreafe in this manne1 2 And vet what
a prodigious’ diffcrence 1s there between an
Englith and Weft Inia.climate ? .
While I was in Montierrat I knew a negro-
man, named Emanuel- Sankey, who endea-
-voured to efcape from hi§ miferable bondage,
by concealing himfelf on board of a London
thip : But fate did not faveur the poor op-
.preffed man ; for, being difcovered when the
veflel was under fail, he was delivered up again
to his mafter. Thls Chriflian majter. imme-
diately pinned the wretch down to the ground
at each wrift and ankle, and then took fome
fticks of fca]mg wax, and lighted them, and
dropped it all over his back. There was an-
other mafter who was noted for cmelty 3 and
I believe he had not a flave but what had been
cut, and had pieces fairly taken out of the
flefh : and after they had been punifhed thus,
he ufed to make them get into a long wooden.
box or cafe he had for that purpofe, in which-
he fhut them up during pleafure. It was juft
about the height and breadth of a man;"and
the poor wretches had no room when in the
cafe to move, :
. lt wasvery common in feveral of the lﬂands,
particularly in St. Kitt’s, for the flaves to be
branded with the initial letters of their mafter’s
name, and a load of heavy iron" hooks hung
. - about
T
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-about their necks: Indeed, on the moft trifling
occafionsthey wereloaded with chains,and often
other inftruments of torture were added. The
iron muzzle, thumb-fcrews, &c. are fo well
known as not to need- a delcriptiog, and were
fometimes applied for the flighteft faults. I
have feen a negro beaten till-fome of his bones

. were broken, for only létting a pot boil over. . .
Itis not uncommon after a flogging to make
flaves go on their knees and thank their own- -
-ers, and -pray, or rather fay God blefs them.

I have often afked many of the men flaves
(who ufed to go feveral miles to their wives,
and late in the night, after having been wea-
-ried with a hard day’s labour) why they went
fo far for wives, and why they did not take
them of their own mafter’s negro women,
.and particularly thofe ‘who lived together as.
houfehold flaves ? Their anfwers have ever
been —¢¢ Becaufe when the mafter or miftrefs
choofe to punith the women, they make the
hufbands flog their own wives, and that they
could not bear to do.” Is it furprifing that
-ufage like this fhould drive the poor creatures.
-to defpair, and make them feek a refuge in
death from thofe evils which render their lives
‘intolerable—~while-

*¢ With fhudd’ring horror pale, and eyes aghatt,
¢ They view their lamentable lot, and ﬁng )
¢ No reft I”

This )
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This they frequently do.” A negro-man
on board a vefict of my mafter, while I be-
longed to her, having been put in irons for

- fome trifling mifdemeanor, and kept in that
~ftate for fome days; being weary of life, took
= an opportunity of jumping overboard into
the fea; however, he was picked up without:
being drowned. Another, whofe life was alfo -
a burden to him, refolved to ftarve himfelf
- .-to death, and refufed to eat any victuals:
-this procured him a fevere flogging ; and he
-alo, on the firlt occafion which offered,
jumped overboard at Charles Town, but was
Nor is there any greater regard fhewn to
-the little property than there is to the perfons
.-and lives of the negroes. | have already re-.
-lated an inftance or two' of particular oppref-
fion out of many which I have witneffed ; but
‘the following is frequent in all the iflands.
The wretched field flaves, after toiling all
- “the dav for an unfeeling owner, who gives
“them but little vi€tuals, fteal fometimes a few
momeunts from reft or refrethment to gather
fome fmall portion of grafs, according as their
time will admit.  This they commonly tie up
in a parcel ; either a bit’s worth (fix pence) or
half a bit’s worth ; and bring it to town, or
to the market to fell.  Nothing is more com -
mon than for the white people on this oc;,ca-
) ! on
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fion to take the grafs from them without pay-
ing for it; and not only fo, but too often
alfo to my knowledge, our. clerks, and many
others, at'the fame time, have committed acts
of violence on the poor, wretched, and help~ -
lefs females, whom I have f{een for hours ttand
crying to no purpofe, and get no redrefs or
pay of aany kipd. Is not this one common
and crying fin enough to Lring down God’s
judgment on the iflands ? He teiis us the op«
preflor and the oppreflfed are both in his .
hands ; and if thefe are not the poor, the
broken hearted, the blind, the captive, the
bruifed which our Saviour {peaks of, who
are they ? One of thefe depredators once, in
St. Euftatia, came on board ofour veflel, and -
bought fome fowls and pigs of me; and a -
whole day after his departure with the things,
hereturned again, and wanted his money back s
I refufed to give it ; and, not feeing my cap-
tain on board; he began the common-pranks
with me; and fwore he would even break .
open my cheft and take my money. I there-
fore expetted, as my captain was abfent, that
he would be as gaed as his word ; and he was
Jutt proceeding to ftrike me, when fortunately
a Brinfh feaman on board, whofe heart had
not been debauched by a Weft India climate,
interpofed and prevented him. But had the
: cruel -
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cruel man ftruck me I certainly fhould have
defended myfelf at the hazard of my life ; for
what is Jife to a man thus oppreflfed ? He went
away, however, fwearing; and threatened
that whenever he caught me on fhore he
would thoot me, and pay for me afterwards. .

The fmall account in which the life of a
negro is held in the Weft Indies, is fo uni-
verfally known, that it might feem imperti-

nent to quote the following extra&, if fome
people had not been hardy encugh of lare to

affert that negroes are on the fame footing in
that refpect as Europeans. By‘the 329th A&,
page 125, of the Affembly of Barbadoes, it
1s enated, ¢ That if any negro, or other flave,
¢ under punithment by his mafter, or his or-
¢ der, for running away, or any other crime
¢ or mifdemeanor towards his faid mafter, un-
fortunately fhall fuffer in life or member, no
perfon whatfoever fhall be liable to a fine;

L)

only of bloody-mindednefs, or cruel_ intention,
wilfully kill a negro, or other flave, of bis own,
be fball pay into the public treafury fifteen
€ pounds flerling” ~ And it is the fame in moft,

N AN A &

LY

if not all, of the Weft India iflands. Isnot
* this one of the many aés of the ifland, which "
call loudly for redrefs? And do not the Af- .

fembly which enacted it deferve the appel-

lation

but if any man fhall out of wantonnefs, or .
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lation of favages and brutes rather than of
Chritians and men ? It is an a&t at once un-
merciful, unjuft, and unwife ; which for cruel-
ty would difgrace an affembly of thofe .who
-are calied barbarians ; and for itsinjuftice and
snjanizy would fhock the morality and com- .
mon fenfe of a Samiade or Hottentot. ‘

Shocking as this and many other aéts.of the
bloody Weft India code at firft view appear,
how is the iniquity of it heightened whtn we
confider to whom it may be extended; Mr.
James Tobin, a zealous labourer in the vine-
yard of flavery, gives an account * of a French
K}anter of his acquaintance, in the ifland of

artinico, who fhewed him many Mulattoes
working in the fields like beafts of burden ;
and he told Mr. Tobin thefe wete all the
produce of his own loins ! And I myfelf have
known fimilar inftances. Pray, reader, are
thefe fons and daughters of the French plantér
lefs his children by being begotten on black
women ! And what muft be the virtue of thofe
legiflators, and the feelings of thofe fathers,
who eftimate the lives of their fons, however
begotten, at no more than fifteen pounds,
though they fhould be murdered, as the a&
fays, out of wantonnefs and bioody-mindedn:f; |
But is not the flave trade entirely a war with

* Io his Curfory Remarks,”
the
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the heart of man? And furely that which is
begun by breaking down the barriers of vir--
tue, involvgs in its continuance deftruction to
every principle, and buries all fcnnments i
ruin !

I have often feen flaves, partlcularly thefe
who were meagre, in different iflands, put
| into fcales and weighed ; and then_fold from
thrcepcncc to fixpence or ninepence a pound.
My mafter, however, whofe. humanity was
fhocked at this mode; ufed to fell fuch by the
lump. And at or after a fale, even thofe ne-
gioes born in the iffands’ it is not uncommen
to fee taken from their wives, wives taken
. from their hufbands, and children from their
parents, and fent off to other iflands, and
wherever elfe their mercilefs lords choofe ;
and probably never more during life fee each
" other ! Oftentimes my heart has bled at thefe
. partings ; when.the friends of the departcd
have been at the water fide, and, witlr fighs
" and tears, have kept their eyes ﬁxcd on the
“veflel till it went out of fight.

A poor Creole negro I knew well, who,
* after having been often thus tranfported from
ifland to ifland, ar laft refided at Montferrat.
This man ufed to tell m& many melancholy .
tales of himielt. Generally, atter be,nad done
working for his mafter he ufed to employ his

few leifure moments to-go a-fithing. thr;l bs
, ad-
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had caught any fith, his mafter would fre-
quently take them from him without paying
him; and at other times fome other white:
people would ferve him in the fame manner.
One day he .faid to me, very movingly,
¢ Sometimes when a white man take away
¢ my fith I go to my mafer, and he get me
¢ my right ; and when my mafer by ftreagth
¢ take away my fithes, what me muft do¢ I
¢ can’t go to any body to be righted ; then,’
faid the poor man, lobking up above, ¢ I muft
¢ look up to God Mighty in the top for
¢ right” This artlefs tale - moved me much,
and I could not help feeling the juft caufe
Mofes had in redrefling his -brother againft
the Egyptian, I exhorted the man to look
up ftill to the God on the top, fince there was
no redrefs below. Though I little thought
then that I myfelf fhould more than once ex-
perience fuch impofition, and need the fame
exhortation hereafter, in my own tranfations
in the iflands ; and that even this poor man
and I thould fome time after fuffer together
in the fame manner, as fhall be related here-
after. ’ ’ .

. Nor was fuch ufage as this confined to par-
ticular places or individuals; for in all the
different iflands in which I have been (and 1
: G . have

\
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have vifited no lefs than fifteen) the treat-
ment of the flaves was nearly the fame ; fo
mearly indeed, that the hiftory of an ifland,” or
even a plantation, with a few fuch exceptions
as I have mentioned, might ferve for a hif-
tory of the whole. Such a tendency has the
flave-trade to debauch men’s minds, and
harden them to every feeling of humanity !
For I will not fuppofe that the’ dealers in
flaves are born worfe than other men—No;
it is the fatality of this miftaken avarice that
it corrupts the milk of human kindnefs and
turns it into gall. And, had the purfuits of
thofe men been different, they might have
been as gencrous, as tender-hearted, and juft
as they are unfeeling, rapacious, and cruel.
Surely this traffic cannot be goed, which

fpreads like a peftilence, and taints what it
" touches ! which violates thatfirft natural right
of mankind, equality and independency, and
gives one man a dominion over his fellows
which God could never intend ! For it raifes
the owner to a ftate as far above man- as it
depreffes the flave below it ; and, 'with all the
prefumption of human pride, fets a diftinc-.
tion between them, immeafurable in extent,
and endlefs in duration ! Yet how miftaken
is the avarice even of the planters? Are

, . : flaves
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flaves more -ufeful by being thus humbled to

N
P

the condition of brutes, than they would be
if fuffered to enjoy the privileges of men? .
The freedom which diffufes health and pro- .

fperity throughout Britain anfwers you——~No.
When you make menflaves you deprive them
of half their virtue, you fet.them in your own

conduc an example of fraud, rapine, and

cruelty, and compel them to live with.you in
a ftate of war; and yet you complaia that

they are not honeft or faithful ! Yeu ftupify .

them with ftripes, and think it neceffary to

keep them in a ftate of ignorance; and yet
you affert that they are incapable of learn- -

ing ; thattheir minds are fuch a’ barren foil
or moor, that culture would be loft.on them ;
and that they come from a climate, where
nature (though prodigal of her bounties in a
degree unknown to yourfelves) has left man
alone fcant and unfinithed, and incapable of
enjoying the treafures fhe had poured out for
him !— An affertion at once impious .and ab-
furd. Why do you ufe thofe inftrurhents of

torture? Are they fit to be applied by one

rational being to-another ? ‘And are you not
ftruck with thame and mortification, to fee
the partakers of your nature reduced fo low?
But, above all,. are there no dangers attending
this mode of trcatmecl;n? Are you not hourly

: 2 in
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in dread of an infurrection ? Nor would it be
furprifing : for when SR

-

[

No peace is given
¢ To usenflav'd, but cuftody fevere;
¢ And ftripes and arbitrary punithment
¢ Inflited—What peace can we return ?
¢ But to our power, hoftility, and hate; .
¢ Untam’d relu@ance, and revenge, thouih flow,
- Yet ever plotting how the conqueror lea
& May reap his conqueft, and may leaft rejoice
¢ In doing what we moft in fuffering feel.”

But by changing your condu&, and treating
your flaves as men, every caufe of fear would-
be banithed. They would be faithful, honeft,
intelligent and vigorous ; and peace, profpe-
rity, and happinefs, would attend you.

CHAP
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CHAP. VL

Some account of Brimflone-Hill in Montferrat—
- The author furprifed by two earthquakes—
Favourable change in the author’s fituation—
He commences morchant with three-pence—
His various fuccefs in dealing- in the different
iflands, and America, ard the impofitions be
meets with in his tranfactions with white peo-
ple—A curious impofition on buman nature—
Danger of the furfs in the Wefl- Indies— Re~
markable inflance of kidnapping a free mu-
latto—The author is meary murdered by
Doctor Perkins in Savannab. :

In the preceding chapter I have fet before
the reader a few of thofe many inftances of
oppreflion, extortion, and cruelty, which T
have been a witnefs to in the Weft Indies;
but, were I to enumerate them all, the cata-
logue would be tedious and difgufting. The
punithments of the flaves on every trifling
oceafion are fo frequent, and fo well known,
together with the different inftruments with
which they are tortured, that it cannot any
longer afford novelty to recite them; and they -

: G 3 are
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are too fhocking to yield delight either to "
the writer or the reader. I fhall therefore
hereafter only mention fuch as incidently
befel myfelf in the courfe of my adventures.
JIn the variety of departments in which I
‘was. employed by my mafter, I had an op-
portunity of feeing many curious fcenes in
different iflands ; but, above all, I was ftruck
with a celebrated curiofity called- Brimftone-
Hill, which is a high and ffeep mountain,
fome few miles from: the town of :Plymouth
‘n’ Montferrat. 1 had ¢ften heard of fome ,
wonders that were to be feen om -this
hill, and I went once with fome white and
black people to vifit it. When we arrived at
the top, I faw under different cliffs great
flakes of brimftone, occafiorred by the fteams
of various little ponds, which were then boil-
_ing naturally in.the earth. Some of thefe
ponds were as white as milk, fome quite
blue, and many others of different colours.
I had taken fome potatoes with me and I put
them into different ponds, and in a few mi-

nutes they were well boiled. I tafted. fome of -
_them, but they were very fulphurous; and
. ~the filver fhoe buckles, and all the other
_ things of that metal we had among us, were

- ina little time turned as black as lead. \

Whilft I was in the ifland, one night I felt

A a ftrange.
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- a ftrange fenfation, viz., ] was told: .tﬁ'a_r the

houfe where I lived-was haunted- by fpirits &
And once, 3t midnight, as I was fleeping onr
a large cheft, I felt the whole building Thake
in an uncommon and aftonithing manner ; for
much fo, that it fhook ‘me off the cheft where
Ithen lay.. I was exceedingly frighténed, and
shought it was indeed the vifitation of the
fpirits. It threw me into fuch a tremor as is
notto be defcribe® 1 inftantly covered my
bhead all over as I lay, and did not kioow
wh_at to think or do; apd in this confter-
nation, a gentleman who lay in the next room:
jult by mec came out, and I was glad to hear
him, and made a fham cough, and he atked
me if I felt the earthquake. I told him I was
thook off the cheft where I lay, but did not

"know what occafioned it ; and he told me it

was an carthquake, and thook him out of his-
bed. At hearing this I bccame eafy in my
mind.

At another time a circumftance of this kind .
happened, when § was on board of a veffel
at Montferrat-road, at midnight', as we were +
aﬂcep, and it (hook the veflel inr the moft un-
accountable manner imaginable, and to/me it
feemed as when a veffel or a boat runs on
gravel, as near as I can defcribe it, Many
things on board were moved out of their
places, but. happily no damage was done. ‘

G 4 , About.
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‘About the end of the year 1763, kind Pro-
- vidence feemed to appear rather more favour-
able to me. One of my mafter’s veflels, a
Bermudas floop, about fixty tons burthen, was

commanded by one Captain Thomas Farmer,
an Englithman, a very alert and a&ive man,-
who gained my mafter a great deal of money
by his good management in carrying pal-
fengers froin one ifland to another; buc very
often his failors ufed to get drunk, and run
away with the veflel’s boat, which hindered him
in his bufinefs very much. This man had taken
a liking to me; and many different times
begged of my mafter to let me go a trip with-
him as a failor : but he would tell him he
could not fpare me, though the veflel fome-
times could not go for want of hands, for
failors were generally very fcarce in the
ifland. However, at laft, from neceflity or
- force, my mafter was prevailed on, though
very relu&tantly, to let me go with this cap-
" tain; but he gave him great charge to take
care that I did not run away ; for if I did, he
would make him pay for me. This being the
cafe, the captain had for fome time a fharp
eye upon me whenever the veflel-anchored :.
and as foon as fhe returned I was fent for on.
fhore again. Thus was I flaving, as it were,
for life, fometimes at one thing, and fome-

times at another ; fo that the captain and I
: ' ’ were
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were nearly the moft ufeful men in my maf-
ter’s employment. I alfo became fo ufeful to "
the captain on fhipboard, that many times,
when he ufed to atk me for to go with him,
though it thould be but for twenty-four hours
to fome of the iflands near us, my mafter
would anfwer he could pot fpare me; at
which the captain would fwear, and would
not go the trip, and tell my mafter I was bet-
ter to him on board than any three white men_
he had; for they ufed to behave ill in many
refpes, particularly in getting drunk, and
then frequently. got the boat ftove, fo as to
hinder the veffel from coming back fo foon
as fhe might have ‘done. This my mafter
knew very well; and, at laft, by the cap-
tain’s conftant entreaties, after I had been fe-
“veral times with him, one day, to my great
joy, told me the ecaptain would not let him
reft, and afked whether I would go aboard as
a failor, or ftay on thore and mind the ftores,
for he could not bear any longer to be plagued
in this-manner. "~ I was very happy at this
propofal, for I immediately thought I might
in time ftand fome chance by being  on board
to get a little money,. or poffibly make my
efcape if I thould be ufed ill ;- 1 alfo expected
.to get better food, and in greater abundance ;
for I had oftentimes felt much hunger, though
: Gs ' my
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my mafter treated his.flaves, as I have .ob-
ferved, uncommonly well; I therefore, with-
out hefitation, anfwered h1m, that I would go’

and be a failor if he pleafed. Accordingly I
was ordered on board diretly. Neverthelefs,
between the veflel and thé fthore, when fhe was
in port, I had little or no reft, as my mafter

always wifhed to have me along with him,

Indeed he was a very pleafant gentleman, and

- but for my expe&ations on fhipboard 1 thould

not havé thought of leaving him. But the

captain liked me alfo very much, and I was.

entirely his right-hand man. I did all I
could to deferve his favour, and in return I
received better treatment from him than any

- other I believe ever met with in_ the Weft In-

dies in my fituatioin.

- After I had been failing for fome time with

this captain, I at length endeavoured to try
my luck, and commence. merchant. I had
but a very fmall capital to begin with ; for
one fingle half bit, which is equal to three
pence in England, made up my whole ftock.
However, I trulted to the Lord to be with me;

“and at one of our trips to'St. Euflatia, a Dutch

" ifland, I 'bought a glafs tumbler with my half

feveral fucceffive trxps to St. Euftatia (which

bir, and when I came to Montferrat I {old i¢
for a bir, or fix-pence, Luckily we made

was
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wasg a general mart for the Weft Indies, about:
twenty leagues from Mentferrat), and in our
next, finding my tumbler fo profitable,. with:
this one bit I bought two tumblers more ; and
when I'.came back I fold them for two bits,,
equal to a thilling flerling. Whea we went
again, [ bought with thefe two bits four morg .
of thele glafies, which I fold for four bits. on-
our return to Montfersat 3.and. in our next
vayage to St. Euftatia,. I bought two glaffes.
with one bit, and with the other three .
bought a jug of Geneva, nearly about thre¢
pints in meafure.. When we came to Mont--

ferrat, I fold the gin for eight bits, and. the- |

tumblers for-two, fo that my capital now-
amounted in-all to a dollar, well hufbanded:
and acquired. in 'the fpace of a month or fix..
weeks, when I blefled the Lord that 1 was fo-
rich, As we failed to different iflands, I laid:
this money our in various things occafionally, .
and it ufed to turn to. very good account,.
efpecially when we went to Guadalaupg, Gre-
nada, and the reft of the French iflands..
Thus was I going all about the iflands up--
wards of four years,.and ever trading as [.
went,. during which I experienced .many in--
ftances of ill ufage, and have feen many inr
juries done’to other negroes in our dealings
with whites ;. and, amidft. our recreatjons,,
G 6, when .
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when we have been dancing and merry-mak-
‘ing, they without caufe, have molefted and
infulted us. Indeed I was more than once
obliged to look up to God on high, as I had
advifed “the poor fitherman fome time before.
-And I had not been long trading for myfelf
in the manner I have related above, when I
experienced the like trial in company with
him as follows : This man being ufed to the
“water, was, upon an emergency put on board
of us by his mafter to work as another hand,
on a voyage to Santa Cruz ; and at our fail-
ing he had brought his little all for a venture,
which confifted of fix bits worth of limes and
oranges in a bag ; I had alfo my whole ftock;

which was about twelve bits’worth of the fame

“%kind of goods, feparate in two bags ; for we
‘had heard thefe fruits fold well in that - if~
Jand. When we came there, in fome little
convenient time, he and I went afhore with

.our fruits to fell them ; but we had fcarcely -
- landed, when we were met by two white men,

who ‘prefently took our three bags from us.
“We could not at firft guefs what they meant

to do,and for fome time we thought they were
jefting with us; but they too foon let us know -

otherwife :" for they took our ventures imme-
_diately to a houfe hard by, and adjoining the
fort, while we followed all the way beggin%
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of them to give us our fruits, but in vain,
They not only refufed to return them, but -
fwore at us, and threatened.if we did nat
immediately depart, they would flog us well.
We told them thefe three bags were all we
were worth in the world ; that we broughe
them with us to fell, and that we came from
Montferrat, and fhowed them the veflel.
But this was rather againft us, as they now
faw we were ftrangers as well as flaves.. They
ftill therefore fwore, and defired us to-be
gone, and even took fticks to beat us ; while
we, feeing they meant what they faid, went
off in the greateft confufion and defpair.
Thus, in the very minute of gaining more -
by three times than I ever did by any ven-
ture in my life before, was I deprived of
every farthing I was worth. An infupportable
misfortune ! but how to help- ourfelves we
knew not. In our confternation we went to
the commanding officer of the fort, and told
him how we had been ferved by fome of his
people ; but we abrained not the leaft re-
drefs: he anfwered our complaints only by a
volley of imprecations againft us, and imme-
diately took a horfe-whip; in order to chaftife
us, fo that we were obliged to turn out much
fafter than we came in. I now, in the agony
of diftrefs and indignation, withed that the

. : ire
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tre of God, in his forked lightning, might
transfix thefe cruel oppreflors among the
dead. Still, however, we perfevered ; went
back again to the houfe, and begged and be-
fought them'again and again. for our fruits,
till at laft {ome other peeple timat were in- the
houfe afked if we would be contented if they.
kept -one bag, and gave us the other two..
We, feeing no remedy whatever, confented:

. to this; andthey, obferving one bag to-have -
both kinds of fruit in-it, which belonged to:

my companion,. kept that; -and the other
* two, which'were mine, they gave us back.

As foon as I got them, I ran as faft as I could,.
and got the firft.negro.man I could to help me-
off ; my companion, however, ftaid a licetlé-

Jonger to plead ; he told them the bag they

had was his, and likewife a}l. thit he was.
worth in the world ; but this was.of mo -avail,,

and he was obliged to return.without it. - The

jpoor cld man, wringing his haunds, cried bits-
terly for his lofs ; -and, indeed, he then did.
look up to God on high, which fo moved me-
with pity for him, that I'gave:-him nearly one -
“third of niy fruits.. We. then- proceeded to-

_the market to fell them ;. and Providence was

-more favourable. to.us than: we. could have:

expeted, for we fold our fruits uncommonly

well ; I got for mine about thirty-feven bits..
: 4 Such.
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Such a furprifing reverfe of fortune in fo fhort"
a fpace of time feemed-like a dream, and
proved no fmail encouragement for me to
truft the Lord in any fituation. My captain
afterwards frequently ufed to take my part, -
and get me my right, when I have been plun-
dered or ufed 11l by thefe tender Chriftian de-
predators ; among whom 1 have fhuddered
to obferve the unceafing blafphemous exe-
crations .which are wantonly thrown out by
perfons of all ages and conditions; not only

without occafion, but even as if they were

indulgences and pleafure. ,

At one of our trips to St. Kitt’s, I had
eleven bits of my own; and my friendly cap-
tain lent me five more, with' which I boughe -
aBible. I was very glad to get this book,
which I fcarcely could meet with any where.
Ithink'¢here was none fold in Montferrat;
and, much to my grief, from being forced:
out of the /Etna in the manner I have re-
lated, my Bible, and the Guide to the Indians,
the two books 1 loved above all others, were
keft behind, . R : "

While I was in this-place, St. Kitt’s, a very -
curious impofition on human nature took
place : —A white man wanted*to'marry in the
church a free black woman that had land and
flaves in Montferrat: but the clergyman told

him -

.
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. him it was againft the law of the place to
marry a white and a black in the church.
The man then alked to be married on the
water, to which the parfon confented, and the
two lovers went in one boat, and the parfon
and clerk in another, and thus the ceremony
was performed. After this the loving pair
came on board our veffel, and my captain
treated them extremely well, and brought
them fafe to Montferrat.

The reader cannot but judge of the irk-
fomenefs of this fituation to a mind like mine,
in being daily expofed to new hardfhips and:
impofitions, after having feen many better
days, and been, as it were, in a ftate of freedom
and plenty ; added to- which, every. part of
the world I had hitherto been"in feemed to

- me a paradife in comparifon of the Weft In-
dies, My mind was therefore-hourly replete
with inyentions and thoughts of being freed,
and, if poffible, by honeft and honourable
means; for I always remembered the old:
adage, and I trutt it has ever been my ruling:

, princiEIe, ¢ that honefty.is the beft policy ;™
and likewife that ether golden precept—¢<To
¢ do unto all men as I would they fhould db
¢ unto me.” However, as I was from early.

.years a predeftinarian, I thought whatever
‘fate had determined muft ever come:to pafs;
' ' ‘ and
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and therefore, if ever it were my lot to be

freed, nothing could prevent me, although I .

fhould at prefent fee no means or hope to ob-
tain my freedom; on the other hand, if it
were my fate not to be freed, I never fhould
‘be fo, and all my endeavours for that purpofe
would” be fruitlefs. In the midft of thefe
thoughts I therefore looked up with prayers
anxioufly to God for my liberty ; and at the
fame time ufed every honeft means, and did
all that was poflible on my part to obtain it.
In procefs of ‘time I became mafter of -a few
‘pounds, and in a. fair way of making more,
which my friendly captain knew very well :
this occafioned him fometimes to take liber-
ties with me; but whenéver he treated me
walpifthly, I ufed plainly to tell him my mind,
and that I would die before I would be im-
pofed upon as other negroes were, and that
to me life had loft its relifh'when liberty was
gone. This I faid, although I forefaw my
then well-being or future hopes of freedom.
(humanly fpeaking) depended on this man.
However, as he could not bear the thoughts
of my not failing with him, he always became
mild on my threats: I therefore continued
with him; and, from my great attention to
his orders and his bufinefs, I gained him cre-
dit, and through his kindnefs to me I at_laft

- o procured
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- -procured my:- liberty. - \hile I thus went on,
filled with the thoughts of freedom, and re-
ilting opprefflion as well as 1. was:able, my
life: hung daily in fufpence, particularly in
the furfs 1 have formerly mentioned, as 1
could not {fwim, Thefe are extremely vio-
Ient throughout the Weft Indies, and I was
.ever expofed to their howling rage and-devour-
ing fury in all the iflands, I have feen. them
firike and tofs a boat right up an end, and
maim féveral on board.. Once in the Gre-,
nada:iflands, when I and about eight others
were pulling a large bogt with two puncheons
of waterin it, a fupf firock us, and drove the
boat and all in.it aboyt half a fone’s throw,
among fome trees, and above the high water

mark., We were obliged to get all the affifi-

ance we could from the nearefk eftate to mend

the boat, and launch it into she water - again.
At Montferrat one night, in preffing hard to
get off the fthore oo board, the punt was over
fet with us four times; the firft time I was
_ very neanbeing drowned; however the jacket

I had. on kept me up above water g little fpace

of time, while I called on 2 man near me
who was. 3 good fwimmer, and tald him I

could pot fwim ; he then made hafte to .me, |

- and, juft as I was finking, he caught hold of

me, and brought me to founding, and :hin
. . . ) [
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Re went and brought the punt alfe.. As foan
as we had turned the water out of her, left we
fhould be ufed ill: for being abfent, we at-
tempted again three times more, and as often
the borrid furfs ferved: vs as at firft; burat -

laft, vhe fifth. time we attempted, we gained '

-our point, at the imminent.hazard of our lives..
One day aifoy at Old Road, in Montferrat,
our captain, and three men befides. myfelf,
were going in a large canoe in queft of rum
and fugar, when. a fingle furf toffed the ca-
noe an amazing diftance from the water, and
fome of us near a ftone’s throw from each
other'; moft of us were very much bruifed;
fo that I and many more often faid, and really
thought, that there was not fuch another place
under the heavcns as this. I longed, there-
fore, much to leave it, and daily withed to fee
my mafter’s promife performed of going to

Philadelphia. - ' ' ’
While we lay in this place, a very cruel
thing happened on board of our floop, which
filked me with horror ; theugh I found after-
ward fuch praQtices were fiequent. There
was a very clever and decent free young mu-
latto-man who failed 'a long time with us ; he
‘had a free woman for his wife, by whom he
had a child ; and the was then living on fhore,
and all very happy. Our captain and mate,
- and
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and other. péople on board, and feveral elfe-

- where, even the natives of Bermudas, thén
- with us, all knew this young man from 2 child
- that he was always free, and no one had ever
claimed him as their property : however, as

might too often overcomes' right in thefe

.parts, it happened that a Berinudas captain,
whofe veflel lay there for a few days in the

_road, came on board us, and feeing the mu-
latto-man, whofe name was Jofeph Clipfon,

he told him he was not free; and that he had
orders from his mafter to bring him to Bermu:

das. The poor man could not believe the cap-

tain to be in earfieft ; but he was. very foon

undeceived, his men laying violent hands on

him; and although he fhewed a certificate of

. his being born free in St. Kitt’s, and mofl peo-
ple on board knew that he ferved his time to
boat-building, and always paffed. for a free
man, yet he was forcibly taken out of our
‘veffel. - He then atked to be carried afhore
before the fecretary or magiftrates; and thefe

infernal invaders of human rights promifed

_him he fhould; but, inftead of that, they
carried him on board of the other veflel : and

the next day, without giving the poor man

- any hearing on fhore, or fuffering him even
to fee his wife or child, he was carried away,

and probably doomed never more in this

o : world
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world to feethem again. Nor was this the only’
inftance of this kind of barbarity I was a wit-
nefs to. I have fince often feen in Jamaica,
and other iflands, free men, whom I hgve
known in America, thus vilainoufly trepan-
ned and held in bonddge. I have heard of
wo fimilar pralices ¢ven in Philadelphia:
and were it not for the benevolence of the
quakers in that city, many of the fable race,
who now breathe the air of liberty, would, I
belicve, be groaning indeed under fome plant-
er'schains. Thefe things opened my mind to
a new fcene. of horror, to which I had been
before a ftranger. Hitherto I had thought
only flavery dreadful ; but the ftate-of a free
negro appeared to me now equally fo atleaft,
and in fome refpe&ts even-worfe, for they
live in conftant alarm for their liberty, which
is but nominal, for they are univerfally in-
{ulted and plundered, without the poffibility
of rédrefs ; for fuch is the equity of the Weft
Indian laws, that no free negroe’s evidence
will be admitted in their courts of juftice. In
this fituation is it furprifing that flaves, when
mildly treated, fhould prefer even the mifery
of flavery to fuch a mockery of freedom? I
was now completely difgufted with the Weft
Indies, and thought I thould never be entirely
free until I had left them.

With
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¢ ‘With thoughts dike-thefe my; anxiens boding mird
¢ Recall’d thofe pleafling fcenes: I left behind ;
¢ Scenes where fair’ Liberty in brighr array
¢ Makes darknefs bright, and &en illumines day ;

« Where nar.complexion, wealth, or'ﬁauon, can. N
“ Pro:e& the wreich who makes a- flave-of man.”- /

I demniindd to make every cxerti(m'to ob-
. tain -my freedom, and to return to OH
England. . For this purpofe, I thought a know-
}edgc of navigation might be of ufe to me;
for, though [ did not intend.to run away va-
lefs I.fhould be ill ufed, ‘yet, i’ fuchi acafe,
,if T underftood mavigation, I might attempt
my efcape in our floop, which was one of the
fwifteft failing veflels v the Weeft Indies, and
I could be at no lofs for hands to ‘join me:
and, if I thould make this attempt, 1 had in-
tended to have gone for England ; but this;
as I faid, was only ro-be #n the event of :my
meeting "with any ill ufage, I therefore em-
ployed the mate: of our veffel to ¢each ‘mes
navigation, for which | agreed ‘to - give him
twenty-four dolars, and aftually paid him
 part of ‘the money down ;- though, when ‘the
€aptain, fome time after, came to'khow that
the mite was to have fuch a' fumdfor teaching
e, he rebuked him, and. faid it was-a:fhame
“for him to take-any money from me. . How-
ever, my progrefs in-this ufeful -art:was much
. retardeds,.

™~
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retarded, by the conftancy of ourwork. Had-
I wifhed to run-away,'I did not-want oppor= .
“ tunities, which frequently preferted them-

felves ; and particularly at one timye, foon after

this. When we were at the ifland of Gua~

daloupe, there was a large fleet of merchant-
men bound for Old ¥France; and, feamen
then being very fcarce, they gave from fif-

teen to twenty pounds a man for the run. .
Our mate, and all the white failors, left our
veflel on this account, and went on board of
the French fhips. They would have had me
alfo to go with them, for they regarded me,
and fwore to prote&t me if I would go: and,
as the fleet was to fail the next day, I really:
believe:I could have got fafe to Evrope at that
tine. However, as. my mafter was kiod,:I

would not artempt to leave him ; {till remems

bering the eld maxim,- that ¢ honefty is the

beft policy,” 1 fuffcred them 1o 'go without

me. Indeed my captain was much afraid of

my leaving bim and the veflel 'at that time,

as [ had fo fair an epportunity : -bur, I thank

God, this fidelity of mine torned out much to

my advantage hereafter, when [I'did not in-
the leaft thwnrk of -it ; and made me fo much

in-favour with the eaptain, that he ufed now

and then to teach me fome parts of naviga-

tion -himfelf ; but fome:of our paffengers, and

- 7 - o others,
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others, feeing this, found much fault with
him for it, faying, it was a very dangérous
thing to let a negro know navigation ; thus
* I was hindered again in my purfuits. About
the latter end of the year 1764, my mafter
bought a larger floop, called the Prudence,
about feventy .or eighty tons, of which my
captain had the eommand. I went with him
into this veflel, and we took a load of new
flaves for Georgia and Charles Town. My
mafter now left me entirely to the captain,
though he flill withed for me to be with him;
but I, who always much wifhed to lofe fight.
of the.Weft Indies, was not.a little rejoiced.
at the thoughts of feeing any other country.
Therefore, relying on the goodnefs of my
captain, I got ready all the little venture I
could ; and, when the veflel was ready, we
failed to my great joy. When we got to our
deftined places, Geergia and Charles Town,
1 expeGted I thould have an opportunity, of
felling my lictle property to advantage ; but
here, particularly in Charles Town, I met
with buyers, white men, who impoled on me
as in other places. Notwithftanding, I was
refolved to have fortitude, thinking no lot or
- trial too hard when kind Heaven is ‘the re-
warder. o
We foon got loaded again, and returned to
' . Montferrat ;
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Montferrat; and there, among the reft of
the iflands, I fold my goods well; and in this
manner I continued trading-during the year
1764 ; meeting with various fcenes of im-
pofition, as ufual. After this, my mafter
fired out his veflel for Philadelphia, in the
year 1765; and during the time we were
loading her, and getting ready for the voy-
age, I worked with redoubled alacrity, from
the hope of getting money enough by thefe
voyages to buy my freedom, in time, if it
thould pleafe God ; and alfo to fee the town of
Philadelphia, which I had heard a great deal
about for fome years paft; befides which, I
had always longed to prove my mafter’s pro-
mife the firft day I came to him. In the
midf of thefe elevated ideas, and while I was
about getting my little merchandife in readi-
nefs; one Sunday my mafter fent for me to his
houfe. When I came there I found him and
the captain together ; and, on my going in,
I was ftruck with aftonifhment at his telling
me he heard that I meant to run away from
him when I got to Philadelphia: ¢ And there-
¢ fore,” faid he, ¢ I muft fell you again: you
¢ coft me a great deal of money, no lefs than
¢ forty pounds fterling ; and it will not do to
¢ lofe fo much. You are a valuable fellow,”
continued he, €and I can get any day for

' H ¢ you
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¢ you one hundred guineas, from many
¢ tlemen in this ifland.’ And then he. told
me of Captain ‘Doran’s brother-in law; a fe-
vere mafter, who ever wanted to buy-meto
‘make-me_his  overfeer. My captain alfo faid
he could get much more than’a hundred gui-
neas for me in Carolina. This I knew to be
-a falt: for the gentleman that wanted to buy
me came off feveral times on board of us,.and
fpoke to me to live with him, -and faid he
would-ufe me well. When 1 afked what work
he would put me to, he faid, as I was 2 failor,
he would ‘make me ‘a- captain of one of his
rice veflels, -But- I refufed: and fcarmg, at
the fame time, by a fudden turn I faw in-the
~ ‘captain’s-temper, he might mean to fell- me,
1 told the 'gentleman 1" would not live with
him on any condition, and that- I certainly
‘would run away with his veffel : but he faid
-he did not fear“that, as he would citch me
. again; and then ‘he told me how cruelly he
‘would ferve me if I thould-do fo. My cap-
‘tain, however, gave him to underftand that
I knew fomething of navigation : fo he thought
berter of- it; and, to my great joy, he went
-away. I new told my mafter T did not fay
- ¥ would run away ‘in_Philadelphia ; neither
did' I meant it, -as’ he did not ufe me ill, ner
. yet the captain: for if they did, 1 ccrtamly
' . would
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would have made fome attempts beforé now 3
but as I thought that if it weré Ged’s will I
ever fhould be freed it would be fo;. and; on
the contrary, if it was not his will, it would
not happen ; fo I hoped, if ever 1 were freed;
whilft I was ufed well, it fhotld be by honeft
means ; but as' I could not help myfelf, he
muft do as he pleafed ; I could only hope and
truft to the God.of Heaven; and at that in- -
fant my mind was big with inventions, and
full of fchemes to efcape. I then appealed
to the captain, whether ever he faw any fign
of my making the leaft attempt to run away ;
and atked him if I did not -always come on
board according to the time for which he gave
me liberty ; and, more particularly, wheh-all
our inen left us at Guadaloupe, and went on

board of the French fleet, and advifed meto = =~

go with them, whether I might not, and that
he could not have got me again. To my no
fmall furprife, and very great joy, the cap-
tain confirmed every fyllable that I had faid,
and even more; for ‘he faid he had tried dif-
ferent times to fee if I woild make any at-
tempt of this kind, both at St. Euftatia and in
America, and he never found that I made the
fmalleft ; but, on the contrary, I always came
on board according to his ordersy and he did
really believe, if I ever meant to run away,

Ha - that
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_ that, as I could never have had a better op-
- portunity, I would have done it the night the
mate and_all the people left our. veffel at
Guadaloupe. The captain then informed my

. snafter, who had been thus impofed on by our
mate (though I did not know who was my
~_enemy), the reafon the mate had for impofing
this lie upon him; which was, becaufe I had
acquainted the captain of the provifions the
mate had given away,-or taken out of the vel- -
fel. This fpeech of. the captain was like life
to the dead to me, and inftantly my foul glo-
rified God; and fill more fo on hearing my
mafter immediately fay that 1 was a fenfible
fellow, and he never did intend to ufe me as
a common flave; and that, but for ‘the en-
treaties of the captain, and his charaéter of
me, he would-not have let me go from the
ftores about as I had done; that alfo, in fo
doing, he thought by carrying one little thing
or other to different places to fell I might
make money. That he alfo intended to en-
courage me in this, by crediting me with half
a puncheon of rum and half a hogfhead of
{ugar at a time ; fo that, from being careful,
I might have money enough, in fome time,
to purchafe my freedom ; and, when that was
the cafe, I might depend upon it he would let
me have.it for forty pounds- fterling mo;_ey’,

’ ’ - which
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which was only the fame price he gave for -
me. This foon gladdened my poor heart
beyond meafure ; though indeed it was no’
more than the very idea I had formed in my
mind of my mafter long before, and I imme- .
~ diately made him this reply : ¢ Sir, I always
¢ had that very thought of you, indeed I had, -
¢ and that made me fo diligent ir fervin
¢ you.” He then gave mea large piece of fil-
ver coin, fuch as I had never feen or hiad be-
fore, and told me to get ready for the voyage,
and he would credit me with a tierce of fugar
.and another of rum; he alfo faid that he had
tswoamiablefifters in Philadelphia, from whom
I might get fome neceflary things. Upon this
Ry, noble captain defired me to go aboard ;
and, knowing the African mettle, he charged
me not to fay any thing of this matter to any
body ; and he promifed that the lying mate
Thould not go with him any more. This was
-a change indeed ; in the fame hour to feel the
moft exquifite pain, and in the turn of amo-"
ment_the fulleft joy. It caufed in me fuch
fenfations as 1 was only able to exprefs in my
lpoks ; my heart was'fo overpowered with-gra-
titude, that I could have kiffed both of .their
feet, When I left the room, I immediately
went, or rather flew, to the veflel, which be-.
ing loaded, my mafter, as good as his word,.
Hg trufted:
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trufted me with a tierce of rum, and another
of fugar; when we failed, and arrived fafe at
- the elegant town of Phtladelphla. 1 foon fold
my goods here pretty well; and in this charm-
ing place I found every thmg plennful and
cheap.

' While. T was in this place a very extraot-
dinary occurrence befel me.- I had been told
one evening of a wifz woman, a- Mrs. ‘Datis,
who revealed fecrets, foretold events, &c. T
put litele faith in this flory at firft, as I could
not conceive that any mortal could forefee the
future - difpofals of Providence, nor did I be-
lieve in any other revelation than that of the
Holy Scriptures ; however, I was greatly afte-
. .nifhed at feeing this woman in a dream that
~-night, though a perfon I never before beheld
in my live ; this made Tuch an impreflion on
. me, that T could not get the idea the next
day out of my mind, and I then became as
anxious to fee her as T was before indifferent;
. accordingly, in the evening, after we left off -
working, I inquired whete fhe lived, and,
being direted to. her, to my mexpreﬁible
furprife, beheld the very woman in the very
“fame drefs the appeared to me to wear in the
vifion. She immediately told me I haddreamed
of her the preceding night; related to me
~many thmgs that had happened with a cor-

rectnefs

N
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reétnefs that aftonifhed me; and finally told
me I thould not be long a flave : this was the
more agreeable news, as I believed it the
more readily. from her haying fo faithfully re-
lated the paft incidents of my life. She faid
I fhall be twice in very great danger of my.
" life within eighteen months, which, if T ef-
caped, I fhould afterwards go on' well; fo
giving me her blefling, we parted. After
ftaying ‘here fome time till our veflel was
loaded, and I had bought in my little traffic,
we failed from this agreeable {pot for Mont-
_ferrat, once inore to encounter the raging furfs.
We arrived fafe at Montferrat, where we |
difcharged our cargo ; and foon after that we .
took flaves on board for St. Euftatia, and from
thence to Georgia. I had always exerted my-
felf, and did double work, in order to make:
our voyages as fhort as poffible ; and from thus
overworking myfelf while we were at Georgia
I caught a fever and ague. I was very ill
eleven days, and near dying ; eternity was now
exceedingly impreffed on my mind, and I
feared very much that awful event. 1 prayed
the Lord therefore to fpare me ; and I'madea .
promife in my mind to God, that I would be
good if ever I fhould recover. At length, from
having an eminent Dotor to attend nie, I
was reftored again to health; and foon after
Hge - we

/
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we got the veffel loaded, and fet off for Mont-:
ferrat.  During the paffage, asI was perfectly
reftored, and had much bufinefs of the veflel
‘to mingd, all my endeavours to keep yp my in-
tegrity, and perform my promife to God, be-
gan to fail; and, in (pite of all I could do, as
we drew nearer and nearer to the iflands, my
refolutions more.and mare declined, as if the
every air of that country or climate.feemed
fatal to piety. When_ we were fafe arrived at
Montferrat, and I had got athore, I forgotmy-
‘former refolutions. — Alas! how prone is the
heart to leave that God it withes to love ! add
“how ftrongly do the things of this world ftrike
~the fenfes and captivate the foul !l—After. opr
veflel was difcharged, -we foon got her ready,
and took in, as ufual, fome of the poor 6p-
prefled natives of Africa, and other negroés;
we then fet off again for Georgia'and Charlel
town. We arrived at Georgia, and, having
landed part of our.cargo, proceeded to Charlef-
“town with the remainder. While we were there
I faw the town illuminated, the guns wereﬂre{'l,
and bonfires and other demon%rations of joy
thewn, on account of the repeal of the ftamp-
a&. Here 1 difpofed of fome goods on my
own account ; the white men buying them with
fmooth promifes and fair words, giving me,
- however, but very indifférent payment. There
: St was
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was one gentlemen particularly who boughta
puncheon of rum of me, wlhich gave me a great
deal of trouble; and although I ufed the in-
tereft of my friendly captain, I could not ob=
tain any thing for it; for, being a negro man,,
I could not oblige him to pay me. This vexed
me much, not knowing how to aé&t; and I loft
fome time in feeking after this Chriftian;. and:
_though, when the Sabbath came (which the
negroes ufually make their holiday) I was .
‘much inclined to go to public worthip, but
.inftead of that I was. obliged to hire fome
black men to help me to pull a boar acrofs.
_the water to go in queft of this gentfeman..
When I found him, after much entreaty, both
from myfelf and. my wortliy captain, he at
laft paid me in. dollars ;. fome of them how-
‘ever, were copper, and of confequence of no-
value ; but he took advantage of my being a
negro man, and obliged me to put up with’
thofe or none; although I objeéted to them..
‘Immediately after, as I' was trying to pafs
them in the market amongft other white men,,.
I was abufed for offering to-pafs bad coin; -and
though I thewed them the-man I lrad got them.
from, I was wititin.one minute of being tied
up and flogged without either judge or jury ;.
however, by the help of a good pair of heels, I
ran off, and fo efcaped the baftinadoes I thould:
have recetved, I got on board as faft a3 I
: Hg - could,,

¢
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could, but ftill continued in fear of them
until'we failed, which, I thank Gad, we did
not long after; and I have never been.
-amongft them fince, o

We foon came to Georgia, where we were
to complete our lading; and here worfe fate
than ever attended me : For one' Sunday
night, as I was with fome negroes in their
‘mafter’s yard in the town of Savannah, it hap-
' pened that their mafter, one Doctor Perkins,
who was.a very fevere and cruel man, came
in drunk; and not liking to fee any ftrange
" negroes in his yard, he, and a ruffian of a white
man he had in his fervice, befet me in an in-
ftant, and both of them ftruck .me with the
firft weapons they could get hold of. 1 cried
" out as long as I could for help and mercy ;
‘but, though I gave a good account of my-
- felf, and. he knew my captain, who lodged
hard by him, it was to no purpofe. "They
beat and mangled me in a fhameful manner,
leaving me near dead. I loft fo much blood
from the wounds I received, that I lay quite
motionlefs, and was fo benumbed that 1
could not feel any thing. for many hours.
, Early in the morning they took me away to
the jail. As I did not return to the fhip
all night, my captain not knowing where

.~ 1 was, and being uneafy that I did not then

- make my - appearance, he imade inquiry
S S U after
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- after me; and, having found where I was, im-
mediately came to me. As foon as the good
man faw me fo cut and mangled, he could not
forbear weeping; he fogn got me out of jail -
to his lodgings, and immediately ferit for the
beft doctors in the place, who at firft declared’
it as their opinion that I could not recover.
My capeain on this went to all the lawyers in
the town for their advice, -but they told him
they could do nothing for me asi wasanegro.
He then went to Dr. Perkins, the hero who had
vanquithed me, and menaced him, {wearing
he would be revenged of him, and challenged
him to fight. But cowardice is ever the com-
panion of cruelty—and the Do&or refufed.
However, by the fkilfulnefs of -one Door
Brady of that place, I began at laft to amend;.
but, although I was fo fore and bad with the
wounds I had all over . me that I eould not reft
in any pofture, yet I was in more pain on ac-
count of the captain’s uneafinefs about me
than I otherwife fhould have been. The worthy
man nurfed and watched me’ all the hours of
the night ; and I was, through his attention,
and that of the Doctor, able to get out of bed
in about fixteen or eighteen days. All this
time I was very much wanted on board, as I'
ufed frequently to go up and down thc river .
“for rafts, and other parts of our cargo, and

' s X flow
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ftow them, when the mate was fick or abfent.
In about four weeks I was able to go on duty ;
and in a fortnight after, having got in all our
lading, our veffel fet fail for Montferrat ; and
in lefs than three weeks we arrived there fafe,
‘towards the end of the year. This ended my
adventures in 1765; for I did not leave
Montfesrat again Gl the bcb;mung of the
{ollowmg years

- CHAF,
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~ CHAP. VIL

Fhe author’s difguft at the Weft Indies—Forms
JSehemes to obtain bis freedom—Ludicrous dif-
appointment be and his Captain met with in
Georgia — Ar laf, by feveral fucce[s’ul wvoy.
ages, be acquires a fum of money fufficient to
purckafe it.—dpplies to his maiter, who ac-
cepts it, and grants .bis manumiffion, to bis
great joy—He afterwards enters as a free-
man on board onc of Mr. King’s fhips, and
Jails for Georgia—Impofitions om free negroes
as ufual—His venture of turkies.~—Sails for
Montferrat, and on bis paflage his friend the
Captain falls ill.and dies.

Every day now brought me nearer my
freedom, and I was impatient till we pro-
ceeded again to fea, that I might have an op-
portunity of getting a fum large enough to
purchafe it. 1 was not long ungratified; for,
in the beginning of the year 1766, my ma-
fter bought another floop, named the Nancy,
“the largeft I had ever feen. She was partly
Taden, and was to proceed to Philadelphia;
our captain had his choice of three, and I
was well pleafed he chofe this, which was

’ the
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the largeft : for, from his having a large vef-
fel, I had more room, and could carry a larger
. quantity of goods with me, Accordingly,
when we had delivered our old veffel, the
Prudence, and completed the Jading of the
Nancy, having made near thrée hundred per
cent. by four barrels of pork I brought from
Charleftown, I laid in as large a cargo as I
could, trufting to God’s providence to prof-
. per my undertaking., - With thefe views I
failed for Philadelphia. On our paflage; -when
we drew near the land, I was for the firft
time furprifed at the fight of fome whales,
~ having. never feen any fuch large fea mon-
fters before ; and, as we failed by the land,
one morning I faw a puppy whale clofe by
the veflel; it was about the length of a wherry.
boat, and it followed us all the day till we

. got within the Capes. ~ We arrived fafe and
in good time at Philadelphia, and I fold my
“goods there chiefly to the Quakers. They
,always appeared to be a very honeft difcreet
fort of people, and never attempted to impofe
on mej I therefore liked them, and ever af-
ter chofe to deal with them in preference to

- any others. T

One Sunday morning, while I was here,

as I was going to church, I chanced to pafsa
' meeting-houfe. The doors being open,‘-arlz]d
. : _ “the
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the houfe full of people, it excited my cu-
riofity to goin. When I entered the houfe, to-
my great furprife, I faw a very tall woman
flanding in the midft of them, fpeaking in
an-audible voice fomething which I could not
underftand. Having never feen any thing of
" this kind before, 1 ftood and ftared about me
for fome time, wondering at this odd fcene.
As foon as it was over, Itook an opportunity
to make inquiry about the place and people,
when I was informed they were called Qua- -
kers. I particularly afked what that womap I
faw-in the midft of them had faid, but none .
of them were pleafed. to fatisfy me; fo I
quitted them; and foon after, as I was return-
ing, I came to a church crowded with peo-
ple; the church-yard was full likewife, and a
number of people were even mounted on
ladders, looking in at the windows. 1 thought
this -a ftrange fight, as I had never feen
churches, either in- England or the Weft In-
dies, crowded in this manner before. I there-
fore made bold to atk fome people the mean-
ing of all'this, and they told me the Rev. Mr.
George Whitfield was. preaching. I bad of-
ten heard of this gentleman, and had withed
to fee and hear him ; bur I had never before
had" an opportunity. 1 now therefore re-
folved to.gratify myfelf with the fight, and
' prefled
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prefied.i in amidft the multitude. When Igot
ito the church I faw this pious man exhort-

ing the people with' the greateft fervour and
earneftnefs, and fweating as much as Iever

'did while in flavery at Montferfat beach. I

. was very much ftruck and imprefled with

-

this; Ithought it ftrange I had never feen di-
vines exert themfelves in-this manner before;
and was no longer at a lofs to account for the
thin congregations thcy prcached to. _
. When we had difcharged our cargo here,

—-and were loaded again, we left this fruitful

. land once more, and fet fail for Montferrat..

My triffic had hitherto fucceeded fo well with .

 me, that Ithought, by felling my goods when

we arrived at-Montferrat, I thould have money
enough to purchafe my freedom. But as foon
as our veflel arrived there, my mafter came
on board, and gave orders.fox us to go to St..
Euftatia, and difcharge. our cargo there, and
from thence proceed to-Georgia. 1 was
‘much dnfappomtcd at this ;.but rhmkmg, as
wufual, it was of mo ufe to murmur at the
decrees of fate, I fubmitted without repin-
ing, and we went to- St. -Enftatia. After we
had difcharged our cargo:there we took in a

“live cargo, (as we call a cargo of flaves).

-“Here 1 fold my: goods tolerably well; but,

~ net bcmg able to lay out all my money in

' thxs,
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this fmall ifland to as much advantage as in
many other places, I laid out only part, and
- the remainder I brought away with me neat. -
- 'We failed from hence for Georgia, and I was

glad when we got there, though I had not

much reafon to like the place from my laft
adventure in Savannah; but I longed to get

back to Montferrat and procure my freedom,

which I expected to be able to purchafe when

I returned. As foon as we arrived here I

waited on my careful doctor, Mr." Brady;" to

whom I made the moft grateful acknowledg-

ments in my power for his forner Kindnéfs

and attention during my illnefs. ‘

While we were here, an odd circumftance
happened to the captain and me, which dif-
appointed ‘us both a good ‘deal.” * A filver-
{mich, whom we had brought to this place
fome voyages before, agreed with the cap-
tain to return with us to the Weft Indies, and
promifed at the fame time to give the cap-
tain a great deal of money, having pretended
ta take a liking to him, and being as we
thought very rich. But while we ftayed to
load our veffel this man.was takerr ill in a
houfe were he worked, and in a week’s time
became very bad. The worfe he grew the
morg he ufed to fpeak of giving the captain
what-he had promifed him, fo that he ¥x-

' o pected
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‘pelted fomething confiderable from the death
of this man, who had no wife or child, and he
attended him day and night. ‘I ufed alfo to -
go with the captain, at his own defire, to at- .
_tend him; efpecially when we faw there was
. no appearance of his recovery; and, in order
to recompenfe me for my trouble, the cap-
tain promifed me ten pounds, when he fhould
get the man’s property. I thought this would
be of great fervice to me, although I-had
nearly money enough to purchafe my free-
dom, if I fthould get fafe this voyage to Mont-
ferrat. In this expe&ation I laid out above
cight pounds of my money for a fuit of fuper-
fine blue cloaths to dance in at my freedom, .
which I hoped was then at hand. We flill
continued to attend this man, and were with
him even on the laft day he lived, till very
- late at night, when we went on board. After
we were got to bed, about one or two o’clock
in the morning, the captain was fent for, and
informed the man was dead. On this he came
to my bed, and, waking me, informed me of
it, and defired me to get up and procure a
light, and immediately go with him. I told
-him.I was very fleepy, and withed he would
take fomebody elfe with him ; or elfe, as the
man was dead, and could want no farther at-
tendance, to let all things remain as they
: were:
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‘were till the next morning. ¢ No, no,” faid
he, ¢ we will have the money to-night, I can-

¢ not wait till to-morrow ;. fo let us go.” Ac-
cordingly I got up and ftruck a light, and
away ‘we both went and faw the man as dead

as we could-with., The captain faid he would
give him a grand burial, in gratitude for the
promifed treafure; and defired that all the
things belonging to the deceafed might he -
brought forth. Among others, there was.a
neft of trunks of which he had kept the keys
‘whilft the man was -ill, and when they were’
produced we opened them with no fiall ea-
gernefs and.expetation ; and as there were a -
great number within one another, with much
impatience we took them one out of the other.

At laft, when we came to the fmalleft, and
had opened it, we faw it was full of papers,

" which we fuppofed to be notes ; at the fight

-of which our hearts leapt for joy; and that
inftant the captain, clapping his hands, cried -
‘out, ¢ Thank God! here it is” Butwhen we
took up the trunk, and began to examine the -
fuppofed treafure and long-looked-for bounty,
(alas! alas! how uncertain and deceitful are
all human affairs!) what had We found ?
While we thought we were embracing a fub-
, ftance, we grafped an empty nothing !! The
whole amount that was in the neft of trunks
) : was
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was only.one-dollar and ¢ halfy and all that-
the man poffeffed would not pay for his.coffin.
~Our fudden ‘and exquifite joy was now fuc-
ceeded by as fudden and exquifite pain ; and
my captain and I exhibited, for fome time,
moft ridiculous - figures—piétures of chagria
and difappointment | We went away greatly
mortified, and left the deceafed to do as well
as he could for himfelf,. as we bad taken fo
good care of him when alive .for nothing.
‘We fet fail once more for Montferrat, and ar- -
rived there fafe; but much out' of humduk
witll our friend the filverfmith. : When we
had unladen the veflel, and I hdd fold my
venture, finding myfelf :malter of -about for-
ty-feven pounds—1I confulied ny true friend,
the captain, how I thould proceed in offering
my mafter the money for my.freedom. He
~told me  te come on a certain'morning,; when
he and my mafter would be. as breakfaft to-
gether.™ . Accordingly, on: that morning,. I
went, and met the captain there, as he -had’
“appointed.- When 1 went in I made my obei-
-fance to my mafter, and with. my money 'in
- my hand, and. many ‘fears in mv heast, 1
praved bim to be as good as his offer to me,
when he was pleafed to promife me 'my free-
- doin as foon as I could purchafe it. This
Speech feemed to confound him; he began ;vo ,
» : < recoil 3
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recoil ; and my heart funk that inftant within .
me. ¢ What,’ faid he, ¢ give you your free=

¢ dom ?- Why, where did you get the money?

¢ Have you got forty pounds Sterling 2’ ¢ Yes,
¢ fir,” I anfwered. ¢ How did you get ic?’
teplied- he, I told him, ¢ Very honeftly.” - The
captain then faid he knew I got the money
very honeftly, and with much induftry, and
that I was particularly careful. On which
my matfter replied, I got money much fafter
than ‘he did’; and faid he would not have
made the proniife he did if he had thought
-I.fhould have got money fo foon. ¢ Come,
"¢ come,’ faid 1y worthy captain, clapping
‘my mafter on the back, ¢ Come, Robert, -
¢ (which was his name), I think you muft let -

¢ him have his freedom ;—you have laid your -,

¢ money out very well; you have received
¢ good intereft for. it all this time, and here
¢ i1s now the principal at laft. I know Gufe
¢ tavus had earned you more than an hundred
¢ a-year, and he will ftill fave you money, as
¢ he will not leave you: Come, Robert, take
¢ the money.” My mafter then faid, he
“would not be worfe than his promife ; and,
taking the mioney, told me to go to the Se-
cretary at the Regifter Office, and get my
manumiffion drawn up. Thefe words of my
mafter were like a voice from heaven to me;

4 : . in
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in an inftant all my trepidation was.turned
into unuttered blifs; and I moft reverently
- bowed myfelf with gratitude, unable to ex-
prefs my feelings, but by the overflowing of my
eyes, and a heart rgplete with thanks to God;
* while my true and .worthy friend the captain
congratulated us both with.a peculiar degree
of heartfelt pleafure.- As foon as the firft
tranfports of my joy were over, and I had
‘expreffed my thanks to thefe my worthy
ftiends in the beft manner I was able, .I rofe -
" with a heart full of affeGion and reverence,
and left the room in order to obey my ma-
ter’s joyful mandate of going to the Regifter
-Office. As I was leaving the houfe, I called
‘tp mind the words of the Pfaimift, in the
126th Pfalm, and like him, ¢ I glorified God
¢ in ‘my heart, in whom 1 trufted.”  Thefe
.words had beeni impreflfed on my mind from
the very day I was forced from Deptford to
-the prefent hour, and I now faw them, as I
- thought, fulfilled and verified. My imagi-’
-nation was all rapture as I flew to the Regif-
. ter Office; and, in this refpe&, like-the apo-
ftle.Peter *, (whofe deliverance from prifon
was fo fudden and extraordinary, that he
thought he was in a vifion), I could fcarcely

* Ads, xii 9 I
_ elicve
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belleve I was awake. Heavens! who could
do juftice to _my feelings at this moment? -
Not conquering heroes themfelves, in- the
amidft of a triumph—Not the tender mother -
who has juft ‘regained her long-lofts infant,
‘and" prefles -it to-her heart—Not the wear
hungry mariner, at the fight of the deﬁreg
friendly port—Not the lover, when he once
more embraces his beloved miftrefs, after fhe °
has been ravithed from his arms!—All with-
in my breaft was tumult, wildnefs, and delia
rium ! My feet fcarcely touched the ground,
for they were winged with joy, and, like Eli-
jah, as he rofe to Heaven, they ¢ were with
¢ lightning fped as T went on.” Every.one I
met 1 told of my happinefs, and blazed about
the virtue of my amiable mafter and . cap-
‘tain.

" When I _got to thc office ‘and acquamted
_the Regifter with my errand, he.congratula-
ted me on the occafion, and told me he would
draw up my manumiffion for half price,
‘which was a guinea. . I thanked him for his
‘kindnefs ; and, h'wmg received it, and paid
him, 1 haftened to my mafter to get him to
fign it, that I might fully be releafed. . Ac-
cordingly he figned the ‘manumiffion that
day; fo that, before night,I who had been a
flave in the morning, trembling at the will of.
‘ another,
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gnother, now became my own mafter, and
compleatly free. 1 thought this was the hap-.
pieft.day I had ever experienced ; and my joy
was flill heightened by the bleffings and pray. -
ers of many of the fable race, particular the
aged, to whom' my heart had ever been at-
tached with reverence. - o

As thereform of my manumiffion has fome-
thing peculiar in it, and expreffes the abfo-
lute power and dominion one man claims
over his fellow, I fhall beg leave to prefent it
before my readers at full length: '

Montferrat.—To all men unto whom thefe

. prefents fhall come: T Robert King of the

parith of St, Anthony in the faid ifland, mer-
chant, fend greeting :- Know ye, that I the

" aforefaid Robert King, for, and in confideras

tion. of the fum of feventy pounds current

-money of the faid ifland, to me in hand paid,
and to the intent that a negro man-flave, .

named Guftavus Vafa, fhall and may become
free, have manumitted, emancipated, enfran-
chifed, and fet free, and by thefe prefents do

" manumit, emancipate, enfranchife, and fet

" free, the aforefaid negro- man-flave named
‘Guftavus Vafa, for ever ; hereby giving,

granting, and releafing unto. him, the faid

“Guftavus Vafa, all right, title, dominion, fo-

vereignty,
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. vercignty, and property, which, as lord and
mafter over the aforefaid Guftayus Vala, I
have had, or which I now have, or by any.
means whatfoever | may or can hereafter
poflibly have over him the aforefaid Negro,
for ever. In witnefs whereof, I the above-
faid Robert King, have unto thefe prefents
fet my band and feal, this tenth day of July
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven

hundred and fixey-fix. RozerT Kive,

Signed, fealed, and delivered in the prefence

&f Terry Legay. . '
Montferrat, , .

Regiftered the within manumiffion, at fult
length, this eleventh day of July, 1766, in
liber D. - TerrY LEcaY, Regifter.

In fhort, the fair as well as black people
immediately .ftyled me by a new appellation, -
to me the moft defirable in the world, which
was Freeman, and at the dances I gave m
Georgia fuperfine blue cloaths made no indif-
ferent appearance, as I thought. Some of the
fable females, who formerly ftood aloof, now
began to relax, and appear lefs coy ; but my
heart was Qill fixed on London, where [
hoped to be ere long. So that my worthy .

o ‘ 1 : Cap.
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captain,and his owner my late mafter, finding,
that the bent of my mind was towards Lon- .
don, faid to me. , We hope you won’t leave
¢ us, but that you will ftill be with the veffels.
Here gratitude bowed me "down ; and none
but the generous mind can judge of my feel-
ings, ftruggling between inclination and duty.
However, notwithftanding my with to bein
London, I obediently anfwered my benefac-
tors that I would go in the veflel, and not
leave them; and from that day 1 was entered
ou board as an able-bodied failor, at thirty-fix-
fhillings per month, befides what perquifites.
I could make. My intention was to'make a
voyage or two, entirely to pleafe thefe my
honoured patrons ; but I determined that the
year following, if it pleafed God, I would fee
- Old Eogland once more, and furprife my old .
mafter, Capt. Pafcal, who was hourly m my
mind ; for I ftill loved him, notwithftanding
Lis ufage to me, and 1 pleafed myfelf with
thinking of what'he would fay when he faw

what the Lord had done for me in*fo fhorta -

time, inftead of being, as he might perhaps
fuppofe, under the cruel yoke of fome planter,
With thefe kind of reveries 1 often ufed to
entertain myfelf, and fhorten the time till my
return; and now, being as in my original
free African ftate, I embarked on board the .

9 - -~ Nancy,
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Nancy, after having got all things. ready for
our voyage, In this ftate of ferenity we
failed for St. Euftatia ; and having finooth
feas and calm weather, we foon arrived there :
after taking our cargo on board, we proceed-
ed to Savannah in Georgia, in Auguft, 1766.
While we were there, as ufual, I ufed to go
for the cargo up the rivers in boats: and when
on this bufinefs, have been frequently befet
by Alligators, which were very numerous on
that coaft and river; and thot many of them
when they have been near getting into our
boats 3 which we have with great difficulty
fometimes prevented, and have.been very
much frightened at them. 1 have feen a
young one fold in Georgia alive for fix-pence,
During our ftay at this place, one evening’
a flave belonging to Mr. Read, a merchant
of Savannah, came near -our veflel, and be-
gan to ufe me veryill.” I entreated him, with
all the patience 1 was mafter of, to defift, as
I knew there was little or no law for a free
negro here; but the fellow, inftead of tak-
ing my advice, perfevered in his infults, and
even ftruck me. At this [ loft all temper,
and fell on him and beat him foundly. The
next morning his mafter came to our veffel as
we lay alongfide the wharf, and defired me to
come athore that he might have me .flogged
) g all
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all round the town, for beating his négro
flave. 1 told him he had infulted me, and
had given the provocation, by frft firiking

me. I had told my captain alfo-the whole:
affair that morning, and withed him to hawe: -
-gone along with me to Mr. Read, to preveat:
bad corfequences; but he faid that it did not:
fignify, and if " Mr. Read faid any-thing, he

would make matters up, and defired me to

go to work, ‘which I accordingly did. -The -

captdin  being on board when Mr. Réad -

came and applied to him to deliver me up, he-
faid he 'knew nothing of the marter, I was-a. -
free man. I was aftonifhed and frightened . at-.
“this, and thought I-had better keep where I
was than t§oaﬂmrc-and be flogged round the

town, without judge or jury. I therefore re-

fufed to ftir; and Mr. Read went away,

fwearing he would bring all the' conftables in’
the town, for he would have me out of the

veffel. When he was gone, I thought his -

threat might prove too true to my forrow;

and I was confirmed in this belief, as well by -

the: many inftances I had feen of the treat-.

mert of free negroes, as from a fad that had-
happened within my own knowledge here a.

* fhort time before.

Ther: was a free black man, a carpenter,

+ that I knew, who for afking a gentleman-that -

2 _ he -
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he worked for, for thE'money he had earned,
was put into gaol; and afterwards this ap-
yprefled man was feat from Georgia, with falfe .
accufations, of an‘intention to fet the gentle-

man’s houfe on fire, and run away with his .~

flaves, I was 'therefore much embarrafled,
and very apprehenfive of a flogging at leaft.
I dreaded, of all things, the thoughts of be-’
ing ftripped, as I mever in my life bhad the
marks of any violence of that kind. At that
inftant a rage feized my foul, and fora little [
determined to refiit the 'firft man that thould
offer to lay violent hands on me, or bafely
ule me without a trial; for I would fooner .
dic like a free man, than fuffer myfelf to be
fcourged by the hands of ruffians, and my
blood drawn like a flave. The Captain .and
others; more cautious, advifed me to make
bafte and conceal myfelf; for they faid Mr.

Read was a very fpiteful man, and he would -

foon: come on board with conftables, and take
me. ‘At firft I refufed this counfel, being
determined to ftand my ground; but ac
length, by the prevailing entreaties of the
Captain and Mr. -Dixon, with whom he -
lodged, 1 went to Mr. Dixon’s houfe, which
was 2 little out of the town, at a place called
2ea-ma-chra. 1 was but juft gone, when Mr. -

Read, with the conftables, came for me, and
Ig fearched
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fearched the veffel ; but, not _finding me
.there, he fwore he would have me dead or
~alive. 1 was fecreted above five days; how-
ever, the good cnuracter which my Captain
.always gave me, as well as fome other gentle-
‘men who.alfo knew me, procured me fome
friends. At laft fome of them told my Cap-
tain that he did not ufe. me well, in fuffering
me thus to be impofed upon, and faid they |
would fee me redreffed, and get me on board
fome other veffel. My Captain, on this, im-
mediately went to Mr. Read, and ‘told. him,
that ever fince 1 eloped from the veflel, his
work had been negleéted, and he could not
go on with her loading, himfelf and mate not
being well ; and, 'as Lhad managed things on
board for them, my abfence muft have re-
tarded his voyage, and confequently hurt the
owner ; . he therefore begged of him to for-
give me, as he faid he never heard any com- |
plaint of me before, during the feveral years
1 had been with him. After repeated entrea-
ties; Mr. Read faid I might go to hell, and
that he would not meddle with me ; on which
my Caprain came immediately to mie at his
lodging, and, telling me how pleafantly mat-
ters had gone on, defired me to go on board.
" Some of my other friends. then afked him
'if he had got the conflables warrants from|

them ?
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them? the Captain faid, No. On this I was
defired by them to ftay in the houfe; and
they faid they would get me'on board of fome' -
‘other veffel before the évening.,” When the
‘Captain heard. this he became almoft dif-
tracted. He went immediately for the war-
rants, and, after ufing every exertion in his
'power, he at laft got it from my huntets; but
I had all the expences to pay. ‘
* After 1 had thanked all miy fricnds fortheir
'kindnefs, I went on board agaih to'my ‘work,
‘of which I had always plenty. - We were in-
hafte to complete our lading, and were to car-
_ry twenty head of cattle with us to the Weft
Indies, where they are a very profitable arti-
cle. In order to encourage me in working,
and to make up for the time I had loft, my
Captain promifed me the privileges of carry-
ing two bullocks of my own with me; and
this made me work with redoubled ardour.
As foon as I had got the veflel loaded, in do-
ing which I was obliged to perform the duty
of the mate as well as my own work, and when
the bullocks were near coming on board, I
afked the captain leave to bring my two, ac-
cording to his premife ; but, to my great fur-
_ prife, he told me there was no room for them.
¥then atked him to permit me to take one;
but he faid he'could not. I was a good deal
‘ 14 mortjfied
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mortified at this ufage, and told him 1 had no
notion that be intended thus to impofe on
me ;: nor could I'think well of any man that
was fo much worfe ‘than his word. On this
we had fome difdgreement, and 1 gave him
to underftand that I intended to leave the
veffel. At this he appeared to be very much |
dejected ; and our mate, who had been yery
fickly, and” whofe duty had long devolved

~~ upon me, advifed him to perfuade me to ftay !

in confequence of which he fpoke very kindly
to me, making many fair promifes, .telling
me that, as the mate was fo fickly, he could’
not do without me; and that as the fufety of
the veflel and cargo depended ‘greatly upon
me, he therefore hoped that I would not be
-offended at what had pafled between -us, and’
fwore he would make up all matters to me*
when we arrived in the Weft Indies; fo I con-
fented to. flave on as before, Soon after this, as
the bullocks were coming on board, one of
them ran at the captain, and butted him &
furiouly in the breaft, that hie never recovered
of the blow. In order to make me fome
amends for this treatment about the bu!locks;/'
the captdin now prefled me very much to
take fome turkies, and other fowls, with me,’
and gave me liberty to take as many asT’

: could find room for but I told him he khew
very
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very well I had never carried any tuikies be-
fore, as I always thought they were fuch ten~.
‘der birds that they were not fit to crofs'the
feas. However, he continued to prefs me to
buy them for once ; and, what fcemed very
furprifing to me, the more I was againtt ir,
the more he urged my raking them, info-
much that he enfured me from all loffes that
might happen by them, and I was prevailed
on to take them ; but I thought this very
ftrange, as he had never atted fo with me be-
fore. This, and not being able to difpofe
of my paper-money in any other way, induced
me at length to take four dozen. The tur-
kies, however, I was fo diffatisfied about, that
~ Ldetermined to make no more voyages to this
quarter, nor with this captain ; and was very.
apprehenfive that. my free voyage would be the
worft | had ever made. ' .
. We fet fail for Montferrat. The captain
and mate had been both compldining of fick-
nefs when we failed, and as we proceeded on
aur voyage they grew worfe. This was about
ovember, and we had not been long at fea
before we began to meet with ftrong northerly.
gales and rough feas; and in about feven or
eight days all the bullocks were near being
drowned, and four or five of them died. Qur
veflel, which had not been tight at firft, was
Is much
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miuch lefs fo now : and, theugh we were but
nine in the whole, including five failors and
myfelf, yet we were obliged to attend to the’
* pump,; every half or three quarters of an
hour. The captain and mate came on deck
as' often as they wére able, which was now
but feldom ; for they declined fo faft, that
they were not well enough to make obferva--
tions above four or five times the whole paf-
fage, The whole care of the veflel refted
therefore upon me ; and I was obliged to di-
rect her by mere dint of reafon, not being
able to work a traverfe. The Captain was
now very forry he had not taught me naviga-
“tion, -and - protefted, if ever he fhould get
well again, he would not fail to do fo : but in
about feventeen days his illnefs increafed fo
_much, that he_was. obliged to keep his bed,
continuing fenfible, however, till the laft, con-
ftantly having the owner’s intereft at heart;
for this juft and benevolent man ever appeared
much concerned about the welfare of what
he was intrufted with. When this dear friend
found the fymptoms of death approaching, he
called me by my name ; and, when I came to
him, he afked (wijth almoft his'laft breath) if
he had ever done .me any harm ? ¢ God
¢ forbid T fhould think fo,’ I replied, ¢ I fhould
¢ then be the moft ungrateful of wretches lto :
: ‘ ¢ the
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¢ the beft of benefaGtors.” While I was thus’
exprefling my affetion and forrow by his
bedfide, he expired .without faying another
word, and the day following we committed his
body to the deep. Every man on board loved
him, and regretted his death ; but I was ex-
ceedingly affeted at it, and found that I did
fiot know, till he was gone, the ftrength of my
regard for him. Indeed I had every reafon in
the world to be attached to him ; for, befides
that he was in general mild, affable, generous,
faithful, benevolent, and juft; he was to me a
friend and a father ; and had it pleafed Provi-
dence, that he had died but five months be-
fore, I verily believe I thould not have obtain-
ed my freedom when I did ; and it is pot im-
probable that I might not havg been able to
get it at any rate afterwards. ,

The caprtain being dead, the mate came on
the deck and made fuch obfetvations as he
was able, but to no purpofe. In the courfe of
a fcw days more, the bullocks that remained,
were found dead ; but the turkies I had,
though on the deck, and expofed to fo much
wer and bad weather, did well, and I after-
. wards gaincd near three hundred per cent. .
on the fale of them ; fo that in the cvent
it proved a happy circumitance-for me that I
had nog.bought the bullocks I intended, for

’ - 1 they
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they muft have perithed with the reft ; and [
could not help looking on this, otherwife tri-
fling circumftance, as a particular providence
of God, and was thankful accordingly. The
~care of the veffel took up all’my time, and
engaged my attention entirely. As we were
now out of the variable winds, I thought I
fhould not be much puzzled to hit the Iflands,.
I was perfuaded I fteered right for Antigua,
which 1 wifhed to reach, as the neareft to us;
and in the courfe of nine or ten days we made
this ifland, to our great joy ; and the day after
we came fafe to Montferrat. L
Many were furprifed when they heard of
~ my conduing the floop into the port, and I
. now obtained a new appellation, and was
called captain. This elated me not’a little,
and it was quite flattering to my vanity to be
thus ftyled by as a high a title as any fable free-
man in this place pofiefled. When the death
of the captain became known, he was much
regretted by al} who knew him ; for he wasa
" man univerfally refpe¢ted.. At the fame time
the fable captain Joft no fame ; for the fuccefs
1 had met with increafed the affeion of my
friends in no fmall meafure ; and I was offered,
by a gentleman of the place, the command of*
his floop to go amongft the iflands, but I

 refufed, CHAP.

’
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They ran the fhip aground, and the fore part
ftuck faft, and remained unmoveable, but the

hinder part was broken by the violence of the
waves. : ) Acrs, xavii, 41.

Howbeit we muft be caft upon a certain ifland ;
Wherefore, ﬁrs, be of good cheer 3 for I bcl;eve
God, that it fhall be even as it was told me.
z AcrTs, xxvii. 23, 26,
¢
And fo it came to pafs that they ef'capcd all fafe
to the land.

Ac'rs XXVii,
» XXVIL 44,

Now a thing was fecretly brought to me, and
mine ear received a little thereof.

In thoughts from the vifions of the night, when
deep fleep falleth on men.

JoB, iv. 12, 13:

Lo, all thefe rhings worketh God  oftertimes
with man. '

To.bring back his foul from the pit, to be en-:

lighteued with the light of the living.
JoB, xxxiii. 29, 30

- AN
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CHAP. VIIIL

Tbe author, -to oblige Mr. King, once more em-
barks for Georgia in the Nancy—A new
captain is appointed—They fail, and fleer a
new courfe—Three remarkable dreams—The
veffel is fhbipwrecked on the Babama Bank,
" but the crew are preferved, principally by
means of the author—He fets out from the
fland, with the captain, in a fmall boat, in
queft of a fhip—Their diflrefs—Meet with a
wrecker—3Sail for Providence— Are. overtaken

. dagain by a terrible florm, and are all near
perifping—Arrive at New Providence—The
author, after fome time, [ails from thence to
Georgla— Meets with another florm, and is
obliged to put back and refit— drrives at
Georgia— Meets mew impofitions—Two twbite.
men atiempt to kidnap him—Officiates as- a
parfon at a funeral ceremony—bids adiew fto
Georgia, and fails for Martinico.

A S I had now, by the death of my captain, _
loft my great benefa&or and friend, I had-
little inducement to remain longer in the
Wett Indies, except my gratitude to Mr. King,

which



[ 20877 .
which I thought I had pretty well difcharged
in bringing back his veffel fafe, and deliver-
ing his cargo to his fatisfaltion. I. began
to think - of leaving this part of the world,.
.of which I had been long tired, and returning
to England, where my heart had always been;
but Mr. King ftill prefled me very much to
ftay with his veflel ; and he had done {fo
much for me, that I found myfelf uypable to
refufe. his. requefts, and confented to go an-
- other yoyage-to Georgia, as the mate, from
his ill ftate of health, was quite ufelefs in the,
veflel. Accordingly, a new captain was ap-
pointed, whofe name was William Phillips,
“an old acquaintance of mine; and, having re-
fitted our veffel, and taken feveral flaves on
- board, we fet fail for St Euftatia, where we
ftaid but a few days; and on the 3zoth of
January 1567, we fteered for Geargia. Our
new captain boafted ftrangely of his fkill in
navigating and conduding a veflel ; and, in
confequence of this, he fteered a new courfe,
feveral points more to the wefitward than
we ever did before ; this appeared to me very
extraordinary. : o
On the 4th of February, which was foon
after we had got into our new courfe, 1 dreamt
tite thip was wrecked amidft the furfs and.
rocks, and that I was the means of faving
' : - cvery

[
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every one on board ; and on the night follow-
ing I dreamed the very fame dream. Thefe
dreams, however, made no impreffion on my
mind ; and the next evening, it being my watch
below, I was pumping the veffet a little after
eight o’clock, juft before I went off the deck,
as is the cuftom, and being weary with the -
duty of the day, and tired at the pump (for
we made a good deal of water), I began to
exprefs my impatience, and uttered with an
oath, ¢ Dama the veflel’s bottom out.” But
my confcience inftantly fmote me for the ex-
preflion.  When I left the deck I went to bed,
and_had fcarcely fallen afleep when I dreamed
the fame dream again about the thip as I bad
dreamt the two preceding nights. At twelve
o’clock the watch was changed ; .and, as I
. had always the charge of the captain’s watch,
I then went upon deck. At half after one in
the morning, the man at the helm faw fome-
thing under the lee-beam that the fea wathed
againft, 4ad he immediately called to me that
there was a grampus, and defired me to look
at it.. Accordingly, 1 ftood up and obferved
it for fom¢€ time ; but, when I faw the fea wath
up againft it again and again, 1 faid it was
not a fith but a rock. Being foon certain
of this, I went down to the captain, and, with
fome confufion, told him the danger we were

: in,
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in, and defired him to come upon deck im-
mediately. He faid it was very well, and I
went up again. . As foon as I was upon deck,
the wind, which had been pretty high, having
abated a little, the veffel began to be car-
ried fideways towards the rock, by means
of the current. Still the captain did not ap-
pear, I thereiore went to him again, and told
Lim the veflel was then near a large rock, and
defired he would come up with all: fpeed. He
faid he would, and I returned on the deck.
‘When I was upon the deck again I faw we
were not above a piftol fhot from the rock,
and I heard the noife of the breakers all'around
us. I was exceedingly alarmed at this ; -and
the captain having not yet come on the deck
1 loft all patience ; and, growing quite enra-
- ged, I ran down to him again, and afked
him; why he did not. come up, and what he
could mean by all this ? ¢ The breakers,’ faid
I, ¢ are around us, and the veflel is almoft on
¢ the rock.”. With that he came on the deck
with me, and tried to put the veflel abour, and
- get her out of the current, but all to no pur-
pofe, the wind being very fmall. We then
called all hands up immediately ; and after a
little we got up one end of a cable, and faft-
ened it to the anchor. By this time the furf
foamed round us, and made a dreadful noife
) : o o on
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on the breakers, and the very moment ‘we lét
the anchor go, the veffel ftruck againft the
rocks. One fwell now fucceeded another, as
it were one wave calling on its fellow: The
.roaring of the billows encreafed, and, with one
. fingle heave of the {wells, the floop was pierced
and transfixed among the rocks ! in a moment
a {cene of horror prefented itfelf to my mind,
fuch as I never had conceived or experienced
‘before. All my fins ftared me in the face; .
and efpecially I thought that God had hurled
This direful vengeance on my guilty head
for curfing the veflel on which my life de-
pended. My fpirits.at this forfook me, and I
expeted every moment to go to the bottom :
I determined if I fhould fiill be faved, that I
" would never fwear again. And in the midft
of my diftrefs, while the dreadful furfs were
dathing with unremitting fury among the’
rocks, I remembered the Lord, though .
fearful that I was undeferving of forgive-
nefs, and I thought that as he had often
delivered, he might yet deliver ; and, calling
" to mind the many mercies he had thewn me in
times paft, they gave me fome fmall hope
that he might ftill help me. I then began to
think how we might be faved ; and, I believe
no mind was ever like mine fo replete with in-
ventions and confufed with fchemes, tho;gh
) : ow
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how to efcape death I knew not. The captain
immediately ordered the hatches to be nailed
down on the flaves in the hold, where there
. were above twenty, all of whom muft upa-
“voidably have perifhed if he had been obeyed.
When, he defired the men to nail down the
hatches I thought that my. firi was the caufe of -
this, and that God would charge me with
.thefe people’s blood. This thought ruthed
upon my mind that inftant with fuch vio- .
lence, that it .quite overpowered me, and [
fainted, I recovered juft as the people were
about to nail down the hatches; perceiv-
ing which, I defired them to flop. The-cap-
tain then faid it muft be done ; I atked him
why ? He faid, that every one would en- .
deavour to get inte- the boat, which was .
but fmall, and thereby we fhould be drowned ;
_for it would not have carried above ten at the -
- moft. I could no longer reftrain my emotion,
“and I told him he deferved. drowning for
not knowing how to navigate the veflel;
and I believe the . people would have tofled
him. overboard if I -had given them  the
leaft hint of it. However, the hatches
were, not nailed down ; and, as none of us
could leave the veflel then on account of -
the darknefs, and as we. knew not where -
to go, and were convinced befides that the
boat could not furvive the furfs, we fa.hl
: ' aid. .
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faid we would remain on the dry part of the
vee!, and truft to God till day-light ap-

'pe:rcd, when we fhould know ‘better what -
to do.

I then advifed to get the boat prcpared
againft morning, and fome of us began to fet .
about it; but others abandoned all care of the
fhip, and themfelves, and fell to drinking.
Our boat had a piece our of hér bottom near
two feet long, and we had no materials to
mend her ; however, neceflity being the mo-
ther of invention, I taok fome pump- -leather,
and nailed it to the broken part, and plaftered
it over with tallow-greafe. And, thus pre-
pared, with the utmoft anxiety of mind, we
watched for day-light, and thought every
minute an hour, till it appeared. At laft it
faluted our longing eyes, and kind Provi-
dence accompanied its approach with what
was no finall cemfort to us; for the dreadful
fwells began to fubfide; and the next thmg
that we difcovered to raife our droopin
{pirits, was a finall key, or defolate ifland,
about five or fix miles off ; but a barrier foon
prefented itlelf; for there was not water.
enough for our boat to go over the réefs, and
this threw us again into a fad confternation ;
but there was no altcrname, we werc there-

.. fore
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fore obliged to put but few things in the boat
at once ; and, what was ftill worfe, all of us
were frequcntly under the neceffity of getting
out to drag and lift it over the reefs, This
coft us much labour and fatigue; and, what
was yet ‘more diftrefling, we could not avoid
having our legs cut and torn very much
with the rocks.. There were only four
people that would work with me at the
oars ; and they confifted of three black men
-and a Dutch creole fallor, and, though we
went with the boat five times that day,” we
bad no others to affift us. But, had we nat
worked in this manner, I really believe the
people could not have been faved ; for notone
of the white men did any thmg to preferve
their ‘lives ; indeed they foon got fo drunk
that they were not able, but lay about the deck
like fwmc, fo that we were at laft obliged to
lift them into the boat, and carry themon
thore by force. This want of affiftance made
_our labour intolerably fevere ; infomuch thar,
by going on thore fo often that day, the ﬂcm
was partly ftript off my hands.
However, we continued all the day to tonl
and ftrain our exertions, till we had brought ‘
all on board fafe to the fhore; fo that out of

thirty-two people we loft not one.
: . - My
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My dream now returned upon my mind
with all its force; it was fulfilled in. every
part; for our danger was the fame I had
dreamt of ; and I could not help looking on
myfelf as the principal inftrument in effecting
our deliverance: for, owing to fome of our
people getting drunk, the reft of us were ob~
liged to double our exertions ; and it was for-
tunate we did, for in a very little time longer -
the patch of leather on the boat would have
been worn out, and fhe would have been no
longer fit for fervice. Situated as we were,
who could think that men thould be fo care-
lefs of the danger they were in? for, if the
wind had but raifed the fwell as it was when
the veflel ftruck, we muft have bid a final
farewell to all hopes of deliverance ; and
though 1 warned the people who were drink-
ing, and entreated them to embrace the mo- -
ment of deliverance, neverthelefs they per-
fited, as if not poflefled of the leaft fpark of
reafon. I could not help thinking, that if.
any of thefe people had been loft, God would
charge me with their lives, which, perhaps,
was one caufe of my labouring fo hard for
their prefervation, and indeed every one of
them afterwards feemed fo fenfible .of the
fervice I had rendered them, that while we
were, on the key, I was a Kind of chieftain

amongft
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amongft them. I brought fome limes, oranges,
and lenions- athore ; and, finding it to be
a good foil were we where, I planted feveral
of them as a token to any one that might be
caft away hereafter. This key, as we after-

- wards found, was one of th¢ Bahama iflands,

which confi% of a clufter of large iflands, with
fmaller ones, or keys, as they are called, in-

~ terfperfed among them. It was about a mile

in' circumference, with a white fandy beach
running in a regular order alone it. On that
part of it where we firft attempted to land
there ftood fome very large birds, called fix-
mingoes : thefe, from the refle@ion of the

" - . {fun, appeared to us at a lirtle diftance, as large

as men; and, when they walked backwards
and forwards, we could not conceive what
they were: our captain {wore they were can-
nibals. This created a great panic among 0s;
and we held a confultation how to a&. The
captain waated to go o a key that was within
fight, but a great way off; but I was againft
it, as in {o doing we fhould not be ableé to

"fave all the people; ¢ And therefore,” faid 1,

~ ¢ let us go on fhore here;, and perhaps thefe

¢ cannibals may take tothe water,” Accord-
inglp, we fteered toward them: and when we
aproached them, to our very great joy and
no lefs wonder, they walked off gne after the

-0 - other
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other very deliberately ; and at laft they took
flight, and relieved us entirely from ‘our fears.
About. the key there were turtles and feveral
forts of fith in fuch abundance that we caught
them withoyt bait,. which was a great relief
‘to us.after the falt provifionson board. There -
was alfo a large rock on the beach, about ten
feet high; which was in the form of a punch-
bowl at the top ; this we could not help think-
ing Providence had ordained to fupply.us
-with rain-water ; and it was fomething fingu-
‘lar, that, if we did.not take the.water when it
zained, in fome little time after it would turn
as falt as fea-water. S

ur._firft care, after refrk(bment, was, to
make ourfelves tents to lodge in, which we -
did as well as we could with fome fails we had
-broyght from'.the fhip. ‘We then.began to
think how we might get from this place,
.which was quite. ‘uninhabited;, and we deter-
.niped ta repair, our! baat, which. was. very
.much fhattered,’ and to:put to fea in queft of
a fhip, or fome:inhabited ifland. It teek us
up howevsc-eleven days before. we could get
-the, boat‘.:rcad-y‘;:fec fea,. in .the. manner we
~wanted 1t; with afail and.other neceffaries.
.When, we, had got all things: prepared, the
<captgin wanted.me to ftay on fhore, while he
_went to fea.in queft of Ka veflel to take all the

people

AL N
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. people off the key; but thisI' refufed ; and
the captain and myfelf, with five more, fet
off in the boat towards  New ‘Providence.
We had no miore than two mufket load of
gun powder with. us, if any'thing fhould hap-
pen; and our-ftock of provifions ‘confifted of
three gallons of runi, feur of water, fome falt
beef, fome bifcuit; and in "this manner we
‘proceeded to fea. e
- On the fecond day of our voyage, we came
‘to an ifland called Abbico, the largeft of the

" Bahama iflands.” We were_much in watgt of
water 5 for by this time our water was ex-
pended, and we were exceedingly fatigued
an. pulling twad days in the heat of the fun;
and it being late in the evening, we: hauled
the boat afhore to try for water, and remain

during the night: when we came. athore we

fearched for ‘water, but could find none.
When it was dark;, we made 2 fire around us
for fear of the wild beafts, as the place was an
" entire thick wood, and we took- it by turns

‘to watch. In this fituation we found very

little reft, and waited with impaticfice for the |
. amorning. "As {oon as the ii"%ﬁt “appeared we |
in hopes of find-

.fet off again with our boat,

-ing affiftance during the day. We were pow

- much deje&ted and weakened by pulling the
boat ; for gur fail was of no ufe, and wc{wcr(:
o . - almo

e T B gl
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almoft famithed for want of freth water to
drink. We had nothing left to eat but falt
beef, and that we could not ufe without wa-
ters - In this fituation we toiled all day in
fight of the ifland, which was very long; in
.the evening, feeing no relief, we made there
again, and faftened our boat, We then went -
to look for freth water, being quite faint {or
. .the. want of it; and we dug and fearcled.
. about. for fome all the remainder of the even-
1 ing, but'could not find one drop, fo that our
deje&ion at this period became exceflive, :
¢ and our terror fo great, that we expefted no-
. thing but death to deliver us. We could not
; touch our beef, which was falt as brine, with-_
-out frefh water; and we were in the greateft
. texror from the apprehemfion of wild beafts.
When unwelcome night came, we aced as on
.. the night before; and the next morning we -
.. fet off again from the ifland in hopes of fee-
.-ing fome veflel.  In this manner we toiled as
, . mell as we were able till four o’clock, during
.- which we pafled feveral keys, but could not
_.meet with a fhip; and, ftill famifhing with
- thirft, went athore on ‘one of thofe keys again,
.-in hopes of finding fome water. Here we
,- found fome leaves with a few drops of water
- on them, which we la‘Pped with much eager-
; nefs ; we then dugin Everal places, but with-

2 out
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out fuccefs.”. As we were digging holes in
- fearch of water, there came forth fome very
.thick and black ftuff; but none of us could
touch it, except the poor Dutch cieole, who
drankabout a quart of it, as eagerly as if it had
been: wine. - We tried to-catch fith, but could.
not : and we now began te repine at our fatg,
and abandon ourfelves to defpair ; when, in,
tlie midft of our murmuring, the captain, all
at once cried out, * A fail! a fail'! a fail!’
This gladdening found was like a reprieve to
a.convit, and we all inftaatly turned to lpok .
at it ;- but in a little time fome of us began to
be afraid .it was not a fail.:.; Flowever, at a-
venture, we embarked, and fteered; after it;
and, in half an hour, to our unfpeakable joy, .
we plainly faw that. it was a veflel.,. .At this
‘our drooping {pirits rivived, and-we . made
towards her with all the fpeed imaginable,-
When we came near to her, we found fhe was
~a little floop, about ‘the fize of a (gravefend
- hoy, and quite full of people’; a.circumftance
which we could not make out the meaning of.
Our captain, ;who was a Welchmadn, {fwore.
that they were pirates,. and- would; kill 'us,-
\ faid, be that as it might, we muft board her
Af we ‘ware to die by.it; and, if they fhould
not receive us kindly, we, muft oppofe them
‘as well as we could ; for .tb@rpwaavnq alterna-
- o . : tive
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tive between their perithing and ours. This.
counfel was immediately taken; and I really
believe that the captain, myfelf, and the
Dutchman, would then have faced twenty
men.  We had two cutlaffes and:a mufquet,
_ that I'brought in the boat; and in this fitua-
tion we rowed alongfide, and immediately
boarded her. I believe there were about forty
hands on board ;. but how great was our fur-
prife, as foon.as. we got on board, to find
that the major part of them were in the fame
predicament as ourfelves. ' :
They belonged to a whaling fchooner that
was wrecked two days before us about nine
miles to the north of our veflel. When fhe
was wrecked, fome of them had taken to their
boats, and had left fome of their people and
Eroperty on a key, in the fame manner as we
ad done ; and were going, like us, to New
Providence in queft of a thip, when they met
with this little floop, called a wrecker; their
employment in thofe feas being to Jook after
wrecks. . They ‘were then going to take the
remainder of the people belonging to the
fchooner ; for which the wrecker was to have
‘all things belonging to the veffel, and likewife -
their people’s help to get what they could out
of her, and were then to carry the crew to

New Providence. » ,
K3  We



We told the people of the wrecker the con- -
“dition ot -eur.veffel, and we made .the fame
agreement. wit h them as the fchooner’s ped-
. ple; and, on their complying, we begged df
them to go .to our key directly, becaufe our
people were in want. of water. . They agreed, -
therefore, to goalong with us firft; and in two
days we arrived at.the key, to the inexpreffi-
ble joy of the people that we bad,'lcft_b:bzqt!,

, -as they had becn reduced to great extremities
for want of water in our abfence.” Luckily
for us, the wrecker had now more people on
board than the could carry or vi¢ual for any
:moderate length of time; they therefore hired
the fchooner’s, people ta work on the wreck,
‘and we left them our boat, and embarked for
‘New Providence. o o
_ Nothing could have been more fortunate
than our meeting with this-wrecker, for New
‘Providence was at fuch a diftance that we
never:could have reached it in our boat. The
ifland of Abbico was much longer than we
expeed s apd it was not till after failing far
‘three or four days that we got fafe o the far.
‘ther .end -of it, towards New Providence.
When weiarrived there, we watered, and got
‘a good many lobfters and other fhell-fith, .
wwhich .proved a great relief to us, as our pro-
vifions and water were almoft exhaufled. I}Ve '
“then
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then proceeded on our voyage; but the day
after we left the ifland, late in the evening,
and whilft we were yet amongft the Bahamna
keys, we were overtaken by a violent gale -
of wind, fo that we were -obliged to cut away
the maft. The veffel was very near founder-
ing ;. for fhe parted from her anchors, and ' -
ftruck feveral times on the thoals. Here we .
expelted every minute that the would have
'Fone to picces, and each moment to be our
aft; fo much fo, that my old captain and
fickly ufelefs mate, and feveral ethets, faint-
¢d; and death ftared us in the face on every.
fide. Al the fwearers on board now began .
to call on the God of Heaven to affift them: -

- and fure enough, beyond our comprehenfion
he did aflift us, and in a miraculous manner
delivered us! In the very height of our ex~
_ tremity the wind lulled for a few miputes ;
and, although the {well was high: beyond ex.,
preffion, two men who were expert fwime
_mers, attempted to go to the buoy of the an-
chor, which we ﬁill%aw in the water, at fome’
diftance, in a little punt that belonged to the
wrecker, which was not large enough to carry
more than two, She filled at different-times
" in their endeavours to. get into her aloitgfide”
of our veflel; and they faw nothing butdeath
before them, as well as we; but they faid

K+ they.
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they might as well die that way as any other.
A coil of very fmall rope, with a little buoy,
was putin along with them ; and, at laft, with
great hazard, they got the punt clear from
the veflel; and thefe two intrepid water he-
roes paddled away for life towards the buoy
of the anchor. Our eyes were fixed on them
all the time, expeting every minute to be
their laft; And the prayers of all thole that
remained in their fenfes were offered up to
God, on their behalf, for a fpeedy delivér-
ance, and for our own, which depended’on
them ; and he heard and anfwered us I Thefe
two men at laft reached the buoy ; 'and, ha-
ving faftened the punt to it, they tied one end
of their rope to the finall buoy that they had"
in the punt, and fent it adrift towards the
veflel. We on board obferving this, threw
out boat-hooks and leads faftened to' lines, ‘i .
order to catch the buoy :* At laft we caughe ir,
and faftened a hawfer to the end of the fmall
rope; we then'gave them a fign to pull, and
“they pulled the hawfer to them, and faftened
it to the buoy : which being done, we hauled
for our lives, and, through the mere¢y of God, .
we got again from thc fhoals into deep water,’
and the punt got fife to'the veffel. It is imé
offible for any to conceive our heart-felt joy
at this fecond deliverance from ruin; but%b%ﬁ: ‘
S who

!
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who have fuffered the fame hardfhips. Thofe -
whofe ftrength and fenfes were gone, came to.
themfelves, and were now as elated as they
‘were before, deprefled. - Two days after this
the wind ¢eafed, and .the water became
fmooth, The punt then went on, fhore, and
"we_cut down:fome trees ; and having found
our maft and mended. it, we brought it on,
board, and fixed it up. As foon as we had
done this we got up the anchor, and away we
went once more for New Providence, which
in taree days more -we reached fafe, after hav~
ing been above three weeks, in a fituation
in which we did not expe to.efcape with life.
The inhabitants' here were very kind. to us 3
and, when . they learned our fituation, thewed
us a great deal of hofpitality and friendthip..
" Soon after this, every one of my old fellow-
fufferers that were free, parted from us, and
fhaped their courfe where their inclination led’
them. One merchant, who had a.large floop,
feeing our condition, and knowing we wanted
to go to Georgia, told four of us that his vefe
fel was going there ; and if we would work on
board and load her, he would give us our paf.
fage free. As we could not get any wages
whatever, and found it very hard to get off
the place, we were obliged to confent to his"
propofal ; and we went on board and helped
' . K s to
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to load the floop, though we had enly our
vituals allowed us. When fhe was entirely
leaded, he told us the was going to-Jamaica
firt, where we muft go if we went in her,
This; however, I refufed ; but my fellow-fuf-
ferers not having any money to help: them-
felves with, neceflity obliged them to accept
of the offer, and to. fteer that courfe, though
" they did not like it. St .
- We ftayed in New Providence about feven-.
teen or eighteen-days ; during which time
I met with many friends, who gave me encou-
‘tagement to ftay there with them, but I
declined it;- though, had -not: my heart been
fixed on England, I fhould have fayed, asI
“liked “the place extremely, and there were
- fome free black people here who were very
happy, and we paffed our time pleafantly to-
gether, with the melodious found of the cat-
guts, under tht lime and melon trees. At
length Capt. Phillips hired afloop to carry him
and fome of the flaves that he could not fell
here, to Georgia ; and I agreed to go with him
An this veffel, meaning now to take my farewell
of that place. When the veflel was ready, we
all'embarked ; and I took my leave of New
" Providence, not without regret. We failed
" about four e’clock in .the morning; with a
faic wind, for Georgia; and, about eleven
S, ‘ 9 , o'cleck
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oclock the fame morning, a fudden and fhort -
gale fprung up and blew away moft of our
fails ; and, as we were ftill among the keys, in'
a very few minutes it dafhed the floop
againft the focks. Luckily for us the water
was deep ; and.the fca was not fo angry, but
that,” after having for fome time laboured
hard, and being many in ‘number, we were
faved threugh God’s mercy ;. and, by ufing our-
%&df'eft “exertions, ‘'we got ‘the wveffel off.

he next day we returned to Providence,.
yvljcre' we foon got her again reficted. © Some
of the people Twore that we had fpells fetr,
‘i?on -us, by fomébody in” Montferrat ;. and'
others, that' we had ‘witches and wizzards.
amongft the poor helplefs flavés; and that we
mever Thould' arrive ‘fafe ‘at Georgia.  But:
thefe things .did not deter me ; I faid, ¢ Let
‘. us again face the winds and feas, and fwear
¢ not, but truft to God, ‘and ke will deliver
¢ us.” * We thérefore once more fet fail ; and,.
.with hard labour, in féven days time arrived:
fafeat Georgia. ~ . s
After our arrival we went up to the town of
Savannah ; and the fameé evening I went toa
friends houfe to lodge, whofe name was Mofa,.
2 black man. We were very. happy at
meeting cach other ; and, after fupper .we
had a light till it was between nine and ten
) Ke6 o’clock.

A4
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o’clock at night. About that time the watch

or patrole came by, and, difcerning a lightin

the houfe, they knocked at the door; we
opened it, and they came in and fat down,and
~drank fome punch with wus: they alfo
begged fome limes of me, as they underftood

I had fome, which I readily gave them. A

little after this they told me I muft go to the
watch-houfe with them ;. this furprifed me a

good deal, after our kindnefs to them; and I

afked them, Why fo? They faid, that ali
" negroes who had a light in their houfes after
nine o’clock were to be taken into euftody,
and. either pay fome dollars, or be flogged.
" Some of thefe people knew. that I was a free
man ; but, as the man of the houfe was not
free, and had his mafter to protet-him, they
~ did not take the fame liberty with him they
did with me. I told them that I was a free

man, and juft arrived from Providence; that

" we were not making any noife, and that I was
not a ftranger in that place, but was very well

known there : ¢ Befides,” faid I, ¢ what will

¢ you do with me —¢ That you fhall fee,”
¢ replied they, ¢but you muft go to the
¢ watch-houfe with us,” Now, whether they
meant to get money from me or not, I was ata
- lofs to know ; but I thought immediately

. of the oranges and limes at Santa Cruz : and
. o feeing
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fecing that nothing would pacify them, I went
with them to the watch-houfe, where I re- .
mained during .the night. Early the next
morning thefe impofing ruffians flogged a ne-
gro man and woman that they had in the
watch-houfe, and then they todd me that I
muft be flogged too; I afked why ? and if
there was no law for free men? and told themx
if there was, I would have it pur in force
againt them. But this only exafperated them
the more, and they inftantly {wore they would'
ferve me as Do&or Perkins had done; and
were going to lay violent hands on me; when
"one of them, more humane than the reft,
faid, that as I was a free man they could not
juttify ﬁripfping me by law. I then immedi-
ately fent for Dr. Brady, who was known to
be an honeft and worthy man; and on his
coming to my affiftance they let me go.
. This was not the only difagreeable incident
I met with while I was in this place ; for, one’
day, while I was a little way out of the town
of Savannah, I was befet by two white men,
who meant to play their ufual tricks with me
in the way of kidnapping. As foon as thefe
men accofted me, one of them faid to the
other, ¢ This is the very fellow we are look-
¢ ing for, that you loft :* and the other fwore
immediately that I was the identical perfon.
' ' On
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" On this they made up to me, and were about
to handle me ; butI told them to be ftill and
keep off, for I had feen thofe kind of tricks
played upon other free blacks, and they muft
not think to ferve me fo. At this they paufed
a little, and one faid to the other—it will not
do; and the other anfwered that I talked too"
- good Englith. - I replied, I believed I did;
and I had alfo with me a revengeful fick
equal to the occafion ; and my mind was like-
- wife good. Happily however it was not ufed ;
and, after we had talked together a little in
.. this manner, the rogues left me, .

I ftayed in Savannah fome time, anxioufly.
i;lying to get to Montferrat once more to fee

r. King, my old mafter, and then to take
a final farewell of the American quarter of
the globe. At laft [ met with a floop called the
Speedwell, Captain John Bunton, which be-
longed to Grenada, and was bound to Mar-
' tinico, a French ifland, with a cargo of rice;.
and1 thipped myfelf on board of her.
_ Before I left Georgia, a black woman whe
had a child lying dead, being very tenacious
of the church burial fervice, and not able to-
get any white perfon to.perform it, applied to
" me for that purpofe. I told her. I was no
_parfon : and, befides, that the fervice over the

dead did- not affe@ the foul. This howe;_e;
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did ‘not fatisfy her ; fhe fill urged me very
hard’: I therefore complied with her earneft
entreaties, and at laft confented to a&t the
parfon for the firft time in my life.  As fhe was
much refpefted, there was a great compa-

ny both of white and black people at the

grave. I then accordingly aflumed my new
vocatiom, and performed the funeral ceremony
to the fatisfattion of ‘all prefent ; after which
1 bade adieu to Georgta, and failed for Marti-
nico.
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CHAP IX. -
be autbor arrives gt Martinico—Meels with
new difficulties — Geis_to . Montferrat, wﬁ‘m"

be takes leave of bis old mafler, ana{/a‘tli’ ot

. England—Meets  Capt. Pafcal—Learns " the

French born—Hires  bimfelf ~ with * Dol
- Irving, where be learns'1o frefben _fea water—'
Leaves the Doltor gnd goes a voyage to Turkey:
and Portugal ; and afterwards goes a wvoyage to
Grenada, and another to Famaica— Returns
to the Doflor, and they embark togetber on a
woyage to the North Pole, with the Han. Capt.
Pbipps—Some account of that voyage, and the
dangers the author twas in—=He returns to

England. - .

I Trus took a final leave of Georgia ; for the

treatment I had received in it difgufted me
very much againft the place ; and when 1left
it and failed for Martinico, I determined never
more to revifit it. - My new captain conducted

“ his veflel fafer than- my former one ; and, af- .

ter an agreeable voyage we got fafe to our in- |

tended port. While I was on this ifland I

went
s - M
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went about a good deal, and found it very
gl_eafant: in particular, I-admired the town -of

t. Pierre, which is the principal one in .the
ifland, and built more like an European town
than any I had feen in the Weft Indies. In |
general alfo, flaves were better treated, had.
more holidays,. and looked better. than thofe
in the Englifh iflands. After we_had done
our bufinefs here, I wanted wmy difcharge,
which was neceflary ; for it was then the
month of May, and [ wifhed much to be at
Montferrat to bid farewell to Mr, King, and
all my other friends there, in time to fail for .
Old England in the July fleet. But, alas! I
had.putia great ftumbling block in my own
way, by which.I was near lofing my paflage
that feafon to England.. I had leat my cap~
tain fome money, which I now wanted, to en-
able me to profecute my intentions. This I
told him ; but when I applied for it, though
I urged the neceflity of my occafion, I met
with fo much (huffling from him,-that I be-
gan at laft to be_afraid of lofing my moaney,
as I could not recover it by law; for I have
already mentioned, that throyghout the Weft
Indies no black man’s teftimony is admitted,
on any occafion, againft any white  perion-
whatever, and theretore my own oath would

have been of np ufe. ‘I was obliged there-
‘ fore,
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fore, to remaini with him till:bermight oe dit-
_pofed to.return it.to. me. : Thus we. faikd
from Martinico .for the Grenades. 1 fre:
quently prefling ‘the captaip for iny money, 10
no- purpofe ; -and, . to. render my. condition
_avorfe, when we got there, the. captain and
<" his owners quaralled ;.{fo that my fituation be-
came daily more irkfome : for befides that we
'on board-bad little or:no vituals allowed us,
and I could not get my money nor wages, 25
‘T could then have gotten my paffage freetp’
Montferrat had I been able to aceept it.. T
-worft of all'was, that it was growing laten
July, and the hips in the iflands muft fail ﬁy
“ghe 26th of that month. At laft, however,
with a great many entreaties, I got my money
from the eaptain, and took the firft veflel
could meet with for St. Euftatia. From thence
I went in anbther to Baffeterre in St. Kitt’s,
where I arrived on the igth of July. On-the
a2d, having met with a veffel bound w0
Montferrat, 1 wanted to go in her ; butthe
captain and others would not. take me ob
board- until I fhould .advertife myfelf; and
give notice of my going off the ifland. I
told them of my halte to be in Montferrat, -
“and that the time then would not admit of
. .advertifing, it being late in the evening, and
the veflel about to fail ; but he infifted it was
: T neceflary.

. -
. . ‘

i . {
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neceflary, and otherwite he faid he would not
take me. This reduced me to great per-
-Plexity ; for if I thould be compelled:to fub-
mit to this degrading neceflity, which eveny’
black freeman is under, of advertifing himfelf
like a flave, when he leaves an ifland, and
which I thought a grofs impofition upon any
freeman, I feared I thould mifs that oppor-
tunity of going to Montferrat, and thex I -

‘¢ould not get. to England that year, The .

veffel’ was juft going off, and no time could
Ye loft; I immediately therefore fet about,
“with a heavy heart, to try who I could get -
‘to befriend me in complying with the de-
mands of the captain. Lackily I found, in.
a few minutes, fome gentlemen of 'Mont-
ferrat whom I knew ; and, having told them
my fituation, I requefted their friendly aflit-
ance in helping me off the ifland. Some
of them, on this, went with me to ‘the -
captain, and fatisfied him of my :freedom;
and, to my -very great joy, he defired me
to ‘go on board, We then fet fail, and the
next day, 23d, I arrived at the wifhed-for
place, after an abfence of fix tnonths, in
which ‘I had more than once experienced
.the delivering hand of Providence, when
all human means of efcaping deftruction

’ feemed
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feemed hopelefs. I faw my friends with z
gladnefs of heart, which was increafed by my
abfence, and the dangers I had efcaped, and
¥ was received with great friendfhip by them
. all, ‘but particularly by Mr. King, to whom

Irelated the fate of his floop, the Nancy, and
the caufes of her being. wrecked. I naw
learned, with extreme forrow, that his houfe
was wafhed away during my abfence, by the
‘burfting of a pond at the top of a mountiin
‘that_was oppofite the town of Plymouth. It
{wept great part of the town away, and Mr.
King loft a grear deal of property from the
inundation, and nearly his lite. When I told
_ bim T'intended to go to London that feafon,
‘and that [ had come to 'vifie him before my
“departure, the good man ‘exprefled 2 gréa
‘deal of affe€tion for me, and forrow tharl
thould leave him, and warmiy advifed me'to
ftay there ; infifting, as I was much refpected
by all the gentlemen in the place, that'l
might do very well,:and in a fhort time Kave
land and flaves of my own. ’ I thanked him
for- this inftance of his frieddfhip ; but, asl
‘withed very much to be in Lonhdon,. I de-
clined remaining any longer there, and beg-
ged he would excufé me. I then requefted
be wouid be kind enough to give'me a ;lerti-
S ‘ : cate:
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ficat of my behaviour while in his fervice,

which he very readily compllcd with,, and
géve me the following : S

Montferrat, 36tb of Fuly, 1767..

< The bearer hefeof, Guftavus Vafa, was
< my flave for upwards of three years, duriiig:
¢ which he has 2lways behaved: himfelf weH,
¢ and difcharged his duty with honeﬁy aﬁd
¢ ﬂfﬁdulty.

< Rbnzn*r ‘KING. ‘
. < To all whem this may concpru. ‘

Having obtained thls, 1 parted 'from my
kind malfter, after many fincere profeffions of
gratitude and regard, and prepared .for my
departure for London. 1 immediately agreed
to go with one Capt. John Hamer, for feven
guineas (the paffage to London), on board:a
thip called the Andromache ; and on the 24th
énd 2;th, I had free dances, as they are called,
with fome of my friends and countrymen, prc-
vious to my fetting off; after which I took
leave of all my friends, and on the 26th I em-
barked for London, exceedingly glad to e
myfelf once more on’board of a fhip, and till
more fo, in fteering the courfe 1 had long

wilhed for. With a lnght heart I bade Mont-
ferrat
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ferrat farewell, and never had my feet on it
fince ;' and with it I bade adieu to. the found
_of the cruel whip, and all othes dreadful in-
ftruments of torture ! adieu to the offenfive
fight of the violated .chaftity of the fable fe-
males, which has too often accofted my eyes!
adieu to oppteflions (although to me ‘lefs fe-
vere than to moft of my countrymen) ! and
adieu to the angry, howling, dathing furfs }. 1
withed for a grateful and thankful heast to
praife the Lord Ged on high for all his:mer-
“cies ! in this extafy I fieered the fhip-all night.

We had a moft profperous voyage, and, at
. the end of feven weeks, arrived at Cherry-

garden ftairs. Thus were my longing: eyes
once more gratified with- a fight of  Lendon,
after having been abfent from it absve four
years.' I immediately received my wages, and
I never had ‘earned feven guineas fo quick in
my life before; I'had thirty-feven guineasin
all when I gotcleared of the fhip. I now en-
tered upon a fcene quite new to.me, but full
of hope. - In this fitvation my firft thoughts
were to look out for fome of my former
friends, and amongft the firft of thofe were
the Mifs Guerins. As foon as I had regaled
myfelf I'went in queft of thofe kind. ladies,
whom I was very impatient to fee; and, with
fome difficulty and perfeverance, 1 fo;:nd
: . : them
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them at May’s-hill, Greenwhich. . They were
moft. agreeably furprifed to fee me, and I
quite overjoyed at inceting with them. I told
them my: hiftory,. gt which .they expreflfed

great-wonder; and freely ackmowledged it did
their coufin, Capt. Pafcal, no honour.” He
then vifited there frequently; aad I met him
four or five days after in Greeawich-park.
‘When he faw me, he appeared 2. good deal
furprifed, and afked me how I came; back?
‘§-anfwered, ¢ In a fhip.’- To which be re-
plied- dryly, ¢ I fuppofe you did- not walk
- back te London. on the water.” As [ faw,
by his manner, that he did not feem. to be
forry. for his behaviour to me, and thag.f had
‘por tnuch reafon to expeé any .favour from
»him, I told him that he had wled me very:ill,
“after I had been fuch a‘faithful fervant to him
for fo'many years; on which; without faying
-any more, he turned. about and went away.
A few day$ after this I met Capt. Pafcal at
. Mifs Guerin’s houfe, and afked him for my
prize-money. He faid there was none due
_to me ;- for, if my prize-money had been
10,000!. he had a right to it all. I told him
1 was informed otherwife.: on which he bade
~ me defiance, and, in a bantering tone, defired
me to commerce a law-fuit againft him for
it: ¢ There are lawyers enough,’ faid he, -
: ¢ that
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. ¢ that will take the caufe in hand, and you
¢ had better try it.” 1 told him then, that I
would try it, which enraged him very much;
however, out of regard to the ladies, I re-
mained ftill, dnd never made any farther de-
mand - of my right. Some time afterwards,

- thefe friendly:ladies atfked me what | mean§

to do with myfelf, and how they could affift
nie. I thanked: them, and faid, if ‘they
pleafed, I would ‘be their fervant 3 but if not,
I had' thirty-feven guineas, whi¢h would fup-
port me for fome time,‘ and I would be much
obliged to them to recommend me’ to fom¢
perfon who would teach me a bufinefs where-
by I might earn my living. They anfwered

ae very politely, that they were forry itdid
“ not fuit them to take me as their fervant, and
- «afked me what bufinefs I thould like to learn?
11 faid,  hair’ drefling. They then promifed to
-affift me in this; and foon after, they recom-
'mended me to'a gentleman whom 1 had
known before, one Capt. O’Hara, who treated
‘me with much kindnefs, and procured me a
‘mafter, a hair-dreffer, in -Coventry-court,
‘Haymarket,- with whom he placed me. I was
‘with this. man from  September till the Fe-
-bruary following. ‘In that time¢ we had a
"neighbour in the fame court, who taught thg
French-horn. He ufed -to blow- it fo well,
: T - that
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that T was ¢harmed with it, and agreed with -

him to teach me to blow it.  Accordingly he
took me in hand, and began to inftruct me,

and I {oon learned all the three parts. I took -

‘great delight in blowing on this inftrument,
the evenings being long ; and befides that I
was fond of it, I did not like to be idle, and
it filled up my vacant hours innocently. At
this time alfo 1 agréed with the Rev. Mr.
Gregory, who lived in the {ame court, where
he kept an academy and an evening-fchool,
20 improve me in arithmetic. This hedid asfar
:4s Barter and Aligation; fo that all the time

I was there 1 was entirely employed. In

Febriary 1768, I hired myfelf to Dr. Charles
Irving, in Pall-mall, fo celebrated for his
fucceflsful experiments in making fea-water
frefh ; and here I had plenty of hair-drefling
to improve my hand. This gentleman was
an excellent mafter; he was exceedingly kind
and good tempered ; and allowed me in thg
. evenings to attend my {chools,which I efteem-
ed a great bleffing ; theérefore I thanked God
and him for ir, and ufed all my diligence to
improve the opportunity. This diligence and
attention recommended me o the notice and

care of my three -preceptors, who on’ their .

parts beftowed a greatdeal of pains in my in-
ftru&tion, and befides ‘were all very kind 40
- L -

© me,’
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ms. My wages, however, whith were by

two thirds lefs than ever I had in my life (for
Ihad only 12l. per annum) I foon found would

_not” be {ufficient to defray this extraordinary

expente of mafters, and my own neceffary

. expences; my old thirty-feven guineas had

by this time worn all away to one. I thought
it beft, therefore, to try the fea again in queft
of more money, as I had been bred to it, and
had hitherto found the profeffion of it fuc-
cefsful. I had alfoa -very great defire to fee
Turkey, and I now deétermined to gratify it
Accordingly, in the month of May 1768,
I told the Do&or my wifh to go to fea again,
to which he made no oppofition ; and we
parted on friendly terms. The fame day I
went into the city in queft of a mafter. I was
extremely fortunate in my inquiry ; for I{oon
heard of a gentleman who had a thip going to
Italy and Turkey, and he wanted a man who
could drefs hair well. I was overjoyed at this,
-and went immediately on board of his fhip,
as I had been directed, which I found to be
fitted up with grear tafte, and I already fore-
boded no fmall pleafure in failing in her.
Not finding the gentleman on board, I was
directed to his lodgings, where I met with
him the next day, and gave him a fpecinen
ef my drefling.  He liked it fo well thﬁ@ h;
- T : : ire
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hired me immediately, fo that I was perfeftly
happy ; for the fhip, mafter, and vo'ya%e,
were entirely to my mind. The thip was called
the Delawar, and my mafter’s naine was John
Jolly, a neat, {miart, good humoured man, juft
fuch an oneasIwithedtoferve. We failed from
England in July following, and our voyage
‘was extremely pleafant. We .went to Villa
Franca, Nice, and Leghorn ; and in all thefe
laces I was charmed with the richnefs and
Eeauty of the countries, and ftruck with the
elegant buildings with which they abound.
We had always in them plenty of extraordi-
nary good wines and rich fruits, which I was
very fond of ; and I had frequent occafions, of
gratifying both my tafte and curiofity ; for my
Laptain’alwayslodge_cl on thore in thofe places,
which afforded me opportunities to fee the
country around. . I alfo learned navigation of
_ the mate, which I was very fond of. When
we left Italy we had delightful failing among
the Archipelago iflands, and from thence td
Smyrna in' Turkey.. This is a very ancient
city ; the houfes are built of ftone, and moft
of them have graves adjoining to them; fo
that they fometimes prefent the appearance
of church-yards. Provifions are very plenti-
ful in this city, and good wine lefs than a
penny a pint. The grapes, pomegranates,
‘ L2 < and
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and many other fruits, were alfo the richeft
and largeft I ever faw or rafted. The natives
are well looking, and ftrong made, and treated
_me always ‘with great civility.” In general I
believe they are fond “of black people; and
fevgral of them gave me prefling invitations
to ftay amongft them, although they keep the
Franks, or Chriftians, feparate, and do not
* [uffer them to dwell immediately amongft
them. I was aftonifhed in not feeing women
in any of their fhops, and very ‘rarely any
_in the ftreets; and whenever I did they were
covered with a veil from head to foot, fo that -
I could not fee their faces, except'when any
of them out of curiofity uncovered them to
look at ‘me, which they fometimes did. I
was furprifed to fee how the Greeks, are,.in
fome meafure, kept under by the Turks, as
- the negroes are in the Weft indies by the
white people. . The lefs refined Greeks, as-I
have already hinted, .dance here in the fame
manner as we do in our nation.

On the whole, during our ftay here, which
was about five months, I'liked the place and .
the Turks extremely well. 1 could not help
obferving one very remarkable circumftance
there : the tails of the theep are flat, and fo
very. large, that I have known the tail even
of alamb.to weigh from eleven to thirteen

pounds.



[ 245 T

pounds. ‘The fat of them is very white and-
rich, and is excellent in puddings, for which-
it is much ufed. Our fhip being at length
richly loaded with filk, and other articles, we
failed for England. o .
In May 1769, foon after our return from .
Turkey, our (hip made a delightful voyage to:
Oporto_in Portugal, were we arrived at the
time of the carnival. On our arrival, there
were fent on board of us thirty-fix articles to
obferve, with very heavy penalties if we thould .
break any of them; and none of us even
dared to go on board any other veflel, or on
thore, till the Inquifition had fent on board
and fearched for every thing illegal, efpecially
bibles. All we had were produced, and cer- :
~ tain other things were fent on fhore tll the
fhips. were going away ; and any perfon, in”
whofe cuftody a bible .was found concealed,
was to be imprifoned and flogged, and fent
into flavery for ten years. - 1 {aw here many
very magnificent fights, particularly the gar-
den of Eden, where many of the clergy and -
laity went in proceffion in their feveral orders-
with the-hoft, and fung Te Deum. 1 had -
a great curiofity to- go into fome of their
churches, but could not gain admittance with-
out ufing the neceflaiy {prinkling of holy wa-
ter at my eatrance. From curiofity, and a
L3 with
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_with to be holy, I therefore complied with
this ceremony, but its virtues were loft upon
me, for I found myfelf nothing the better fox
it. This place abounds with plenty of all
’kinds of provifions. The town is well builx
‘and pretty, and commands a fine profpect.
Our fhip-having taken'in a load of wine, and
other commodities, we failed for London,
and arrived in July following. o :

Our next voyage was to the Mediterranean.
‘The thip_.was again got ready, and we failed
in September for Genoa. This is one of the
fineft cities I ever faw ; fome of the edifices
were of beautiful marble, and made a moft
noble appearance ; and many had very curi-

.ous fountains before them. The churches

“ were rich -and - magnificent; and curioufly
adorned both'in the infide and out. Butall
this grandeur was, in rhy eyes, difgraced by
the galley-flaves, whofe condition both there

. and in other parts of Trtaly is tfuly piteous and
wretched. Aftér we had ftayed there fome
weeks, during which we bought many dif-
ferent things we wanted, and got them very
cheap, we failed to Naples, a charming city,
and remarkably clean. The bay is the moft

_beautiful I ever faw ; the moles for fhipping

~are excellent. I thouight it extraordinary to
gee grand aperas acted here on Sunday nights,

. : . and
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- and even attended by their Majefties. I too, -
like thefe’ grearones, went to thofe fights, and
vainly ferved God in the day while I thus
féerved mammon effectually at nighit.  While
we remained here, there happened an erup-

“tion of Mount-Vefuvius, of which I had a per-
fect view. It was extremely awful ; and we
were fo near that the athes from it ufed to be

"~ .thickonourdeck. After we had tranfacted our

bufinefs at Naples, we failed with a fair wind
once more for Smyrna, where we arrived
in December. A ferafkier, or officer, took-:
~a liking to me here, and wanted me to
ftay, and offered me two wives; however [
refufed the temptation, thinking one was as =~
much as fome could manage, and more than
others would.venture on. The merchants
here travel in caravans, in large companies.
I have feen many caravans from India, with
feme hundreds of camels laden with differ-
ent goods. The people of thefe caravans are .,
quite brown. -Among other articles, they
brought with thema great c}_uantity of locufts,
which are a kind of pulfe, {weet and pleafarit
" to the palate, and in fthape refembling £rench -
beans, but longer. . Each kind of goods is
fold in a ftreet by itfelf, and I always found’
the Turks very honeft in their dealings.
They let no Chriftians into their mofques, or
' L4 churches,
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churches, for which I ~was very forry; as 1'
was always fond of going to fee the different
‘modes of worfhip of the people wherever F-
went. The plague broke out while we were:
in Smyrna, and we ftopped taking goods into-
the fhip till it was over. She was then
richly laden, and we failed in abbut March
1770 for England. One day in our paflage
we met with an accident which was near-
burning the {h‘p A black cook, in melting
- fome fat, overfet the pan into the fire under
the deck, which immediately began to blaze,
and the flame went up very high under the.
foretop. With the fright,.the poor cook be-
came.almoft white, and-altogether fpeechlefs. -
Happily however we got the fire out without
doing much mifchief.. After various delays- -
in this paflage, which was tedious, we arrived -
in Standgate creek in July; and, atthe latter
end of the year, fome new event occurred {o -
that my noble captaln ‘the fhip,and I, all fc—
parated.

In April 1771, I ﬁnpped myfelf asa {’cew- .
ard with Capt. William Rebertfon of the fhip:
Grenada Planter, once more to try my for-:

“tune in the Weft Indies; and we failed from
. London for Madeira, Barbadoes,.and the
Grenades. When we were at this laft place,

having fome goods to fell, I met once. more
, with

’

~
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with my former kind of Weft India cuf-
tomers. B \ :

A white man, an iflander, bought fome
goods of me to the amount of fome pounds,
and made me many fair promifes as ufual,
but without any intention of paying me. He -
had likewife bought goods from fome more
of our people, whom he intended to ferve in
the fame manner; but he ftill amufed uswith- -
promifes. However, when our fhip was
loaded and near failing this honeft buyer dif-
covered no intention or fign of paying for any
thing he had bought of us; but on the con- -
trary, when I afked him for my money he -
threatened me and another black man he had
~ bought goods of, fo that we found we: were

like to get more blows than payment.. On
this we went to complain toone Mr. M¢Intofh,.
a juftice of the peace; we told Lis worfhip
of) the man’svillainous tricks, and begged that ~
he would be kind enough to fee us redrefled :
but being negroes, although free, we could
not get any remedy ; and our fhip being then
juft upon the pointof failing, we knew not how
to help ourfelves, though we thought it hard
to lofe our property in this manner. Luckily
for us, however, this man was alfo indebted to
three white failors, who could not get a far+ -
thing from him ; they therefore readily joined
: - L s . = us,
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‘us, and we all went together in fearch of him.
When we found where he was, we took him
out of a houfe and threatened him with ven-
geance ; on which, finding he was likely to
be handled roughly, the rogue offered each
- of us fome fmall allowance, but nothing near
our demands. This exafperated us much;
and fome were for cutting his ears off;
but he begged hard for mercy, which was at
laft granted him, after we had entirely ftrip-
ped him.” We then let him go, for which he
thanked us, glad to get off o eafily, and ran
into the bufhes, after having wifhed us a good
voyage. We then repaired on board, and
fhortly after fet fajl for England. I cannot
: hcy) remarking here a very narrow efcape we
had from being blown up, owing to a piece of
negligence of mine. Juft as our thip was un-
der fail, I went down under the cabin to do
. fome bufinefs, and had a lighted candle in
my hand, which, in my harry, without think- -
_ipg I held in a barrel of gunpowder. It re-
mained in the powder until it was near catch-
. ing fire, when fortunately I obferved it, and
fnatched it out in time, and ptovidentially no
harm happened ; but I was fo overcome with
terror that I immediately fainted at this deli-
verance. : '
In twenty-eight days time we arrived in
‘ ' : England,
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England, and I got clear of this (hip. But, -
being fill of a roving difpofition, and defirous
of {feeing as many different parts of the'world
as I could, I thipped myfelf {foon after, in the
fame year, as fteward on board of a’fine large
thip,. called the Jainaica, Captain David
Watt; and we failed for England in Decem-
ber 1771 for Neyis and Jamaica. I found
Jamaica ta be a very fine, large ifland, well
peopled, and the moft confiderable of the
Weft India iflands. There were a vaft number
of negroes here, whom 1 found, as ufual, ex-
ceedingly impofed upon by the white people, -
- and the flaves punifhed as in the other iflands.
There are negroes whofe bufinefs it is to flog
flaves; they go about to different people for
employment, and the ufual pay is from one
to four bits. . I faw many cruel punjfhments
infli¢ted on the flaves in the fhort time I .
ftayed here. In particular 1 was prefent
when ‘a poor fellow was tied up and kept
hanging by the wrifts at fome diftance from
the ground, and then fome half hundred
- weights were fixed to his ancles, in which
pofture he was flogged moft unmercifully.
There were alfo, as I heard, two different
mafters noted for cruelty on'the ifland, who
had ftaked up two negroes naked, and in two
hours the vermin ftung them to death. I
heard a gentleman, I well knew, tell my cap-
L6 ‘ ' tain
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tain that he pafled fentence on 4 negro rari?
to be burnt alive for attempting to poifon an:
-overfeer. 1 pafs over numerous other in-
ftances, in order to relieve the reader by a
milder fcene of roguery. Before I had been.
long on the ifland, one Mr. Smith, at Port
Morant, bought goods of me to the amount of
twenty-five pounds fterling; but when I de-
"manded payment from him, he was gaing
each time to beat me, and threatened that he
would put me in goal. One time he would
fay I was going to fer his houfe on fire ;-at -
another, he would {wear I was going to run
.away with his flaves. 1 was aftopifhed at this
ufage from a perfon who was in the fituation of
a gentleman, but Thad no alternative, and was
therefore obliged to fubmit. "When I cameto
~ Kingfton, I was furprifed to fee the number of
Africans who were affembled together on
Sundays ; particularly at a large commodious
place, called Spring Path. Here each differ-
ent nation of Africa meet and dance after the
manner of their own country. They ftill re-
tain moft of their native cuftoms: they bury
their dead, and put victuals, pipes and to-
bacco, and other things, in the grave with
the corpfe, in thg fame manner as in Africa.
Our fhip having got her loading, we failed for
London, where we arrived ip the Augutft fol-
- o lowing.
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lowing. On my return to London, I waited:
on my old and goed mafter, Dr. Irving, who
made me an offer of his fervice again. Being
now tired of the fea I gladly accepted it. " 1
was very happy in living with this gentleman -
once more; during which time we were daily’
employedinreducing oldNeptune’sdominions
by purifying the briny element, and making it
freth. Thus I went on till May 1773, when
1 was roufed by the found of fame to feek new
adventures, and find, towards the North Pole,
what our Creator never intended we thould, a
paffage to India. An expedition was now fit-
dﬁgout to explore a north-eaft paffage, con-
dutted by the Honourable Conftantine John
Phipps, late Lord Mulgrave, in his Majefty’s
floop of war the Race Horfe. My mafter
being anxious for the reputation of this adven-
ture, we therefore prepared every thing for
our voyage, and I attended him on board the
Race Horfe, the 24th day of May 1773. We
proceeded to Sheernefs, where we were joined
- by his Majefty’s floop the Carcafs, commanded

by Captain Lutwidge. On the 4th of June

we failed towards our deftjned place, the pole ;
and on the 1 5th of the fame month we were off
Shetland. On this day I had a great and un-
expected deliverance from an accident which
was near blowing up the thip, and deftroying

the
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the crew, which made me ever after during’
the voyage uncommonly cautious. - The fhip
_was fo filled that there was very little room
an hoard for any one, which placed me in a
very aukward fituation. I had refolved to
keep a journal of this fingular and interefting
voyage ; and I had no other place for this pur-
pofe baut a little cabin, or the do¢tor’s ftore-
room, where I flept. This little place was
. ftuffed with all manner of combuftibles, par-
ticularly with tow and aquaforus, and many
other.dangerous things. It happened in the
evening, as | was wriring my journal, that |
had occafion to take the candle out of the lans
thorn, and afpark unfortunately having touch-

ed a fingle thread of the tow, all the reft
caught the flame and immediately the whole
“was in a blaze. I faw nothing but prefent
death before me, and expeted to be the firft
to perifh in the flames. In a moment the
alarm was fpread, and many people who were
near ran to affift in putting ovt the fire. All
this time I wasin the very midft of the flames;
may thirt, and my handkerchief on my neck,
‘were burnt, and I was dlmoft {mothered with
the {inoke. However, through God’s mercy,
as 1 was nearly giving up all hopes, fome
people brought blankets and matraffes, and
threw them on the flames, by which mearhsl, in
T a fhors

(
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a-fhort time, the fire was put out. Ewasfevers-
ly repremanded and menaced by fuch of the
officers who knew it, and ftri¢tly charged
never more to go there with alight : and, 1
. deed, even my own fears made me give heed
to this command for alittle time ; but at laft,
not being able to write my journal in any
other part of the fhip, I was tempted again to
venture by ftealth with a light in-the fame
cabin, though not without confiderable fear

and dread onmy mind. On the 20th of June,

we began to ufe Dr. Irvingsapparatus for
making falt water frefh; I ufed to attend the
diftillery : I frequently purified from twenty-
" fix to forty gallons a-day. The water thus -
diftilled was perfetly pure, well tafted, and
free fronrfalt ; and was ufed on various occa-
fions on board the thip. On the 28th of June,
‘being in lat. 78, we made Greenland, where
I was fucprifed to fee the fun did not fer. The
weather now became extremely cold; and as
we failed between north-and eaft, which was -
our courfe, we {faw many very high and curi-
ous mountains of ice; and alfo a great number
of very large whales, which ufed to come clofe
to our fhip, and blow the water up to a very
great height in theair. One morring we had
vaft quadtities of fea-horfes about the fthip,
which neighed exaltly like any other horfes.

: : We

i

4
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~ Wefired fome harpoon guns amengft them, in-
" order to take fome, but we could not get any.

The 20th, the captain. of a Greenland fhip

~ame on board, and told us of three fhips that
were loft in the ice; however we ftill held on

our courfe till July the ¥1th, when we were

ftopt by one compaét impenetrable body of:
ice. We ran along it tfrom eaft to weft above

ten degrees; and on the 27th we got as far-
north as 80,37 ; and in; 1¢ or 20 degrees eaft

longitude of London.. On the 2¢9th and-
3oth of Jaly, we faw one continued plain of.
{mooth unbroken ice, bounded only by the:
hérizon; and we faftened 1o a piece of ice that

“was eight yards eleven inches thick. We had -
generally {unthine, and conftant daylight ;
which gave cheerfulnefs and novelty to the
whole ot this ftriking, grand,and uncommon
feene ; and, to heighten it ftill more, the re-
flection of the fun from the ice gave tite clouds -
a moft beauriful dppearance. We killed many
different animals at this ume, and, among the
~ reft nine bears. Though they had nothing in
their paunches but water, yet they wereall very
fac. We ufed to decoy them to the thip fome-
times by burning feathers or fkins. 1 thought
them coarfe eating, but fome of the thip's
company relithed them very much. Some of
our people once, in a boat, fired at and
B 2 wounded

e
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wounded. a {ea-horfe, which dived immedi--
ately ; and in a little time after brought up-
with it a number of others. They all joined

in an attack upon the boat, and were with-
difficulty prevented fiom ftaving or overfetting

her ; but a boat from the Carcafs having come

to affift ours, and joined it, they difperfed,

after having wrefted an oar from one of the

men. One of the fhip’s boats had before been

attacked in the fame manner, but happily no

harm was done. Though we wounded feveral’
of thefe animals we never got but one. We

remained hereabouts until the 1ft of Auguft; .
when the two fthips got completely faftened in

the ice, occafioned by the loofe ice that fet in

from the fea, This made our fituation very

dreadful and alarming ; fo that on the 7th day

we were in very great apprehenfion of having

the thips {queezed to pieces. The officers

now held a council to know what was beft for

us to do in order to fave our lives ;-and it was

determined that wefhould endeavour to efcape

by dragging our boats along the ice towards

the fea; which, however, was farther off than

any of us thought. This determination filled

us with extreme dejection, and confounded us

with defpair; for we had very little profpect

of efcaping with life. However, we fawed
’ : ' . fome
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fome of the ice about the fhips, to keep i
from hurting them ; and thus kept them in-a
kind of pond. We-then began to drag the
boat as well as we could towards the fea; but,
after two or three days labour, we made very
little progrefs ; fo that fome of our hearts to-
tally failed us, and I really began to give up
myfelf for loft, when I faw our furrounding
calamities. While we were at this hatd labour,
I once fell into a pond we had made amongft
fome loofe ice, and was very near being
drowned; but providentially fome people were
near, who gave me immediate affiftance, and
thereby I efcaped drowning. Our deplorable
eondition, which kept up the conftant appre-
henfion of our perifhing in the ice, brought me
gradually to think of'eternity in fuch a manner
as I never had done before. ‘T had the fears
of death hourly upon me, and fhuddered at
“ the thoughts of meeting the grim king of ter-
rors in the nasural ftate 1 then wasin, and was
exceedingly doubtful of a happy eternity if I
‘thould die in it. I had no la'otpes of my life
being prolonged for dny time; for we faw thae
our exiftence could not be long on the ice after
leaving the thips, which were now out of fight,
.and fome miles from the boats. Our appear-
ance now bécame truly lamentable ; pale de-

Y
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jeftion feized every countenance ; many, who
had been before blafphemets, in this our dif-
trefs began to call on the good God of heaven
- for his help; and in the titne of our utter need
he heard us, and againft hope, or human
probability, delivered us! It was the eleventh-
day of the fhip’s being thus faftened, and the
fourth of our drawing the boats in this man-
ner, that the wind changed to the E. N. E,
The weathey:immediately became mild, and
the ice broke towards the {ea, which was to
the S. W. of us. Many of us on this got on
board again, and with all our might we hove
the fhips into every open water we could find,
and made all the fail on them in our power =
now, having a profpet of fuccefs, we made
_fignals for the boats and the remainder of the
eople. This feemed t6. us like a reprieve .
om death; and happy was the man who
could firft get on board of any fhip, or the firft

boat he could meet. We then proceeded in .

this manner till we got into open water again,
which we accomplifhed in about tairty hours,
to our infinite joy and gladnefs of heart. As
foon as we were out of danger, we came to
anchorandrefitted ; and on the 1gth of Auguft
we failed from' this uninhabited extremity of .

the world, where the inhofpitable climate af+
- fords
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fords neither food nor fhelter, and not a tree
" or fhrub of any kind grows amongft its barren
rocks ; but all is one defolate and expanded
wafte of ice, which ‘even the conftant beams
of the fun for fix months in the year cannot
penetrate or diffolve. The fun now being on
the decline, the days fhortened as we failed to
‘the fouthward ; and, on the 28th, in latitude
" 23,1t was dark by ten o’clock at night. Sep-
tember the 10th, in latitude 58-¢9, we meta
very fevere gale of wind and high feas, and
fhipped a. great deal of water in the fpace:of
- ten hours.  ‘This made us work exceedingly
hard at all our pumps a whole day; and one
fea, which ftruck the fhip with more force
than any thing I ever met with of the kind
before, laid her under water for fome time,
fo that we thouglit fhe would hdve gone down..
~ Two boats were wathed from the booms, and-
the’ long-boat from the chucks: all other
moveable things on the decks were alfo
walthed away, among which were many cu-
rious things, of different kinds, which we had
brought from Greenland; and we were
obliged, in order to lighten the fhip, to tofs
fome of our guns overboard. We faw a thip
at the fame time in very great diftreis, and
her mafts were gone; but we were unable ﬁitfct), :
a
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it her. 'We now loft fight of the Carcafs
till the 26th, when we faw land about Or-
fordnefs, off which place fhe joined us.'
From thenceé we failed for London, and on
the joth came up to Deptiord. And thus
ended our Aric voyage, to the no {mall joy
of all on board, after having been abfeat four
months : in which time, at the-imminent ha-
zard-of our lives, we explored nearly as far
towards the.Pole as.81 degrees north, and 20
degrees eaft longitude ;. being much farther,
by all accounts, than any navigator had ever
ventured before ; in which we fully proved
the impracticability of finding a paffage. that
way to. India. .

Tah
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CHAP. IL

The author leaves Doftor Irving, and engages on
board a Turkey fhip— Accownt of a black man's

- being kidnapped on board, and fent to the
- Weft Indies, and the anthor’s fruitlefs endesi
vours w procure bis freedom—Some  acconn)

,  of the manner of the author’s converfion to th
 Faith of Fefus Chrific -~

Our voyage to the North Pole being
ended, Ireturned to London with Dr. Irving,
- with whom I continued for fome time, dur-
ing which 1 began ferioufly to refle& on the
dangers I had efcaped, particularly thofe of
my laft voyage, which made a lafting im-
preflion on my mind; and, by the grace of
God, proved afterwards a mercy to me: it
caufed me to réfle&t, deeply on my eternal
ftate, and tofeek the Lord with full purpofe
of heart ere it'be too late. 1 rejoiced greatly ; |
- and heartily thanked the Iord for direting
~ me to London, where 1 was determined to
work out my own falvation, and, in fo doing,

: : , procure

-
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procuré a title.to heaven ; being the refult ot
amind blinded by ignorance and fin.
In procefs of time I left my mafter, Do&or
Irving, the purifier of waters.” T lodged in_
Coventry-court, Haymarket, where I was .
continually opprefled and much concerned-
about the falvation of my foul,-and was de-
termined (in my own ftrength) to be a firfts
rate Chriftian. I ufed every means for this
Furpofe; and, not being able to find any per=
on amongft thofe with whom 1 was then ac-
quainted that acquiefced with me in point of-
religion, or, in Scripture-language, that would -
. fhew me any good, I was much dejeted, and
knew not where to feek relief; however, I
firft frequented the neighbouring churches,
8. James’s, and others, two or three times a
day, for many weeks: ftill 1 came away dil-
fausfiéd : fomething was wanting that | could
not obtain, and I really found more heart-felt
relief in reading my Bible at home than in
_attending the church; and, being refolved to
be faved, | purfued other methods. Firft I
went -among the people called Quakers,
whofe meeting at times was in filence, and-I
remained as much in the dark as ever. T then-
fearched into the Roman Catholic principles,
but was notin the leaft edified. I at length
bad recourfe to the Jews, which availed me
o , nothing,
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nothing, as the fear of eternity daily haraffed
my mind, and I knew not where to feek thek
tor from the wrath to come. However, this.
was my conclufion, at all events, to read the
Four Evangelifts, and whatever fect or party
- 1 found adhering thereto, fuch 1 would join.
Thus [ went on heavily without any guide to
" dire&t me the way that leacdeth to eternal lite.
I afked different people. queftions about the .
manner of going to heaven, and was told
- different ways. Here I was much ftaggered,
and .could wnot find any at that time more
‘righteous than -myfelf, or indeed fo much in-
clined to devotion. I thought we (hould not
all be faved (this is agrecable to the Holy
- Scriptures), nor would all- be damned. I found
none among the circle of my acquaintance
that kept wholly the Ten €ommandments.
So righteous was I in my own eyes, that 1 was
convinced 1 excelled many of them in that
point, by keeping eight out of ten ; and find-
ing thofe, who in general termed themfelves
Chriftians,” not fo honeft or fo good in their
morals as-the Turks, I really thought the
Turks were in.a fafer way of falvation than
my neighbours; fo that between hopes and
-fears I went on, and the chief comforts I en-
Joyed were in the mufical French-horn, which
I then pradtifed, and alfo drefling of haili;
' L " Suc




T 265 1]

Such was my fituation fome months, expe-
riencing the dithanefty of many people here.

I determined at. laft to fet out for Turkey,

and there to end my days.- It was now early

in the fpring 1774. [ fought for a matfter,

and found a captain John Hughes, com-

mander of a fhip called Anglicania, fitting

out in the river Thames; and bound to Smyrna

in Turkey. I fhipped myfelf with him as a

fteward ; at the fame time I recommended
to him a very clever black man, John Annis,’

asacook. This man was on board the fhip
near two months doing his duty : he had:

formerly lived many years with Mr. William

. Kirkpatrick, a gendeman of the ifland of
St. Kitt’s, from whom he parted by confent,

though he afterwards tried many fchemes to -

inveigle the poor man. He had applied to
many captains, who traded to St. Kitt’s, to

trepan him;_and, when all their attempts and

fchemes of kidnapping proved abortive, Mr. -

Kirkpatrick came to our fhip at Union-ftairs,
on Eafter Monday, April the 4th, with two

-wherry-boats and fix men, having learned
that the man was on'board, and tied, and

forcibly took him away from the fkip, in the

prefence of the crew and the chief mate,. who

had detained him after he had ‘information to

come away. [ believe this was a combined

' ' piece
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_pitce of bufinefs; but, be that as it may, it
- certainly refle€ted  great difgrace on the mate,
and captain alfo, who, although they had de-
fired the opprefled man to ftay on board, yet
- notwithftand:ng this vile -act on the man who
* ‘bad ferved him, he did not in the leaft aflit to
__recover him, or pay me a farthing 'of his wages,
- which was about five pounds. 1 proved the only
friend he had, who attempted to regain him his
liberty, if poffible, having known the want of
liberty myfelf. I fent as foon as.I could to
Gravefend, and got knowledge of the- fhip in
- which he was ; but unluckily the had failedthe
firft tide after he was put on board. My inten-
tion was then immediately to appiehend Mr.
Kirkpatrick, who was about fetting off for

- Scotland ; and, having obtained a habeas, cor-

pus for him, and got a tipftaff to go with fne

to St. Paul’s Church-yard, where he lived, he,"

“ fulpeting fomething of this kind, fet a watch
to look ‘out. My, being known to' them,
obliged me to ufe the following deception: I

- whitened my face, that they might not know

me, and this had the defired effect.. He did

not go out of his houfe that night, and next

morning 1 contrived a well-plotted ftratagem,
notwithitanding he had a gentleman. in his
houfe to perfonate him. My direction to the
tipftaffhad the defired effet s he got admit-
: s tance,

\
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‘taace i‘ntodme‘houfc, and cond‘uﬁed him to a

Judge according to the writ. When' he came

.there, his plea was, that he had not the bcdy m
cuftody, onwhich he was admitted to bail.
proceeded immediately to that well- knowu
philanthropit, Granville Skarp, Efq. who re-
ceived me with the utmoft kindnefs, and gave
me every inftruction that was needful on the
eccafion. 1 left him in full hope that T fhould
gain  the unhappy man his liberty, with the
warmeft fenfe of grat;tude towards Mr. Sharp
for his kindnefs ; but; alas! my attornsy
‘proved unfaithful ; ‘he took my money, loft
me many months cmploy, and did not do the .
leaft good in the caufe ; and when the poor
man arrived at St. Kitt’s, he was, acdordlng
to cuftom, ftaked to the ground with four pins
through a cord, two on his wrifts, and two on
his ancles, was cut and flogged moft unmerci-
fully, and afterwards loaded cruelly vnth irons
about his neck. I had two very moving let-
ters from him while he was in this fituation ;
~ and I made attempts to go after him ata great
hazard, but was fadly difappointed: I alfo
was told of it by fome very refpectable fami-
hes now in London, who faw him in St. Kitt’s
in the fame flate, in which he remained till
kind death.releafed him out of the hands of
his tyrants. During this dxlﬁ!gx eeable "bufi-
Ma

nefs,
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nefs I was under ftrong convitions of fin, and
thought that my ftate was worfe than any
man’s ; my mind was unaccountably difturb-
ed ; I often withed for death, though at the
' fame time convinced I was altogether unpre-
g ared for that awful fummons : fuffering much
y villains in the late caufe, and being much
concerned about the ftate of my foul, thefe
things (but particularly the latter) brought
“me very low ; fo that [ became a burden'to
myfelf, and v1cwed all things around me as
emptinefs and vanity, which could give o
fatisfation to a trocubled confcience. T'was
again determined to go to Turkey, and re-
folved, at that time, never more to return to
EnOfand I engaged as fteward on board a
Turkcyman (the Wefter Hall, Capt. “Lina),
_ but was prevented by means of my late cap-
tain, Mr. Hughes, and others. All this' ap-
peared to be againft me, and the only ‘comfort
I then experienced was in feading the Holy
- #Scriptu:es, where I faw that ¢ there is no new
¢ thing undcr the fun,” Ecclef. i. 93 and what
was appointed for me I muft fubmitta. Thus
I continued to travel in much heavinefs, and
frequértly muwimured againft the Almighty,
parucularly in his providential ~dealings ;
and awful to think ! Ikegan to blafpheme,
and w;thcd cfien t0 be any thing but a hu-
‘ man .
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man being. In thefe fevere conflits the

" Lord anfwered me by awful *vifions of the_
* night, when- deep fleep falleth upon men,

“in flumberings upon the bed,” Job, xxxiii.
15. He was pleafed, in much mercy, to givé
me to fee, and in fome meafure underftand,
the great and awful fcene of the Judgment-
day, that <no unclean perfon, no unholy
¢ t{ing, can enter into the kingdom of God,’
Eph. v. 5. I'would then, if it had been pof-
fible, have changed my nature with the

meaneft worm on the earth, and was ready -

to fay to the mountains and rocks, ¢ fall on
¢me,” Rev. vi. 16. ; but all in vain. I then,
in the greateft agony, requefted the .divine
Creator, that he would grant me a fmall fpace

of time to repent of my follies and vile iniqui- -

ties, which I felt were grievous, The Lord,
in his manifold mercies, was pleafed to grant

my requeft, and being yet in a ftate of time, -

the fenfe of God’s mercies were fo great on
my mind when I awoke, that my ftrength
entirely failed me for many minutes, and I
was exceedingly weak. ‘This was the firft fpi-,
ritual mercy I ever was fenfible of, and being
on praying ground, as foon as I recovered
a licle ftrength, and got out. gf bed and
drefled myfelf, I invoked heaven from m

Inmoft foul, and fervently begged that God

. M 3 B

would
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weuld never again permit me: to blafpheme
his moft holy name. The Lord, who is long-.
fuffering, and full of compaffion to fuch poor
rebels as we are, condefcended to hear and an-
fwer. 1 felt that I was altogether unhaly, and

- faw clearly what a bad ufe I had. made of the'

faculties I - was endowed with: they. were
given me to glorify God with ; I thought,,
thcrcforc, I had better want thcm here; and -

. enter into life eternal, than abufe them and

be caft into hell fire. "I prayed to be directed,,
if there were any holier. perfons’ than tholé

‘with. whom I was acquainted, t,hat the Eord’

would point them out to ‘me. ‘I appealed tg
the, Searcher of hearts;, whether I.did net \ylﬂ;'
to love hifn mcre,and ferve him better,” Not=

~ withftanding all this, the reader may- eafily’ .

dlfccrn, if a believer, that I was ftill in-pa~ |
ture’s darknefs. At length 1 hated the houfe.
in which I lodged, becaufe God’s moft holy
name was blafphemed in ‘ir ; then 1 faw the
word of God.verified, viz. ¢ Before the eall,
¢ 1 will anfwer; and whale they are yet fpeak-
“ing, I will hear’

T had a great defire to read the Bible the’

. whole.day at home ; but nét having a conve

ient place for retirement, Ilefe the houfe in

the day, father than ftay amongft the wicked

ones ; and that day, as I was walking, it
.  pleafed
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pleakd God to dire&: th;e to a houfe vwhc‘xe.".

there was an old fea-faring man, who. expe-
rienced much of the love ot God:fhed abroad:
in his heart. Ke began to difcourfe with me;,
and, as 1. defired to Jove the Lord, his conver-

fation rejoiced me greatly; apd indeed, I had,
never:heard before the love of Chrit to be~

lievers fet forth in fuch a manner, and in fo
clear 3 poinit of view.. Here 1 had more quel-
tons to.put to the gan than his time would
pmit him to apfwer : and in- that memorable
ur there came in a Diflenring Minifter 3
he: joined: oux difcourfe, and afked me fogn
few queftions ; among others, where | hgar
the gofpel preached ? 1 knew not what hg

meant by hearing the gofpel ; I tokd .him | -
bad: redd. the gofpel : and he agked me wherg

I went to church, or whether I went at all,
or nat ! To whichI replied, ¢ I attended St,
¢ James’s, St. Martin’s, and, St, Ann’s, Soho.’
~=<Sq,” fajd he, ¢you are a churchman?’
T apfwered, I was. He then invited me¢ to a
love-fealt .at hig chapel that evening. I ag-
cepted the offer, and thanked him ; and fooa
after he went away, I had {ome further difs
courfe with the old Chriftian, added 49 fomg
ofitable reading, which made me exceed~
1agly happy. When I left him he reminded
me of ceming to the feafy; I afueed him I
. M 4 : would

-
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‘would be there. Thus we parted, and I

weighed over the heavenly converfation that

had paffed between thefe two men, which

cheered my then heavy and drooping fpirit

more than any thing I had met with for
many months, However, I thought the time
Yong in going to my fuppofed banquet. I alfo
withed much for the company of thefe
friendly men ; their cotpany pleafed me
much ; and I thought the gentleman very
kind in afking me, a ftranget, to a feaft ; but
how fingular did it appear to me, to have itin
& chapel 1 -When the wifhed-for hour came 1
went, and happily the old man was there,

who kindly feated me, as he belonged to the
- place. I was much aftonithed to fee the place
filled with people, and no figns of eating "and

.drinking. There were many minifters in the -

~ company. At laft they began by giving out
hymns, and between the finging, the mini-
fters engaged in prayer: in fhort, I knew not
what to make of this fight, having never feen
-any thing of the kind in my life before now.
Some of the guefts began to fpeak their. ex-

perience, agreeable to what 1. read in the

Scripttires : much was faid by every fpeaker
of the providence of God, and his unfpeak-
able mercies to each of them., This I knew
in a great meafure, and could moft heartily
S . joim

T
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join them. -‘But when they fpoke of a future
ftate, they feemed to be altogether certain or
their calling and eleéion of God ; and that
no one could ever feparate them from the love

of Chrift, or pluck them out of his hinds.

This filled me with utter confternation inter-
mingled with admiration. ‘I was fo amazed
as not to know what to-think of the company;
my heart was attratted, -and my affections
were enlarged ; I withed to be as happy as.
" them, and was, perfuaded in' my mipd. that
‘they ‘were different from the world ¢ that
+ s:lieth in wickednefs,” 1 John, v. 19. Their
~language and finging, &c. did well harmo-
“‘nize ; I was entirely overcome, and wifhed to
-live and die thus. Laftly, fome perfons in
- ‘the’ place produced fome -neat bafkets full:of
“ buns, which they diftributed abouty and each
- perfon -communicated with his neighbour,
and fipped water out of different mugs, which"
-they handed about to all who were prefent.
“This kind of Chriftian fellowfhip I had never
feen, nor ever thought of feeing on earth ; it
fully reminded me of what I had read in the
Holy Scriptures of the primitive Chriftians, -
who loved each other and: broke bread; in
partaking of it, even from houfe to houfe.
This entertainment (which lafted about four
hours) ended in finging and prayer. It was .
. Mg ' the
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the firft foul-feaft I ever was prefent dt. - This
laft - twenty four hours 'produced - me things,
_ fpiricual and temporal, fleeping and wskmg,

judgment ‘and merey, that' I céuld not but -

adrmre the goodnefs of God, in direfting the
blind, blafphemous finner in"the path that he
knew not, ‘even‘among the juft; and inftéad
of judgment, he has fhéwed mercy, and will
“hear and anfwer the prayers and fupphcatlons
of cvery rcturmng prod}gal

0 ! tograce how ,gmat a debtor
Daily I'm conftrain’d to be. -

CAfter this T was rcfolvcd to win heavcn, i

offible ; ‘and if I penfhed I thought it fhould
e at th° feet of Jefus, in praying to him for
fulvation. After having béen.an eye-witnefs
" to fome of the happmcls which attended thofe
who feared God, 'F knew not how, with any
proprxcty, to return'to my lodgings, where
the name of God ‘was ‘continually profaned

at’ whnch I felt the gieateft horror; I paufed
11 my mind for fome time, not kno‘wmg whiat

todo; whct‘xcr to hire a’bed elfewhere, or go
~ home 2gain. At laft, fearing an evil report
’mxght anfe, I went. home, with 4 farewcll to
card—glaymg and vain jefting, &c: ' 1 faw that
time was_ very-fhort, etermty long, and very
‘near and T vxewed thofe pcrlons alone bleﬁ'ehd
who
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who were found =ready .at midnight call,
or when the Judgq of all,, Wh qumk and d%d,
cometh, .

The next day. I:topk cqu;age, and weat . to
Holborn, to fge my new: and worshy aGquaings
ance, the old man, Mr, C—————; he; with
his wife, a gracious woman, werg.at work af
ﬁlk-w;avmg ; they feemed mugually happy,
3nd both. quite glad to. fe¢c mea, and I more .fo
to fee them. | fgt dowsn, and 'we convcsicd-
much about fou] matters, &c. Their difcourfe
was amazingly delightful, edifying, and pleay

fanr. I knew not at lat how to leave this-

agreeable pair, till time fummoned, me’ away,
As I was going they lent me a little book, en-
titled « "lghe Converfion of an Indian.” It
was in queftions apd antwers. The poor map
came over the fea to London, to inquire after
the¢ Chriftiap’s God, who (through nch_
mercy) he found, and had not his journey in
vaip. [Ihe abovc book was of great ufe tp -
me, and at that time was a means of ﬁrength,-
ening my faith ; however, in parting, they
both invited me ;o'call on them wnen I pleafed.
This delighted me, and [ took care tp make
all the improvement from it ] could ; ard. fp
far I thanked God for fuch company and de-
fires, -1 prayed that the many evils I fclt
within might be dozicl agvay, and that § mtght
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‘be weaned from my former carnal acquaint- -
‘ances. This was quickly heard and anfwered;
~and I'was foon connected with thofe whom the
Scripture calls the excellent of the earth. I
heard the gofpel preached, and the thoughts
of my heart and attions were laid open by the
-preachers, and the “way of falvation by Chrift
~alone was evidently fet forth.. Thus I went
on happily for near two months'; and I once
heard, during this périod, a reverend gentle-
man, Mr. G. {peak of a man who had depart-
ed this life in full affirince of his" going to
glory, I was much aftonifhed at the affertion;
and did very deliberately inquire how ke could
get at this knowledge. I was anfwered fully,
agreeably to:what I -read in the -oracles of
truth ; -and was told alfo, that if I did.not.ex~
‘perience the new birth, and the pardon of m
fins, through the blaod of Clhrift, before ‘1
‘died, I could-not enter the kingdom of heaved.
¥ knew-not what to think of this report, as I
theught I kept eight commandments out of
“ten ; then my worthy interpreter told me I did
-not do; it, nor could I; and he added, - that ne
‘man ever did or could keep the command-
ments, without ioffending in ~one point. I
thought this founded very ftrange, and puzzled
‘me much for many weeks ; for I thought ita
‘hard faying. I then afked my fiiend, Mr.
e . S o Le—dg
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L——d, who was a clerk of a chapel, why
the commandments of God were given, if we
could not be faved by them ? To which he re-
plied, ¢ The law his:a fchoolmafter to bring us
¢ to Chrift, who alone -could, and.did .keep
the commandments, and fulfilled all their. re-
quirements for his elet people, even thofe to
whom he had given-a living faith, and the fins
of..thofe ‘chofen veflels were already atoned
far and forgiven them whilft living. * 5 and if I
did not expérience the fame before my exit,
the Lord would fay ar that great day to me,
« Go, ye curfed,’ &c. &c. for God would ap--
pear faithful in his judgments to the wicked,
_as he would be faithful in thewing mercy to™ |
thofe who were ordained to it befere the world
was ; therefore Chrift Jefus feemed to beallin
all to that man’s foul.. I was much wounded
at this difcourfe, and brought into fuch a di-
Jemma as I never expe&ted. 1 afked him, if
be was to-die that moment, whether he was
fure to enter. the kingdom of God ; and added,
¢ Do .you know that your fins are forgiven
¢ you?’ he-anfwered in the affirmative. Then
confufion, anger, and difcontent . feized me,
and I ftaggered much at this fort.of do&rine ;
it brought me to a ftand, not knowing whichto -.
believe, whether falvation by works, or by
faith only in Chrift. I requefted him to tell

. me
# Romans, chaoter viii. verfes 1,2, 3.
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mé how. 1 tmght know .when my fihs werd
forgiven me. . He affured me he eauld net,
and that none but God ‘alone could do this.
I told him it was very myfterious ; but hg -
© faid it was really mateer of fa&, and quoted
many  portions of fcripture immediately ta
the point, to. which I could make no reply.
He then defired me to pray to God to thew
‘me thefe things. -1 -anfwered that I prayed
to God every day. He; said, ¢ I perceive you
¢ are a churchman.’ 1 -anfwered, I was;
He then entreated me to beg of God, to
thew mc what I was, and the true ftate of my
‘foul. I thought the prayer very fhort and”
~ 0dd ; fowe parted for that time. I weighed
all thefe things well over, and could not
“help. thinking how it was.poffible for a man

to know that his fins were forgiven him in -

this life. I withed that God would reveal
ghi,q, felf-fame thing unto me. In a fhort
time after this . went to Weftminfter cha-
pel's the Reverend Mr. P—-- preachea fiom
Lam. iii. 39. Itwas a wonderful fermen ;. he
clearly thewed that a living man had no caufe
to complain for the punifhments of his fins ; he
evidently juftificd the Eord inall his deahngs
with the fons of men; he alfo fhewed the juf~
“tice of God in ‘the eternal punithment of the
wicked and impenitent. The difcourfe feem-
ed.to me like a two-edged fword cutting all-

1

i
ways 3
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ways;- it affored ‘me much joy, intermingled
with many fears about my foul; and when i¢
was ended, he gave it out that he intended
the enfuing week, to examine all thofe who
meant to attend the Lord’s Table. Now I
thought much of my goad works, and at the
fame time was doubtful of my being a proper
obje@ to receive the facrament: I was full of
meditation till the day of examining. How-=
ever, I went to the chapel, and, though much
diftreflfed, ¥ addrefled the reverend gentle-
man, thinking, if I was not right, he would
endeavour to convince me of it. When I con-
verfed with him, the firft thing he afked me,
was, What I knew of Chrift > I told him [ be-
liev?_ in him, and had been baptized in his -
name. <¢Then,” faid he, ¢when were you

¢ brought to the knowledge of God? and how
¢ were you convinced of fin? 1 knew not
what he meant by thefe queftions; I told him
I kept eight commandments out of tenr; but
that 1 fometimes fwore on board fhip, and
fometinves when on fhore, and broke the fab-
bath. He then atked me if ¥ could read; I
anfwered, ¢ Yes.—¢Then,” faid he, ¢do you
< not read in the Bible, he that offends in one
¢ point is guilty of all?” I faid, ¢ Yes.” Then
he aflured me, that one fin unatoned for was
as fufficient to damn a foul, as one leak wa; tlo‘

' . ' 10
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fink a fhip. Here I was ftruck with awe; for
the minifter exhorted me much, and remind-
ed me of the fhortnefs of time,- ‘and the Jength
of eternity, and that no unregenerate foul, or -
any thing unclcan, could enter the kmOdom of
Heaven.

He did not admit me as a communicant;
but recommended me to read the Szriptures,
and hear the word preached; not to negle&
fervent prayer to God, who has promifed to
hear the fupphcatlons of thofe who feek him
in godly fincerity ; fo I took my leave of him,
with many thanks, and refolved to follow h\s
advice, fo far as the Lord would condefcen& 10
enable me. During this time I'was out ‘of
- ..employ, nor ‘was I likely to get a ﬁmatfon
fuitable for me, which cbliged me to go®once
more to fea. I engaged as ftewaid of a thip
called the Hope, Captain Richard Strange,
bound from London to Cadiz in Spain. Ina
fhort time after I was on board, I heard the
- name of God much blafphemed and I feared

. greatly-left T fhould cotch the horrible infec-
tion. I thought if I finned agajn, after having
- life and death fet evidently before me, I thould
certainly go to hell. My mind was uncom-
monly chagrined, and I murmured much- at
God’s providential dealincs wih me, and was

" difcontented with the commandmcn.ts, that 1
" could
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eould not be faved by what I had done; 1
" hated all things, and withed I had never been
born; confufion feized me, and I withed to
be annihilated. One day I was ftanding on the
very edge of the ftern of the fhip, tainking to
drown myfelf; but this fcripture was inftantly
impreffled on my mind, ¢That no murderer
hath eternal life abiding in him,” 1 John,
jii. 15, Then I paufed, and thought myfelf
the unhappieft man living. Again, I was con-
vinced that the Lord was better to me than 1
deferved, and I.was better off in the world
than many. After this I began to fear death;
I fretted, mourned, and prayed, till I became
. a burden to others, but more fo to myfelf.
‘At length I concluded to beg my bread on
fhore, -rather than go. again to fea amongft
a people who feared not God, and I entreated
the. captain three different times to difcharge -
me; he would not, but each time gave me
greater and greater encouragement to continue
with him, and all on board thewed me very,
great civility: notwithftanding all this I was
unwilling to embark again. At laft fome of
my religious friends- advifed me, by faying it
was my lawful calling, . confequently it was my
duty to obey, and that God was not confined
to place, &c. &c. particularly Mr. G. S. the
governor of Tothill-fields Bridewell, who pitied



f 28‘2' ]

my cafe, and read the eleventh chapter of the
Hebrews to me; with exhortations. He prayed
- for me, and I believed that he .prevailed on’
my behalf,” as my burden was then gready:
removed, and I found a heartfelt fefignation
to the will of God. The good man gave me
a pocket Bible, and Allein’s Alarm to the
Unconverted. We parted, and the next day
I went on board again. We failed for Spain,
and [ found favour with the captain. It was
the fourth of the month of September when
we failed from London; we had a delighsful
voyage to Cadiz, wher¢ we airived the
twenty-third of the fame month. The place
_ i ftrong, commands a fine profped, ‘and ia
very rich. The Spanith galleons frequent that
port, and fome arrived whilft we were there.
1 had many opportunities of reading the
" Scriptures. 1 wreftled hard with God in fer.
vent prayers, who had declared in his. word
that he  would hear the groanings and deep
fighs of the poor in fpirit, I found.this veri-
fied to my utter aftonithment and comfort. in
the following manner: On the morning of the
6th of O&ober, (I pray you to artend) all that
day, ¥ thought that I.fhould either fee or
hear fomething fupernatural. 1 had a fecret
impulfe on my mind of : fomething that was
to take place,* which drove.me eontinually
L ¢ See page 101, - f'
: for

\
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for that time to'a throne of grace. It pleafed
God to enable me to wreftle with him, as Jacob
did: I'prayed that if fudden death were to
?appen, and I perifhed, it might be at Chrift’s’
eet. SR :

In the evening of the fame day, as I was
reading and meditating on the fourth chapter -
of the Ads, twelfth verfe, under the folemn_
- apprehenfions of eternity, and refle€ting on
my paft actions, I began to think I had lived
a moral life, and that I had « proper ground’
to believe I had an intereft in the divine fa- -
vour; but ftill meditating on the fubje&, not
knowing whether falvation was to ‘behad
partly for our own goed deeds, or folely ag”
the fovereign gift of God;—in this deep con-’
fternation the Lord was pleafed- to bréak in.
upon my foul with his bright beams. of hea-.
venly light; and in an inftant, as it were, re-.
moving the veil, and letting light into 2 dark
placc',% faw clearly, with the eye of faith, the-
crucified Saviour, bleeding on the crofs on
mount Calvary: the Scriptures becamé an
unfealed book, I faw myfelf a condemned
criminal under the law, which .came with itg
full force to my confcience, and when ¢the
“commandment 'came, [in revived, and I
¢died.” I faw the Lord Yefus Chrift in his
humiliation, loaded and bearing my :eproafgh,

in,
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fin, and fhame. I then clearly perceived, that
by the deeds of the law no flefh living could
be juftified. I was then convinced, that by
the firft Adam fin tame, and by the fecond
Adam (the Lord Jefus Chrift) all that are
faved muft be made alive. It was given.me
at that time to know what it was to be born
again, John, iii. 5. Tfaw the eighth chapter
to the Romans, and the do&rines of God’s
decrees, verified agreeable to his eternal, ever-
lafling, and wunchangeable purpofes. The
word of God was {weet to my tafte, yea
fweeter than honey and the honey . comb.
Chrift was revealed to my foul as the chiefeft
among ten thoufand. ~Thefe heavenly mo-
ments were really as lifé to the dead, and
what John calls an earneft of ‘the Spirit*.
This was indeed unfpeakable, and, I firmly

believe, undeniable by many. Now every -

leading providential circumftance that hap-
pened to me, from the day I was taken from
my parents to that hour, -was then in my
view, as if, it had but juft then occurred. I
was fenfible of the invifible hand of Gad,
which guided and proteted me when in truth
I knew it not: fhill the Lord purfued me al-
though I flighted and difregarded it; "this .

¢ John, xvi, 13, 14, &c.'
S - mercy
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“mercy melted me down. When I confidered
my poor wretched ftate I wept, feeing what a
great debtor I was to fovereign fiee grace. -
Now the Ethiopian was willing to be faved
by Jefus Chrift, the finners’s only furety, and
alfo to rely on noné other perfon or thing for
falvation.  Self was obnoxious, and good
works he had none, for itis God that work-
eth in us both to will and to do. Oh! the
amazing things of that hour can never be .
told—it was joy in the Holy Ghoft!I felt an
aftonifhing change ; the burden of fin, the
gafping jaws of hell, and the fears of death,
that weighed me down before, now loft their
horror; indeed I thought death would now
be the beft earthly friend I ever had. Such
were my grief and joy, as I believe, are feldom
experienced: I was bathed in tears, and faid

"What am I, that God thould thus look on me
the vileft ot finners 2.1 felt a deep concern for
my mother and friends, which occafioned me

to pray with frefh ardour; and in the abyfs of

thought, I viewed the unconverted people of
the ‘world in a very awful ftate, being with-

out God and without hope.*" .
" It pleafed God to pour cut on me the fpirit

of praver and the grace of fupplication, fo

that in loud acclamations I was enabled to
praife and glorify his moft holy name, When
T ‘ Igot
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1 got out of the'cabin; and told fome of the

" people what the Lord had done for me, alas,
- who could underftand me or beligve my re-

port !—None but to whom the arm of the Lord
was revealed. I became a barbarian to them
in talking of the love of Chrift: his name was
to me as ointment poured forth'; indeed it was
fweet to my foul, but to them a rock of of-
fence.. I thought my cafe fingular, and every

~ hour a day until Icame to London, for I

much longed to be with fome to-whom 1 could

‘tell of the wonders of God’s love towards mie,

and join in prayer to him whom my foul loved
and thirlted after. I had uncommon com-
motions within, fuch as few can tell aught

- about, Now the Bible was my only compa-

-

nion and comfort; I prized it much, with
many thanks to God that .I could read it for.
myfelf, and was not left to be toffed about or
led by man’s devices and notions. - The
worth of a foul cannot be told.—May the
Lord give the, reader an. underftanding in

- this. 'Whenever I looked in the Bible 1 faw

things new, and many. texts were immedi-.
ately applicd to me with great comfort; for I
knew- that to me was the word of falvation
fent. Sure I was that the Spirit which in-

«  dited the word opened my heart to receive

. the truth of itas itisin Jefus—that the fame

4 - Spuit
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Spirit enabled me to a& ‘with faith upon ‘tHe
promifes which were: precious to me, and en-
abled me to believe the falvation- of my foul.
By free grace [ was perfuaded that I had a patt
and lot in the firft refurretion, and ‘was en-
lightened with the ¢light of the living,” Job,
xxxiii. 30. I wifthed for a man of God with
whom-1 might converfe: ‘my foul was like
the 'chariots of Aminidab, *Canticles vi. 12.
‘Thefe, among others, were the precious pro-
mifes that were fo powerfully applied to me:
¢« All-things whatfoever ye fhalt'afk in prayer, -
¢ believing, ye {hall receive,” Matt. xxi. 22.
£ Peace 1 leave with you, my peace I give
<unto you,” John xiv. 27. I {aw the blefled
Redeemer to be the fountain of life, and the
well of falvation. I experienced him to be
all in all; he had brought me by a way thae
I knew not, and he had made crooked paths
ftraight. Then in his name I fet up my Ebe-*
nezer, -faying, Hithérto he Hath helped me:
and could fay to the finners about me, Behold,
what a Saviour 1 have; Thus I was, by the
teaching of that all.glorious Deity, the gréat
Ome in Three, and Three in One, confirmed
‘iIn the truths of the Bible, thofe oracles of
everlafting truth, on which every foul living -
mutft ftand or fall eternally, agreeable to A&s,
iv. 12.° “Neither is there falvation in any

¢ other,
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-Sother, for there is none other name under
- ©heaven given among men whereby we muft
¢ be faved, but only Jefus Chrift.” May Ged
ive the reader a right underftanding in thefe
&s! ¢ To him that believeth, all things are
¢ poffible, but to them that are unbelieving
< nothing is pure,’ Titus, 1. 15,
. During this period.we-remained at.Cadiz
until -our fhip got laden. We failed about
the 4th of November; and, having.a good
saffage, we arrived in London the month
ollowing, to my comfort, with heartfelt gra-
‘titude to God for his. rich -and unfpeakable

- mercies.

- On my return I had but one text which
puzzled tne, or that the devil endeavoured
to buffet me with, viz. Rom. xi. 6. and as [
had heard of the Rev. Mr. Romaine, and his
great knowledge in the Scriptures, 1 wifhed
--much to hear him preach. One day I went
to Blackfriars Churth, and, to my great fa-
tisfattion and furprife, he preached from that
very text. He very clearly fhewed the dif-
ference between human- works and free elec-_
tion, which is according to God’s fovereign
will and pleafure. Thefe glad tidings fet me
entirely at liberty, and -1 went out of the
church rejoicing, feeing my fpots were thofe
of God’s children, I went to Wefltminfter
N ) Chapcl,
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Chapel, and faw fome of my old friends, who
were glad when they perceived the wonderful
change that the Lord had wrought in me, par-
- ticularly Mr. G S——, my worthy ac-
quaintance, who was a man of a choice ipirit, "
and had great zeal for the Lord’s fervice. I
enjoyed his correfpondence till he died in the
year 1784. I was again examined in that
fame chapel, and was received into - church-
fellowfhip amongft them: I rejoiced in fpirit,
making:melody in my heart to the God of all
my mercies. - Now my whole with was to be
diffolved, and to be with Chrift—=but, alas! I .
muft wait mine appointed time.

N ‘MiSCELLANEOV?
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MISCELLANEOUS VERSES,

OR,

RefleCtions on the State of ,mf .-Mi.nc,l during
my firft Convitions of the Neceflity of be-
lieving the Tiuth, and experiencing the

ineftimable Benefits of Chriftianity. -
WELL may I fay my life has been -
Onec fiene of forrow and'of pain; - -
From early days [ griefs have known,

- Andas [ grew my griefs have grown:

Dangers were always in my path;
And fear of wrath and' fometimes death;
While pale dejection in me reign’d.

- I often wept, by grief conftrain’d.

When taken from my native land,
By an unjuft and cruel band,
How did uncomman dread prevail !
My fighs no more’l could conceal.

To eatc my miud I often ftrove,

And tried my trouble to remove : -

T fing. and utter’d fighs between—
" Affay’d to ftifle guilt with fin,

A
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“But O!.not all that I.could do- - - .-
"Would Zop the current of my woes -

Conviction ftill my vilenefs hew’d ;
" How great my gnik—-how lo!t to goodr;

e Prevented that I could not die,
¢ Nor gould to one fure refuge fly;
¢ An orpnan ftate I kad to mourh,—
. Forfook by al!, and left-forlorn.”

“Thofe who beheld my downcalt mieny
“Could not guefs'atmy woes unfeen: -
They- by appearance could no: know

“The troubles that I waded-threuagh. -

" Luft, arper, blafphemy, and pride, .
With legions of fuch ilis'befide, -

"« Troubled my thoughts,” while doubts and fesrs
‘Clouded and darken’d moft my years.’ '

* ¢ Sighs now:ne more would be- cdnﬁh’d—
¢ "Fhey breath’d the trouble 6f my mind :*
-1 wifi'd far death, batt clieck’d the werd,
And often pray’d untp the Lord., -

“Unhappy, more-than {fome-on eath,
I thought the place that gave mte birthew
Strange thoughts opprefsid-«while 1 reph‘d.
¢ Why not in Ethiepia died :”®

:And why thus {par'd when nigh to l\ell e
God only knew==I could not tell e -

& Atoexrmgfence,abom wall,
“1 thought’ myﬁif eler- fmce t.hefa}l v

Nz ) -0t
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Oft tivwes I mus’d, and nigh defpair, . .
‘While birds melodious fill’d the air: -
¢ Thrice happy fongfters, ever free,”

How bleft were they, compar’d to me !

Thus all things added to my pain,
While grief compell’d me to complain ;
‘When fable clouds began to rife

My mind grew darker than the fkies.

“The Englith nation forc’d to leave,

How did my breaft with forrow heave !

I long’d for reft—cried. ¢ Help me, Lord

¢¢ Some mitigation, Lord, afford!” .

Yet on, dejeited, ftill-l wente— .
Heart-throbbing woes within me pent ;
_Nor land, nor fea, could comfort gives . . .
Nor aught my anxious mind relieve. :

ool

Weary with troubles yet unknown

To all but God and felf alone, )
Numerous months for peace I ftrove, *
Numerous foes I had to prove. .

Inur’d to dangers, griefs, and woes, .
Train’d up *midft perils, death, and foes, .
I faid, ¢ Mauftit taus everbe? -

 No quiet is permitted me.”

Hard hap; and more than heavy lot!

I pray’d to God, ¢ Forget me not—
¢ What thou ordain’tt help me to bear; .
<« But, O! deliver from defpair !

Strivings

e — T Y e o+ = "t e i e S
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. Strivings and wreftling feem’d.in vain; = -
Nothing I did could eafe my fain : o ‘

Then gave Fup my work and will, .
Confefs’d and own’d my doom was hell !

Like fome poor pris’ner at the bar,
Confcious of guilt, of fin and fear,
Arraign’d, and felf-condem’d, I ftood—
¢ Loft in the world and in my blood !’

Yet here, *midft blackeft clouds confin'd,
Abeam from Chrift, the day ftarfhin’d ;-
Surely, thought I, if “Jefus pleafe,
He canat oncé fignmy releafe. -

1, ignorant of his‘ri@teoufpefs,‘

Set up my labours in its place ;

¢ Forgot for why his blood was thed,
¢ And pray’d and fafted in his ftead,”

He dy’d for finners—I am one !
“Might not his blood for me atone ?

Tho’ 1 am nothing elfe but fin,

Yet furely he can make me clean !

Thus light came in, dad I believ’d ;.
Myfelf forgot, and help receiv’d ! )
My Saviour then I know I found,

- For, eas’d from guilt, no more I groan’d.

O, happy hour; in which I ceas’d

To mourn, for then I found a reft!
My foul and Clirift were now as one—~
Thy light, O Jefus, in me fhone !

o N3 Blefs’d
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Blefs’d be thy .name, for now I know -
I and my works can nothing do ;
¢ The Lord alene can ranfom man—

« For this the fpotlefs Lamb was flain I’ '

When facrifices, works, and pray’r,
“Prov’d vain, and ineffeétnal were,
« Lo, then I come !’ the Saviour cry’d,

And bleeding, bow’d his head and dy’d !

. He dy’d for all who ever faw
No help in them, nor by the law 3
I this have feen; and gladly own
« Salvation is by Chsift alone * £

L& A&y iv 13
, o

Y
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"CHAP. XL

Fhe cuthor embarks on board a fhip bound for
Cadiz—Is near being fhipwrecked—Goes: te
Malaga—Remarkable fine cathedral there—
The author difpntes -with & Popifh priefi—
Picks up eleven miferable men at fea in re-
turning. to England—Engages again with
Dotter Irving téiaccompany bim to Jamasca

 and the Mufquitd Shore— Meels with an In-
dian prince on basrd—The author aftempts tg
safirust bim in the traths of  the Gofpel— -
Frafivated. by-the bad exaniple of fime in the

- fBip—They arrive ont the Mufguito Shore with
Jome flaves they purchafed at Famdica, and

 Peginto cultivate a plantation—Some account
of the manners and cuftoms of the Mufguito
Indians— uccefsful device of the author’s to
queil a riot among them—Curious entertain-
‘ment given by thews to Dot or Irving and the
au‘hor, who leaves the fhore, and goes fir
Famaica—1Is barbaroufly treated by @ map..
wi') woom  be engaged for bis paffage—’
E)capes, and goes to the Mufquito adwiral,
wha_treats bim kindly—He ge's another ve/-
. . N 4 n VAN
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Jel, and goes on board—Inftances of bad treai-
ment—Meets Doftor Irving——Gets to Famaica
—1Is cheated by bhis captain—~Leaves the
Dobior, and fails for England.

‘WHEN our fhip was got ready for fea again,
I was entreated bythe captain to go in her
-once more ; but, as -T felt myfelf as happy
as I could with to be in this life, I for fome
time refufed; however, the advice of my
friends at laft prevailed ; and, in full refigna-
tion to the will of God, I again embarked for
Cadiz in March, 1775. We had a very good
paflage, without any material accident, wontil
we arrived off the Bay of Cadiz ;. when one
Sunday, juft as we were going into the har-
bour, the fhip ftruck againft a rock, and
knocked off a garbeard plank, which is the
next to the keel. In an inftant all hands were
in the greateft confufion, and began with loud
cries to call on God to have mercy on them.
-Although I could not {wim, and faw no way
of efcaping death, I felt no dread in my then
fituation, having no defire to live. I even re-
joiced -in fpirit, thinking this death would be
fudden glory. Butthe fulnefs.of time was not
"yet come. The people near to me were- much
aftonithed in feeing me thus calm and re-
figned ; but I told them of the peace of %?dl;

' ‘ whic

~
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which through fovereign grace I enjoyed, .
and thefe words were that inftant in m
mind ; : , , S
« Chrift is my pilot wife, my compafs is his word ;
¢ My foul each ftorm defies, while I have fuch a Lord.

¢ I truft his faithfulnefs and power, :
¢« To fave me in the trying hour. - .

¢ Though rocks and quickfands deep through all m
<~ ¢ paffage lie, - : .
t Yet Chrift fhaﬁ fafely keep and guide me with hiseye.
¢¢ How can I fink with fuch a prop, :
- ¢¢ That bears the world and all things up.”

~ At this time - there were many large Spanith
flukers or paffage veflels full of people crofling
the channel, who, feeing our condition, a
number of them came alongfide of us.- As
many hands" as could be employed began to
work ; fome at our three pumps, and the reft
unloading the fhip as faft. as poffible. There
. "being only a fingle rock, called the Porpus, on
which we ftruck, we foon got off it, and -pro-
videntially it was then high water; we there-
fore run the fhip athore at the neareft place to
" keep her from finking. After many tides,
with a great deal of care and induftry, we
got her repaired again. When we had dif-
patched our bufinefs at Cadiz, we went to
Gibraltar, and from thence to Malaga, a - very
pleafant and rich city, where there is one of

' Ns  ~° the
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e fineft cathedrals I had ever feen. It had:
been above fifty years in building, as I heard,
- though it was not them quite finithed; great
part of the infide; however, was- completed
and highly decorated ‘with the richeft marble’,
eolumns and’ many fuperb paintings ; it was
lighted occafionally 'by an amazing number of
wax tapers of different fizes, fume of which:
were.as thick- as a man’s thigh'; thele, how-
ever, were only ufcd on fome of theu gxand'
feflivals,: -

- I was very- much fhocked at the. cuﬁom of
bull-baiting, and other diverfions which pre-
vailed here on Sunday evenings, to the great.
fcandal of Clriftianity and morals. 1ufed to-
exprefs my abhorrence of it to a prieft whom
I met with.. [ had frequent: contefts about re-
ligion with the reverend father, in which he
. took great pains to make a profelyte’of me to
his, church; and I no lefs to convert him to-
mine.  On.thefe occafions I'ufed to produce
my Bible, and fhew him in. what points his
~ church erred.. He thenfaid he had been in.
England, and that every perfon there read the
Bmle, which was very wrong; but I anfweied
him, that Chriit defired us to fearch the Sciip=--
tures.. In his zeal for my converfion, he foli- -
cited me to go to one of the univerfities in
_ Spam, and declarcd that 1 fhould have my
- education
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- education free ; and t~ld me, if I got mylef
. made a pricfl, I might in time beceme even a
Pope 5 and'he faid that Pope Benedi&t was a
b]ack man. As 1 was ever defirous of léarn-
1 p;.u‘cd fome time upon this 1t tempt‘adon,
an‘l thought by being.crafty (by going to the
. umverﬁcy), I ml&ht catch fomie with guile ; but .
again I began to think it would enly be. hy-
pocrtfy in me to. embiace his offer, as I could
not in confcience conform to the ¢pinions of his
church. I was therefore enabled to regard the
word of God, .which fays, < Come out from
< amonc=ft them,’ and refufed Father Vincent’s
. offer. So we parted without convittion on ei- -
* ther fide.
Having taken at th1s place fome fine wines,
fruits, and money, wc proceeded .to Cadiz,

N4

where we took about two tons more of money, -

&c. and then faikd for England m the meath

of june ‘When we weie about -the' noxth -

latirude 42, we had contrary wind for feveral -
days, 4nd the fhip did not make in that time

above fix or feven miles fti aight courfe, This .
made the captain exccedmgy fetful and
peevifh; and 1 was very forry to heer God’s
moft holy name ofich blijphemed by him,
One d.y, as he was in that impious mood, a
y ung gentleman on- ‘board, Who was a paf-
- fenge’, reproved him, and faid he acted
wrong ; for we oughc 1%) be thankﬁal to Gc}d
6 o
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for all things, as we were not in want of any
thing on board; and though the wind was
contrary for us, yet it was fair for fome
others, who perhaps ftood in more need of it
than we. I immediately feconded this young .
gentleman with fome boldnefs, and faid we
had not the leaft caufe to murmur, for that
the Lord was better to us than we deferved,
and that he had done all things well. 1 ex-
pected that the captain would be very angry
with me for fpeaking, but he replied not a
. word. However, before that time, or hour,
on the following day, being the 21ft of June,
much to our gieat joy and aftonithment, we
faw the providential hand of our benign Cre-
ator, whofe ways with his blind creatures
.are paft finding out. ‘The preceding night
I dreamed that I faw a boat yjmmediately off
the ftarboard main fhrouds; and exaétly at
half paft one o'clock the following day at
/noon, while I was below, juft as we had dined
in the cabin, the man at the helm cried out,
A boat! which brought my dream that in-
ftant into' my mind. I was the firft ‘man
that jumped on the deck ; and looking from
the fhrouds onward, according to my dream,
1 defcried a little boat at fome diftance; "but,
- as the waves were high, it was as much as we
could do fometimes to difcern her: we, how-
ever, ftopped thé fhip’s way, and .the boat,
S o ' “ which,
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. which was extremely fmall, came .alongfide
with eleven miferable men, whom we took
on board immediately. To all human ap-
pearance, thefe people muft have perithed in.
the courfe of one hour, or lefs ; the boat be-
ing fmall, it barely contained. them. When
we took them up they were half drowned,
and had no viuals, compafs, water, or any. .
other neceffary whatfoever, and had only one '
bit of an oar to ftir with, and that right be- .
fore the wind; fo that they were obliged to
truft entirely to the mercy of the waves.. As’
foon as we got them all on board, they bowed
. themfelves on their knees, and, with hands
and voices lifted up to heaven, thanked God
for their deliverance; and I truft that my
prayers were not wanting amongft them at the
fame time. = This. mercy of. the Lord quite
melted me, and I recolleéted his words, which
I faw thus verifiéd 'in the 107th Pfalm, <O -
¢ give thanks -unto the Lord, for he is.good,
or his' mercy endureth for ever. Hungry
and thirfty; their fouls® fainted in them.
They cried unto the Lord m their trouble,
and he delivered them out of their diftreffes. -
And he ‘led them forth by the right way,
¢ that they might go to a city of habitaticn.
¢ O that men would praife the Lotd for his .
¢ goodnefs and for his wonderful works to the
. : ¢ children

a A A &
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¢ children of men ! For he fatisfieth the Ioner—
¢ ing foul, and filleth the hungry fouI wuh‘
‘ goodnefs :
< Such as fit in darknéfs and in thé thadow
< of death:
" < Then they cried unto the Lord n then'
¢ trouble, and he faved them out of their dif-
¢ treffes. They that go down to the féa in
¢ fhips ; that do bufineis in great watcrs ; thefe
© ¢ fee the works of the Lord, and his wonders
¢ in the deep. Whofo is WIfe and will obferve
¢ thefe things, even they  fhall underftind the .
¢ loving kmdnc‘fs of the Lord.’
The | poor diftreffed captain faid, that the
. * Lord 1s good;; for, fecing that I am ot fie
- ¢ to die, hc therefore gave e a fpace of time
¢ torepent.” I was very glad to hear this ex—
preffion, and took an opportunity, when conve-
nient, of talking to him on the p:eviderce of
God. . They told us they were Portuguefe, and
- were in a brigJoaded with corn, which fhifted.
that morning at five o’clack, owing to which:
the veflel funk that inftant with two of the
~crew ; and how thefe eleven got into the boat
(whxch was lathed to the deck), not one .of .
them ,could tell. We provided them with,
every neceffary, and brought them-all fafe to
London : and I hepe the Lord gave them re-
pentance unto' eternal life, _ A
N - * t
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" At our arrival, I was happy once more
amongft my friends- and brethren till No-
vember, when my old friend, the celebrated

Doctor Irving bought-a remarkable fine floop, -

about 160 Yons. He had a mind for a new
adventure in cultivating a plantation at Ja-,

maica, and the Mufquito' Shore ; afked me’

to. go with him, and faid that he would truft
me with his eftate in preference to any one..
By the advice, therefore, of my friends, I
accepted-of the offer, knowing that the harveft

was fully .ripe ia-thof¢ parts, and hoped to'be -

an inftrument, under God, of bringing fome
poor finner to my well-beloved mafter, Jefus.
€hrift. Before I embarked, I found with

the Do&or four Mufquito Indians, who were -

chiefs in their own country,. and were brought.
here by fome Englith traders for fome felnfly

ends. One 'of them was the Mufquito king’s."

fon, a youth of about eighteerr years of age ;-
.and whilft he was heme he was -baptized by
. the name of George. They were going back:
at ‘the government’s expence, alter having

been in England about .twelve months, dur-

ing which they learned to fpeak pretty good
Englith, When I came to talk to them
about eight days before we failed, F was very.
much mortitied in finding that they had net

fiequentvd any chusches fince they were here,.-

\ ~ and
v :



)

[A 304 ]ﬁ

and were baptized, nor was any attention paxd
to their morals. I was.very forry for this moek

Chriftianity, and had juft'an opportunity to
take fome of them once to churcg before we
failed. We embarked in the month of No--
vember 1775, on board of ‘the floop Morning:
Star, "Captain ‘David Miller,- and failed for’
Jamaica.  In our paffage, I took all the pains
that I could to inftruét the Indian prince in

_the doétrines of Chriftianity, of which he was

ennrely ignorant ; and, to my .great joy, he

was quite attentive, and received with glad-

nefs the truths that the Lord enabled me to fet
_ forth to him. - I taught him in the compafs of
eleven days all the leiters, and he could put
even two or three- of them together, and
fpell them. 1 had Fox’s Martyrology with

.cuts, and he ufed to be very fond of look-

ing .into it, and- would afk many queftions

- about the papal cruelties-he -faw depited

cabin, ke would firft come to me to pray, as

-there, which I explained to him. I made
fuch progrefs. with this. youth, efpecially in
religion, that when I ufed to go to bed at
different heurs .of the night, if he was in his
bed, he would get up on purpofe to go to
“prayer with me, withoue any . other clothes
than his thirt ; and :before he would eat any
of his nicals amongft the gentlemen' in the

he
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he called it. I was well pleafed at this, and
took great delight in him, and ufed much fup-
plication to God for his converfion.. I was in
tull hope of feeing daily every appearance of .
that change which I could wifh; not know-
ing the devices of Satan, who  had many of
his emiffaries to fow his tares as faft as I fowed
the good feed, and pull down as faft as I
built up. Thus we went on nearly four-fifths
of our paflage, when Satan at laft got the up-
per hand. Some of. his meflengers, fecing
" this poor heathen much advanced in piety,
began to afk him whether I'had converted
him to Chriftianity, laughed and made their
jeft at him, for which I rebuked them'as much
~as a could; but this treatment caufed the
prince to halt between two opinions. Some
of the true fons of -Belial, who did not be-
lieve that there was any'hcrealfge'r,,,t;oid. him
never to fear the devil, for there was none
exifting ; and if ever he came to the prince,
they defired he might: be fent to them. Thus
they ceazed the poor innocent youth, fo that
he would not learn” his baok any more ! He
would not drink nor caroufe with thefe un-
godly aétors, nor would he be with me even
- at prayers, This grieved me very much. {
¢ndeavoured to perfuade him as well as L
“could, but he would not come ; and entreated
- him very much to tell me his reafons for act-

- ing
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ing, thus. At laft he afked me, ¢ How comess
¢ 1t that all the white men on board who can-
» ¢ read and write, and obferve the fun, and.
¢ know all things, yet fwear, lie, and get
¢ drunk, only excepting yourfelf 2> I anfwered..
him, the reafon was, that they did not fear God ; -
‘and that if any ohe of them died fo they could
Rnot go to, or be happy with God. He replied,
" that if a certain perfon went to hell he would
" go to hell too! 1 was forry to hear this ; -and,
as he fometimes had the tooth ach; and allo- .
fome ‘other perfons in the fhip at the fame
tmme, I afked him if their tooth-ach made his.
eafy . he faid, No.  Then1 told hum, if he |
,and thefe pcople went to hell together, their
I;Zaips would not make his any lighter. This.
1ad great weight with him’: it deprefled his,
fpirits"much’; and he became ever after, dur~
tng the paffage, fond.of being alone. Whert:
we were in the latitude of Martinico, and near-
‘ makin? the land, one morning we had-a brifk-
gale of wind, and, carrying too much fail, the
mainmaft went over the fide. - Many people
were then all about. the deck, and the yards, -
maits; and rigging, came tumbling all about us;
‘yet the:e was not one-of us in the leaft hurt,
~ although fome were within a hair’s breadth of.
being killed; and, particularly, I faw two .
men who,. by the providential hand of God, -
e - were.
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were moft miraculouily preferved from being
fmafhed to.pieces. On the fifth of January
we. made Antigua and Montferrat, and ran.
along the reft of  the iflands: and on the four-
teenth we arrived at- famaica. One Sunday,
while we' were there, I took the Mufquito,
prince Geoige to church, where he faw- the
ficrament adminiftered. 'When we came out
we faw all' kinds of people, almoft from the
church door for the fpace of half a mile down
to the water-fide, buying and felling all kinds
of commadities: and thefe alts afforded’ me
great matcer of. exhortation to this-youth, who
~was much aftonithed. Our veffel being ready
to fail for* the Mufquito fhore, I went with
“thie doftor on board a Guinea-man, to pur-
chafe fome flaves to carry with us, and culti-
vate a plantation; and 1 chofe them all of
my own countrymen, fome of whom came
from Lybia®. On the twclfth- of February
- we failed from. Jamaica, and on the eigh-
teenth arrived at the Mufquito fhore, at a-
place called Dupeupy.  All our Indian guefts
now, after 1 had admonifthed them, and a few:
cafes of liquor given them by the Dottor,
took an affe&ionate leave of us, and went .
athore, where they were met by the Mufquito.'
king, and we never faw one of them after~
# See John Brown’s Scripture Di&ionary, 1. Chron,
h 33. Alfa Purver’s Bible, with Notes on Gen. xxv. 3.
' - wards.
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wards. We tlien failed to the fouthward of
the fhore, to a place called Cape Gracias a
Dios, where there was a large lagoon-or lake,
~which received the emptying of two or three
very fine laige rivers, and abounded much in
fith and land tortoife.” Some of the native In-
dians came on board of us here; and we ufed
them well, ‘and told them we were come to
‘dwell amongft :them, which they feemed .
pleafed at. So the Deéor and .1, with fome
others, went with them athore; -and.they took
- us to different places to view the land, in order
- to_choofe a .place to make a plantation of.
We' fixed on a fpot near a river’s bank, in a
rich fvil; and, having got our neceflaries out
of the floop, we began to clear away the
- woods, and plant, difgcfcnt; kinds of -vegeta-
bles, -‘which had a quick growth. While we
were “employed in this manner, our veflel
went northward to Black River to trade.
_ While'the was there, a Spanifh guarda cofta
met with"and took her.  This proved very
‘hurtful, and a great embarraffment to ys..
However, we went on with the culture of the
land.  'We ufed to make fires every night all
-around us, to keep off wild beafts, which, as
foon as it was dark, fet up a moft hideous
roaring. Our habitation being far up in the
woods, we frequently faw different kinds of

- o " animalsy
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animals; but none of them ever hurt us, ex-
tept poifonous fhakes, the bité of which the
Do&or ufed to cure by giving to the. patient, .
as foon as poffibley about- half a tumbler of
ftrong rum, with a good deal of Cayenne pep-
per init. In this manner he cured two na-
tives, ‘and one of his own flaves. The Indians
were exceedingly fond of the Doctog, and they
had good reafon for it; for I believe they
never had fuch an ufeful man amongft them.
They ¢ame from all quarters to our dwelling;
and fome woc/wow or flas-headed Indians, who -
lived fifty or fixty miles above our river,
and this fide of the South Sea, brought us.a
“good deal of filver in exchange for our goods.
The principal articles we could get from our
neighbouring Indians were turtle oil, and
thells, little filk- grafs, and fome rovifions;
but they would hot work at any thing for us,
except fithing; and a few times they aflifted
to ¢ut fome trees down, in order to build us
houfes; which they did exaltly like the Afri-
cans, by the joint labour of men, women, and
children. 1 do not recollet any of them to
have had more than two wives. Thefe al-
ways accompanied their hufhands when they
came to our dwelling, and then they gene- -
rally carried whatever they brought to us, and
.always fquatted down behind their hufbands,
' ~ ‘Whenever
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Whenever. we' gave them any thing to eat,
“the men and their wives eat feparate. I ne-
ver faw the leaft fign of. incontinence amongft
‘them. The women are ornamented with
. Beads, and fond of painting themfelves; the -
"men alfo . paint, even to excefs, both their
faces and fhirtsy their favourite colour is red.
"The women generally cultivate the ground,
and the men are all fifhermen and canoe-ma-
kers. Upon the whole, T never. met any ha-
“tion that were fo fimple in their manners
- as thefe people, or had fo little .ormament in
their h8ufes. Neither had they, as 1 evercould -
*learn, one word expreflive of anoath. The
- worft word 1 ever heard amongft them when
- they were quarrelling, was ‘one.that they had
- got from the. Englith, which was, “:you rafcal.’
I never faw any mode of worfhip among
“them; but in this they were<not -worfe than
- their European brethren' or neighbours, for I
_~am foriy to fay that there was not one white
perfon n cur dwelling, nor any where -¢lfe,
“that I faw, in different" places I.was a¢ on the
~fhore, that was better or mere pious than
“thole unenlightened . Indians; but they.either
" worked or flept on Sundays; and, to my for-
-row, working was too much Sunday’s employ-
“ment with ourfelves; fo much fo, that in fome
‘lengtlr of time we really did- not -know 3:13
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oo ! .. This mode of living laid
the -7 aecamping at iaft. The
Eay . ..«de and warlike; and they
PooaSdr . haviig never been con-
q..vel v o o~njards, They are gieat
¢ idess < 2 jrinors When they can get |
Sneny L i twa il rum from pine-ap-

I ,', - € very, plendiful here; and
“the~ 5. oo not get them away. from our
iplace. T ¢ tuey feemed. to be fingular, lin
speinc of poaefly, cbove any. ocher nation i1
was> ever winongft. The country beiag hot, -
we lived uider an open fhed, where we had
-all Min's of goods, without-a door er :lock
to any one article; yet ‘we flepu:in fafety,
~.and never loft any thing, or were difturbed.
T his furprifed us 2 good deal; and the Doc-
wtor, mylclt and othcrs, uf.clto fay if we were
sto lie in that manoertin Europe, we fhould
have our throats cut the firft night. The In-
+4lian governor goes once in a tertain time all
about the province or ciftridt, and has a num-
iber of men with him as attendant and affift-
~ants. . He furdes all the differetices amohg
sthe pcon‘e, like the judges here, apd is ereat-
«gd with very great refpct. He took care to
give s umely notice before he came to our
‘habication, .by feniing his ftick as a token; for -
rum, Iugar, and gunpowder, whzch we did

not
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not refufe fending; and at the fame time we
made the utmoft preparations to receive his
honour and his train.  When he came with
his tribe, and all our neighbouring chieftains,
we expeéted to find him a grave reverend
Jjudge, folid and fagacious; but, inftead of
that, before he and his gang came in fight,
we heard them ve?' clamorous; and they
even had plundered fome of our good neigh-
bouring Indians, - having 'intoxicated them-
felves with our liquor. When they arrived
we did not know what to make of our new
guefts, and would gladly have difpenfed with
- the honour of their company. However, hav-
ing no alternative, we feafted them plenti-
fully all the day till the evening; when the -
Governor, getting quite drunk, grew very
‘unruly, and ftruck one of our moit friendly
chiefs, who was our- neareft neighbour, and
- alfo took his gold-laced hat from him. At -

this a great commotion took place; and the
Doétor interfered to make peace, as we could
all underftand one another, but to no ‘pur=
‘pofe; and at lift they became fo outrageous,
that the Do&or, fearing he might get into
‘trouble; left the houfe, and made the beft of
his way to thé neareft wood, " leaving me to do
as well-as I could among them. -I-was{o en-
_raged with the Governor, that I could- have
' - "~ wifhed
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withed to have feen him tied fift to a tree,
and flogged for his behaviour; but, I had not -
people enough to cope with his party. I there-.
fore thought of a ftratagem to appeafe the
riot. Recollecting a paffage I had read in the
Life of Columbus, when he was amongft the
Indians in Mexico or Peru, where, on fome
- occafion, he frightened them, by telling them
- of certain events in the heavens, I had re-
courfe to the fame expedient; and it fuc-
ceeded beyond my moft fanguine expeéla-
tions. When I had formed my determina-
tion, I went in the midft of them, and taking
- hold of the Governor, 1 pointed up to.the
heavens. I menaced him and the reft: I told
" them God lived there, and -that he was angry -
with them, aud they muft not quarrel {o ; that
they were all brothers, and if they did ,not
leave. oft and go away quietly, I would take
the book (pointing to the Bible), read, and ¢ell
God to make them dead.  This operated on
them like magic. The clamour immediately
ctafed, and I gave them fome rum and a few
other things; after which they went away
peaccably ;. and the governor afterwards gave
_ our neighbour, who was called Captain Plaf-
~ myah, his hat again. When the Doétor re-
surned, he was exceedingly glad at my fuccefs-
in thus getting rid of our troublefome guefis. -
) (o) The
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The Mufquito pedple within our vicinity, out
- of refpeé to the-Dottor, myfelf, and his peo. -
" ple, made entertainments of the grand kind;
called in their tongue tourrie ordrykbot. The
Englifh of this expreffion is, a feaft of drink<
ing about, of which it feems a corruption of
language, The drink confifted of pine-ap-
ples roafted, and cafades chewed or beaten in
mortars ; which, after lying fome time,-fers
ments, and becomes fo ftrong as to intoxicate,
whendrank in any quantity. We had timely
notice given to us of the entertainment. A
white family, within five miles of us, told us
how the drink was made ; I and two others
went before the time to the village where the
mirth was appointed to be keld, and there
~we faw the whole” art of making the drink
and alfo the kind.of animals that were to be
eaten there. I cannot fay the fight of either
the drink or the meat were enticing to me.
They had fome thoufands of. pine-apples
roafting, - which they fqueezed, dirt and all,
into a canoe they had there for the purpofe.
The cafade drink was in beef barrels, and-
other veflels, and looked exa@ly like {og-
* wath. - Men, women, children, were thus
employed in roafting the pine-apples, fand
“{queczing them with their bands.  For foed
they had many land torpins or tortoifes, 3’();:1;
' : rie
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dried: turtle, and three large alligators alive,
- and tied faft to the trees. I-afked the people’

what they were going to_do with thefe alli-
- gators? and I was told they were to be caten.
I was much {urprifed at this, and went home
pot a little difgufted at the preparatiobs.
When the day of the feaft was come, we .took
fome rum with us, and went to the appomtﬁdv
place, where we found a great aflemblage of
thefe people, who received us very kindly-
The mirth had begun before we came; and
they were dancing with mufic : and.the mu-
fical inftruments were nearly the fame as thofe
- of any other fable people ; but, as I thought,
~ much-lefs melodious than any other nation I
ever knew. They had many curious geftures
~ in dancing, and a variety of motions and pof-
tures of their bodies, which to me were in no
wife attrafting. The males danced by them-
felves, and the females alfo by themfelves, as
with us. The Do&or fhewed his® people the .
example, by immediately joining the wo-
men’s party, though not by their chaice. On
perceiving the women difgufted, he joined
the.males. At night there were great illus
minations, by fetting fire to many pine trees,
while the dryckbot went round merrily by
calabafthes or gourds: butthe liquor might
more juftly be called - eating than drinking
' : : O 2 One
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- One Owden, the oldeft father in the vicinity,
was drefled in a ftrange and terrifying form.
Around liis body were Ikins adorned with dif-.
ferent kinds of feathers, and he bad on his
head a very large and high head-piece, in the

* form of'a grenadier’s cap, with prickles like a;
porcupine ; and he made a certain noife which
refembled the cry of an alligator. Our people
fkipped amongft them out of complaifance,

_ though fome could not drink oftheir tourrie s: -

but our rum met with cufiomers enough, and-.

was foon gone, The alligators were killed, and
fomé of them roafted. Their manner of roaft-
ing is by digging a hole in the earth, and
filling it with wood, with they burn to <oal,

“and then they lay fticks acrofs, on which they

lay the meat. Ihad a raw piece of . the alli-

- gator in my hand: it was very rich: I thought

it looked like frefth falmon, and it had a moft

" fragrant fmell, but I could not eat any of it.
This merry-making at laft ended without the
leaft difcord in any perfon in the company,.

- although it was made up of different nations
and complexions. C

The rainy feafon came on here about the
latter end of May, which continued till Auguit

" wery heavily; fo that the rivers were over~
flowed, and our provifions thénin the ground
were wafhed. away. 1ithought this was in
: ’ ~ " fome
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fome rueafure 2 judgment upon us for work-
ing on Sundays, and it hurt my mind very
much. I often ‘wifhed to leave this place, and
fail for Europe; for our mode of procedure,
and living in this heathenifh form, was very
irkfome to me. The word of Ged faith,
¢ What doth it avail @ man i he gajn the’
¢ whole world, and lofe his own foul  This
was much and heavily impreffed on my mind ;
.and, though I did not know how to.fpeak to
the Doctor for my difcharge, it was difagree.
able for me 'to ftay any longer. But about
the'middle of June I toek courage enough to
alkk him for it. He was very unwilling at firft -
10 grant me my requeft, but I gave him fo
many reafons for it, that at laft he confented
to my going, and gave me the follawing cer~
i of my behaviour;

¢ The bearer, Guflavus Vafla, has ferved
* mc feveral years with @ri@ honefty, fobri-
¢ ety, and fidelity. I ¢an, therefore, with
¢ jultice recommend him for thefe qualifica~
* tions ; and indeed in every refpe&t I con-
¢ fider him as an excellent fervant. I de
¢ hereby certify, that he always behaved well,
¢ and that he is perfeily truft-worthy.
- a ¢ CuarLES IRVING,’
Dyfquic Skore, Fuma g, 1776. ‘
- , O3 \ Though
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- ‘Though I was much attached to the Door,
1 washappy when he confénted to my going.
1 got every thing ready for my dé¢parture, and
. hired fome Indians, with alarge canoe, to -
carry me off. "All my poor countrymen, the
flaves, when they heard’ of my leaving'them,
- were very forry, as I had always treated them
with care and “affe@ion, and did évery'thitig

I could to comfort the poor creatures, and

" yender their condition ealy. Having 'takén
- Jeave of my old friends and companions, bh
the 18th of -June, accompanied by the Doétot,
"1 left that fpot of the world, and - went ‘fouth-
‘ward above twenty miles along “the ‘river,
There 1 found a floop, the captain of which
- told me he was going to " Jamaica. = Havitig-
agreed for my paffage ‘with him " and oné of
_the owners, who was alfo' on board; named
‘Hughes, the Do&or and I parted, not. with-
"out fhedding tears on “both “fides. © The
veflel then failed along thériver till ‘night,
when fhe ftopped in' a’lagoon within" 'the
fame river. During the night a fchooner
belonging to the fame owners came in, and,
as the was in want of hands, -Hughés, the
owner of the floop, atked ‘e ¢bo go in the

" {chooner as a failor, and faid he would give
me wages. - I thankéd him ; but I faid I
“wanted to go to Jamaica. He then imme-
~ -diately changed his tone, and fwore, "and
- abufed

i ’
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abuled me very much, and aﬂ\ed how I came
. to.be freed? I told him, and faid that I came
into that vxumty with Dr. Irving, whom he
had.feen that day. . This account was of no
ufe; ‘he ftill fwore exceedingly at me, and
curfed the mafter for a fool that fold me my
freedom, and the Doctor for an other i inletting |
me go from him. Then he defired me to go
in the fchooner, or elfe I fhould hot go out of
the floop as a freeman, I faid this was very
hard, and begged to be put on fhore again ;
‘but he fwore that I fhould not. Ifaid I had
‘been twice amongft the T'urks, yet had never
feen'any fuch ufage with them, and much lefs
‘could T have expetted any thing of this kind
among the Chriftians. This incenfed him ex-
ceedingly ; and with a volley of oaths and
1mprecauons, he replied, ¢ Chriftians ! damn
¢ you, you are one of St. Paul’s men ; but by
. G—d, except you have St Paul’s or St.
¢ Peter’s faith,and walk upon thewater to the
-« fhore, you thall not go out of the veflel!”
which I now learnt ‘was going amongit the
Spaniards - towards 'Carthagena, where he
fwore he would fell.me. Ifimply afked him .
what right he had to fell me ? But, withour
another word, he made fome. of his people
tie ropes round each of my ancles, and alfo
to each wrift, .and another rope round my
: O4 - body,
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body, and hoifted me up without letting my
feet touch or reft upon any' thing. Thus I
hung, without any crimé committed, and
without Judge or Jury,merely becaufe I was a
free man, and could not by the law get any
redrefls from'a white perfon in thofe parts of
the world. I wasin great pain from my fitu-
ation, and cried and begged very. hard. for
fome mercy, but'all in vain. My tyrant in a
rage brought a mufket out of the cabin, and.
loaded it before me and the crew, and fwore:
that he would thoot me if I cried any more,
I had now no alternative ; 1 therefore re-
mained filent, feeing not one white_man om
board who faid a word in. my bebalf, I hung
in‘that manner from between ten and eleven
o’ clock at night till about one inthe morning 3
~ when, finding my cruel abufer falt afleep, I.
begged fome of his flaves to flacken the rope
that was rqund my body, that my feet might
reft on fomething, This they did at the rifk
of being cruelly abufed by their mafter, who
beat fome of them feverely at firlt for not
_ tying me when he commanded them, Whilft
T remained in this condition, till betweep five
and fix o’ clock next morning, I truft prayed
" 10 God to forgive this blafphemer, who cared
not what he did, but when he got up out of
bis fleep in the morning was of the very fame
T o temper

i R — P EE T A
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temper and difpofition.as when he left - me at
night, When they got up the anchor, and
the veflel was getting under way, I once more.
cried and begged to be releafed; and now,
being fortunately in the way of their hoifting-
the fails, they loofed me. When I was let
down, I fpoke to one Mr. Cox, a carpenter,
whom I knew on board, on the impropriety
of thiscondu&. He alfo knew the Doctor,
and the good opinion he ever had of me, This -
man then went to the captain, and told him
not to carry me away-in that manner; that I
was the Doftor’s fteward, who regarded me -
very highly, and would refent this ufage when
he fhould come to know.it. On which he de-~
fired a young man to put me athoreiu a fmall
canoe I brought with me. This found gladden=
ed my heart, and I got haftdy into the canoe,
and fet off, whilft my tyrant'was down in the
€abin; but he foon fpied me out, when 1 was
not above thirty or forty yards from the veflel,
and running upon the deck with a loaded
mufket in his hand, he prefented it at me, and .
Fwore heavily and dreadfully that he wculd -
fhoot me that inftant, if I did not,come back
en hoard. As | knew the wretch would have
done ashe faid, without hefitation, I put pack
to the veflel again; but, as the good Lord
would have it, jult as I was alongfide, he was.
Osj - abufing



[ 322 ]
abufing the captam for Iemng me go from the
velfel ; which the captain returned, and both
of them foon got into a very great heat. "The
young-man that was with me, now got out of
the canoe; the veflel was failing on faft with
a fmooth fea; and I then thought it was neck
of nothlng, fo at that inftant I fet off 4gain,
for my life, in the | canoe, towards the fhore ;
and fortunately the confufion was fo great
. amongft them on beard, that I got cut
" of the reach of the mu{ket-fhot unnotiged,
while the veffel failed on with a “fair. wind a
different way ; fo that they could not overtaké
me without tacking: buf, even before that
could be done, T fhould have been on fhore,
which I foon reached, with many thanks to
God for this unex ected deliverance. T then :
went and told the other owner, who liveéd near
the fhore (with whom T had agreed f'or my
paﬂ'age) of the ufage I had met with. ” He
was very much aftonithed, and’ appeared very
forry for it. After treating me with kindnefs,
he gave me fome refrefhment, and.three heads -
of roafted Indian corn, for a voyage of about
eighteenmiles fouth, to look foranother veflel.
‘He then direfted me to an Indian chief of a
diftri&t, who was aifo the Mufquito admiral;
~and fiad once been at our dwelling ; dfter

whv:h 1 fet off with the canoe acrofs a large
, . -~ lagoon:
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Tagoon alone (for I could not get any one to"
aflit me), though I was much jaded, and had
pains in my bowels, by means of the rope I
had hung by the night before. . I was there-
fore at different times unable to manage the
canoe, for the paddling was very laborious.
However, aliitle before dark, I got'to my def-
“tined place, where {fome of the Indians knew
me, and received me kindly. I afked for
the admiral; and they conducted me to his
dwelling. He was glad to [ee me, and re-
frethed me with fuch things as™ the place af<
forded; and I had a hammock to fleep in.
~ They ‘alted towards me more like Chriftians
‘than thole whites I was amongft the laft night,
though they had been baptifed. "I told the
admiral I wanted to go to the next port to get
a veflel to carry me to Jamaica; and requefted
him to fend the canoe back which I then-had,
* for which I was to pay him. He agreed with
me, and fent five able Indians with a large .
canoe to carry my things to my intended
place, about fifty miles; and we fet off the
next morning. When we got out of the la«
goon, and went along fhore, the fea was' for
high, that the canoe was oftentimes very near
being filled with water. We were obliged to
go athore, and drag her acrofs different necks
of land; we were alfo two nights in’ the
{wamps,,
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fwamps, which fwarmed with Malquito flies,
and they proved troublefome to ws. This .’
tirefome journey of land and water ended,
however, on the third day, to my great joy;-
~ and I got on board.of a floop commanded
by one Captain ' l!'crmin-g. She was thenr .
partly loaded, and he told me he was expelt~
ing daily to fail for Jamaica; and having’
agreed with me to work my paflage, I went.
to work accordingly. . I was net many days:
on board before we failed; but, to my forraw.. ~
_and difappoinynent, though wled to: fuel:
tricks, we went to the fouthward along. the
Mufquito fhore, inftead of fteering for: Ja-
apatea. I was compelled to affift in cutting a
great deal of mahogany wood on the fhofe-as.
we-coafted along it, and load the veffel with
it, before fhe failed. This fretted me much;
but, as I didnot know how to help myfelf
among thefe -deccivers, I thought patience
was the only remedy I had left,and even that
was forced, There was much hard work and,
little victuals-on board, except by good luck
‘we heppened to catch turtles, On this-coal .
there wag alfo 4 partigular kind of fith called .
manatee, which is moft excellent eating, and -
the flefh is more like beefthan fith; the {cales
are as large as a fhilling, and the lkin thicker
than I ever faw that of any other filh. Wid:lilm
o \ . o the

N
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the brackifly waters along fhore there were,
likewife vaft numbers of .alligators, which:
made the fifly fcarce. I was on board this.
floop fixteen days, during which, in eur

coafting, we came to another place, where -

~ there was a fmaller floop called the Indian

Queen, commanded. by one John. Baker.
He alflo was an Englithman, and -had been:
a long time along the fhore trading for
wrtle fhels and filver, and had: got a good
quantity of each on board. He wanted
fome. hands- very much; and, underftanding
I was a free-man, and wanted  to go to
Jamaica, he told me if he could get one
or two 'men more, that he would fail imme-
diately for that .ifland ; he alfo pretended
to fhew me fome marks of attention. and
" refpe&, and promifed to give me forty:five
fhiltings fterling a month if I would go with

. . him. I thought this much better than cutti

‘wood for nothing. I therefore told the other .
captain that [ wanted to goto Jamaica in the
other veffel ;- but he would not liften to me ;.
and, {eeing me refolved . to ‘go in a day or.
two, he got the veflel under fail, intending to
carry me away againft my will. " This treat—
ment mortified me extremely. I immedi-
ately according to the agreement I had made
- with the captain of the Indian Queen, called

“for'her boat, which was lying near us, and it

' ‘ came
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came -along-fide ; and, by the means of g
north pole thipmate which I met with in the
floop I was in; I got my things into the boat,
“and wenton board of the Indran Queen, July
the 1oth. A few .days after I was there, we
got all things ready and failed; but again, to
my great mortification, this veflel Rill went
to the fouth, nearly as far as Carthagena,
trading along 'the coaft, inflead of going to

amaica, as ‘the captain had promifed me:
-and, what was worft of all, he was a very
cruel and bloody-minded man; and was a
horrid blafphemer. Among others, he had a

« white pilot, one Stoker, whom he beat often -

as feverely as he'did fome negroes he had on
board. © One night.in particular, after he had
beaten this man moft cruelly, he put him into
the boat,’and made two negroes row him to

a defolate key, or fmall ifland; and he loaded -
two piftols, and ‘fwore bitterly that he would'

fhoot the negroes if they brought Stoker
on board again. There was not the leaft
doubt but that'he would do as he faid, and

the two poor fellows were obliged to obey .

the cruel mandate; but, when the captain
* was afleep, the two negroes took a blanket,
at the rifque of their lives, and carried it
to the unfortunate Stoker, which I believe
was the means of faving his life from the an-
noyance of infe€ls. A great deal of entreaty

- . was

-
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was’ u{’ed ‘with the captam the néxt day, be- .
fore he would confent to let Stoker come on
board ;' and when the poor man was: brought
on board he was very ill, fiom" his - fituation
daring the night, and he remairied fo till -he
was drowned a little time after. Aswe'faHed
fouthward we came to- many ' uninhabited
iftands,  which were overgrown: with fine
large cocoa nut trees, As I wasvery much
in"want of provifions, ‘I brought a boat -lead
of the nuts on board, which lafted ‘me
and others for feveral- wecks, -and afforded
us many a delicious repaft.in onr fcarcity.
One day, before this, I'could not help ob.
ferving the providential hand of Gad, that
ever fupplies all our wants, theugh in‘the
ways and “manner we ' know not. I had™-
been a whole day without food,. and .thade - -
fignals for boats to come’ off, but i vain,
1 therefore earneftly” prayed to- Ged for
relief'in my need; and at the-clofe of the
evening I went off the deck. - Juft:aa } laid
‘down I heard a noife on the-deck;. and, not
l’mowmg what it meant, - I went dtre&ly
" the deck again, when what thould I fee- but a.
fine large fifh, about feven or eight- pounds,
which had Jumped aboard ! I took it, and ad=
mired, with thanks, the good:hand of God
~and what I confidered as'not léfs extraordi-

nary, the captain, who was very avaricious,
did

~
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did notattempt to take it from me, there be-.
itng enly him and ¥ on board; for the reft
were all gone athoretrading. Sometimes the
people did not come off for fome days: this
ufed to fret the captain, and then he would
vent his fury on me by beating me, or mak-
ing me feel in other cruel ways. -One day
efpecially, in bis wild, wicked, and mad ca-
reer, after ftriking me feveral times with dif-
ferent things, and once acrofs ‘my mouth,
even with a red burning fick out of the
fire, he got a barrcl of gunpowder on the
deck, and {wore that he would blow up the
veflel. 1 was then at my wit’s end, and
earneflly prayed to .God to dire&t me. The
kead. was out of the barrel; and the cap-
tain took a lighted flick out of the fire to
blow-himfelf and me up, becaufe there was
a veflel then in fight coming in, which he
fuppoled was a_ Spanifk Guarda Cofta, and
ke was afraid of falling into their hands.
Sceing this, I got am axe, upnoticed by-
him, and placed myfelf betweer him and
the powder, having refolved in myfelf, as
foon as he attempted to put the fire in the
- barrel, to chop him down that inftant, ¥ was
more than an hour in this fituation; during
which he ftruck me often, ftill keeping the
~ fire in his hand for this wicked purpofe. I
really fhould have thought myfelf juftifiable

, 4 n
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in any other part of the world if I had killed
him, and prayed to God, who gave me a

mind which refted folely on himfelf. Iprayed

for refignation, that his will might be done =

and the following two portions of his holy .

word, which occurred to my mind, buoyed

up my hope, and kept me from taking the
life of this wicked man. ¢ He hath deter=

. ¢ mined thé times before appointéd, and fet

¢ bounds to our habitations, A&s xvii. 26.
And, <« Who is there among you that feareth

¢ the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his fer~
¢ vant, that walketh in darkne{s and hath no
¢ light? let him truft in the name of the Lord,

. ¢ and ftay upon his.God,, Maiah J.10. And

this, by the grace of God. F was enabled to

- do. I found him a prefent help in the time
of need, and the captain’s fury began to fub~ -
fide as the night approached : but I found, .

« That he who cannot flem his anger™ tide, .

" *'Durh a wild horfe without a bridle ride.”™ b
The next morning we difcovered that the
veflel which had caufed fuch a fury in the
captain was an Englifh floop. They foon
came to an anchor where we were, and, to
my no {mall furprife, I learned that Dr. Ir«
ving was on board of her on his way from the

. Mulquito fhore to Jamaica, I was for going

N o ‘ immediately
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tmmediately to fee this old mafter and friend,
but the taptain would not {fuffer me to leave
the veflel.. Ithen informed ‘the: Doftor, -by
letter, how I was treated;, and begged. .that
he would take me out of the floop: But he .
informed me that it was not in his power, as
he was a paffenger himf{€lf ;- but he fent me
fome rum and fugar for my own ufe. T row
learned that, afterI had left the eftate which
I managed for this gentleman on:the Muf-
quito fhore, durin? which the flaves were
well fed ‘and ‘comfortable, a white overfeer
had fupplied my place: This man, through
inhumanity and ifl-judged avarice, béat and
cut the’ poor flaves moft unmercifully; and
the confequence was, that every one got into
a large Puriogua canoe, and endeavoured to’
efcape; but, not knowing where to go, or
how ‘to manage - the ' canoe, they were all
drowned; in confequence of which the Poc= .
tor’s plantation was left uncultivated, and he
was now returning to Jamaica to purchafe
more flaves, and ftock itagain. . - .
- On-the 14th of Otober, the Indian Queen
arrived at Kingfton in Jamaica. When we
were unloaded I demanded my wages, which
amounted to eight pounds five thillings fter-
ling; but -Captain Baker refufed to give me
ene farthing, although it. was the hardeft
: ‘ : carned
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earned money I ever worked for in' my life.
1 found out Dr. Irving upon this, and ac-
quainted him of the captain’s knavery. He
did alt he could to help me to get my money-;
and we went to every magiftrate in Kingfton
(and there were nine), but they all refufed to
do any thing for me, and faid my oath could
not be admitted againft a white man, Nor
was this all; for Baker threatened that he
would beat me feverely if he could catch me,
for attempting-to demand my money ; and
this he would have done; but I got, by
means of Dr. Irving, under the proteétion of
Capt. Douglas, .of the Squirrel. man of war,
I thought this exceeding hard ufage; though
indeed I found it to be too much the practice
there to pay free negro men for their labeur
. in this.-manner; _ ' -

-~ One day I went with a free negro taylor,
named Joe Diamond, to one Mr. Cachran
who was indebted to him fome trifling fum;
‘and the man, not being able to get his mo-
ney, began to murmur. The other.imme-
diately took a horle-whip to pay him with it;
but, by.the help of a good pair of heels, the .
taylor got off. Such oppreflions as thefe
made me feek for a veflel to-get off the ifland
as faft as I could: and, by the mercy of God,
I found a thip in November bound for Iiln%-

an

-
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Jand, when I embarked with a coniioy, after

having taken a laft farewel of Doctor Irving.
When [ left Jamaica he was employed in re-
fining fugars; and fome months after my ar-
" rival in England I learned, with much-for-

row, that this my amiable friend was dead,

owing to his having eatenfome poifoned fith.

- We had many beavy gales of wind in our

paffage ; in the courfe of which no material
*accident occurred, except that an American
* privateer, falling in with the fleet, was cap-
tured and fet fire t@ by his Majefty’s fhip the
Squirrel. o SR

On January the feventh,. 17’77, we arrived

“at Plymouth, I was happy oace more ta

tread upon Englith ground; and, after paff~

ing fome little time at Plymouth and Exeter,

among fome pious friends, whom I was happy

to fee, I went to London with a heart replete

 with thanks to God for pafk mercies.

.

. gH'AP! o
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Different tranfaétions of the author’s life till the
prefent time-- His application to the late Bifhop

of -London to be appointed a miffionary to A-

- frica—Some account of his _fhare in the con—
duét of the late eapedstion to Sierra Leona—
Petition to the Qfcen—~His marriage—Con-

cufion. ! ' '

. Sucu were the various fcenes which I was
a witnefs to, and the'fortune I experienced
until the year 1777 Since that period my
life has been more uniform, and the incidents
of it fewer, than in any other equal number
of years preceding; I therefore haften to the
conclafion of a narrative, which 1 fear ‘the
reader may think already fufficiently tedious.
- I'had fuffered {o many impofitions in. my
commercial tranfactions in different parts of
the world, that I became heartily difgufted
with the feafaring life, and was determined
Rot to return to it at leaft for fome time. I
therefore oncemore engaged in fervice thortly
after my return, and continued for the moft
part in this fituation until 1984.
Soon after my arrival in }_‘o‘ndon, Ifaw a
remarkable circumftance relative to African
: complexion,
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complexion, whnch I thouoht fo. extraordmary
that I beg leave jult to mentlon it: A white -
negro woman, that I. had formerly feen in
London and other parts, had married a white
man by ‘whom fhe had three-boys, and they
were every one mulattoes, and yet they had
fine light hair. In 779, 1 ferved Governor
Macnamara, who had been a confiderable
time on the coaft of Africa. Inthe time of
~ myferviceI ufed to afk frequently otherfer-
-vants to join me in family prayer ; ‘but this -
only excited their mockery. However the
Governor underftanding that T was of a re-
ligious turn, wifhed to know #hat religion [
was of ; [ .told him I was a proteftant-of the
church of England, agreeable to the  thirty-

-~ nine articles.of that church; and that whom-

foever I found to preach according to. that -
doftrine, thofe I would hear. -A few days
- after this, we had fome more difcourfe on the

. fame fubje&; when he faid he would, 1f[1
chofe, as he thought I might be of fervice in
~ converting my countrymen to the Gofpel
faith, get me fent out asa miffionary to:Afri-
ca. Lat firk refufed going, and told him
how 1 had been ferved on a like occafion by
fome white people the laft voyage 1 went to
amaica, when [ attempted, (ifit were the
. will of God ) to be the means of converting
the Indian prince ; and fald I fuppofed they
~ would

-
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wou!d ferve me worfe than Alexanddr the
“copperfmith did ~t. Paul, if I fhou'd attempt
to go a‘nongflt them in Africa. He told me
not t; fear, for he would apply to the Bithop
of London to get me ordained. On thefe
terms | confented to the Governor’s propofat
to go to Africa, in hope of doing good, if
poflible, among[t-‘ my countrymen; f{o, in
order to have me fent out propeily, we imme-
diately wrote the following letters to the late
Bifhop of London: -

To the Right Revercnd Fatlzcr in God, ROBERT;
. Lord Bifkop of London,, L
The MEMORIAL OF Gusravus VASSA,
SHEWETH, *

. THar your mcmonah& is a na-
tive of Africa, and has a knowledge of the
manners and cuftoms of the mhabltants of
- that country,

That your memorialift has reﬁded in d1f~
ferent parts of Europe for twenty-two years
laft paft, and embraced the Chnﬁlan fanh in
the year 1759.

Thatyour memonah{’c isdefirous of return-
ing to Africaas a mlﬂionary if encouraged
by your Lordfhip, in hopes of being able to
prevail upon his countrymen to become Chrif-
tians ; and your memorialift isthe more in-
duced to uridertake the fame from the fuc-

: X eefs
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cefs that has attended the like undertakmgs“
when encouraged by the Portuguefe through
their different fettlements-on the ceaft of

Africa, and alfo by the Dutch: both govern.
" ments encouraged- the blacks, who by their
education are qualified to undertake the fame,
and are found more proper than - Europein
clergymen, unacquainted . with the language
and cuftoms of the country,

Your memorialift’s only motive for folicit-
ing the office of a miffionary is, that he may
be a means, under God," of reforming his
countrymen, and perfuadlng them to embrace
the chriftian religion. Therefore your me-
morialift humbly prays your Lordlhip’s en-
«couragement and fupport in the undertaking:

GUSTAVUS VASSA.

At Mr..Guthrie's, Taonr,
. No. 17, Hedge-lane.

My Lorbo I have refided near feven years
. on the coaft of Africa, for moft part of the
time as commanding officer. From the
knowlédge I have of the country and its in-
‘habitants, I am inclined to think that the
within plan will be attended with great fuc-
- cefs, if countenanced by your. Lordfhip. I
~6eg leave further to reprefent to your Lord-
Thip that the like attempts, when encoutaged
, .by other governmems, have met with un-

R _ common
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common fuccefs; and at this very time | know
a very refpetable charadter a black prieft at
Cape Coatft Caftle. ' I know the within-named
Guftavus Vaffa, and believe him a moral good
man, I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordfhxp s
humble and obedxcnt fervant,
, - -MATT. MACNAMARA‘
' Grove, r1th March 1779. :
~ This letter was alfo accompamed by the .
followmo from Doctor Wallace, who had re-
fided in Africa for many years, and -whofe
fentiments on the fubje@ of the African mif-"
- fion were the fame W1th Governor Macna-
mora’s: -
My LORD, ‘ . March 13, 1799.

I have refided near five years on.
Senegambia on the coaft of Africa, and have
had the honour of ﬁllmg very confiderable
employments in that province. 1 do approve
of the within plan, and think the undertak-
. ing very laudably and proper, and that it de-
ferves your Lordfhip’s protection and encou-.
ragement, in which cafe it muft be attended °
with the intended fuccefs. 1 am, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s
“humble and obedient fervant,
( T HOMAS WALLACE.

ety : P : With



[ 338 1

_ With thefe letters, I waited on the Bifhop by
- the Governor’s defire, and prefented them to-
his Lordfhip. He received me with much con-

defcenfion and politenefs; but, from foine cer--
tain {cruples of delicacy, and faying the Bithops

were not of opinion in fending a riew miffionary~
to Africa, he declined to ordain.me.

My fole motive for thus dwelling on this
tranfaction, or imlerting thefe papers, is the opi-
nion which: gentlemen of fenfe asd education,
- who are acquainted with Africa, entertain of
the probability of converting the inhabitants of
it to the faith of Jefus Chnft, if the attempt
were countenanced by the legiflature.

Shortly after this I left the Governor, and
ferved a nobleman in the Dorfetfhire militia,
with whom-I was encamped at Coxheath for
fome time; but the operations there were too
~ minute and uninterefting to make a detail of.

In the year 1783, I vifited eight counties
in Wales, from motives of curiofity. While-
-1 was in that part of the country I was led to

go down into a coal-pit in Shropthire, but my
curiofity nearly coft me my life; for while I
was in the pit the coals fell in, and buried one
poor man, who was not far from me: upon-
. this I got out as faft I could, thinking the fur-
face of the eaith the fafeft part of it.

In the fpring of 1784, I thought of viﬁtir;g

AN o
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. old ocean again. In confequence of this I
embarked- as fteward on b.ard a fine new
thip called the London, commanded by Mar-
tia Hopkins, and failed for New York. I
admired this city very muci; it is large and
well built, and abounds with provifions of all:
kinds. : , ,
~ Our fhip having. got laden, we returned
to London in January 1785. When fhe was
ready again for another voyage, the eaptain
being an agreeable man, I failed with him-
from hence in the fpring, March 1785, for
Philadelphia. * On the sth of April we took
our departure from the land’s end, with a
,pleafant gale; and about nine o’clock that
night the moon fhone bright, and the fea was

~ fmooth, while our fhip was going free by the
wind at the rate of about four or five miles.
an hour.—At this time another fhip was going -
‘nearly as faftas’ we on the -oppofite point,
meeting us right in the teeth, yet none on
board obferved cither fhip unul we ftruck .
each other forcibly head and head, to the
aftonithment and confternation of both crews.
She did us much damage, but I believe we did
her more; for when we pafled by each other,
which we did very quickly, they called to us te
"bring to, and hoift out our boats, but we had
enough to do to mind ourfelves; and in about .
cight. minutes we faw no more of her. We re-

o P2 = fitted

.
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fitted as well as we could the next day, and .
proceeded on our voyage, and in May arrived
. at Philadelphia. . o
I was very glad to fee this favourite old
town once more ; and my pleafure was much
increafed in feeing the worthy Quakers free-
ing and ‘eafing the burthéns of many of my
opprefled African brethren. It rejoice my
heart when one of thefe friendly people took -
me to fee a fiee-fchool they had ereéted for
every denomination of black people, whofe
minds are,cultivated here, and forwarded to
virtue; and thus they are made ufeful mem-
bers of the community. Does not the fuccefs
of this practice fay loudly to the planters, in
-the language of fcripture—< Go ye, and do
« likewife?” = . - - : .
In O&ober 1785, I was accompanied by
fome of the Africans, and prefented this ad-
drefs of thanks to the gentlemen called Friends
or Quakers, in Whitehart-court, Lombard-
fteet: - '
GENTLEMEN. , . :
By reading your book, intitled, A
Caution to Great - Britain and her Colonies,
concerning  the Calamitous State of the en-
flaved Negroes, We, part of the poor, op-
prefled, needy, and much degraded negroes
" defire to approach you, with this addrefs of -
tharks, with our inmoit love and warmeft
- I- . acknow-
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acknowledgment ; and with the deepeft fenfe
_of your benevolence, unwearied labour, and
kind interpofition, towards breaking the yoke
of flavery, and to adminiftér a little comfort
and eafe to thoufands and tens of thoufands
" of very grievoufly afflited and too heavy bur-
thened negroes. g ) '
" Gentlemen, could you, by prefeverance, at
laft be enabled, under God, to lighten in any
degree the heavy burthen of the afflicted, no
~ doubt it would, in fome meafure, be the pof-
fible means, under God, of faving the fouls of
‘many of the oppreflors; and if fo, fure we are
that the God, whofe eyes are ever upon all
~ his creatures, and always rewards_every true -
-aét of virtue, and regards the prayers of the
opprefled, will give to you and yours thofe
bleflings which it is not in our power to ex-
‘prefs or conceive, but which we, as- a part of
thote caprivated, oppreflfed, and afli¢ted peo-
- ple, moft earneftly with and pray for. o
Thefe gentlemen received us very kindly,
with a promif: to exert themfelves on behalf
of the opprefled Africans, and we parted.
- While n town, [ chanced once to be invit-
ed to a Quaker’s wedding. The fimple and
yet expreriive mode ufed at their fclemniza-
tions is worthy of note. * The following is the
- true form of it: -
Near the clofe of 2 meeting for worfhip,
P3 N wherein
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wherein there are frequently feafonable exhort-
ations from fome of their minifters, the bride
and bridegroom ftand up, and, taking each
other by the hand in a folemn manner, the
man audibly declares to this purpofe :
« Friends, in the fear of the Lord, and be--
fore this affembly, I take this my friend, M.
N. to be my wife; promifing, through divine
afliftance, to be unto her a loving and faithful
hufband until it fhall pleafe the Lord by death
- to feparate us:” and the woman makes the like
.declaration. - Then the man and woman fign

their names to the certificate, and as many

witnefles as have a mind. I had the homour to -
fubfcribe mine to a certificate in Whitehart-

Court, Lombard-Street. This mode I highly
recommend. -

We returned to Londow in Auguft; and
.our fhip not going immediately to fea, T fhip-
ped as a fteward in an American fhip called
the-Harmony, Captain John Willett, and left
London in March 1786, bound to Philadel-

" phia. Eleven days after failing, we. carried
" our foremaft away. We had a nine weeks
paffage, which caufed our trip not'to fucceed
well, the market for our goods proving bad ;
and, to make it wqrfe, my commander began
to play me the like tricks as others tvo often

- practice on free negroes in-the Weft Indies.
But, I thank God, 1 found many friends hc;xe,

: o wha
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who in fome meafare prevented him. Onmy
return to London i Auguft, I was very agree-
-ably farprifed to find, that the benevolence of
government had adopted the plan of fome
- philanthropic individuals, to fend the Africans
from hence to their native quarter, and that
- fome veflels were then engaged to carry them -
‘to,Sterra Leona; an a& which redounded to
the honour of #ll concerned in-its promotion,
~andfilted me with prayers and much rejoicing.
“Thete was'-then in the city a fele€t committee
of igentlemen for the black poor, to fome of -
wehom I-had the honour of being known; "and,
as' foon as they heard of my arrival, they fent
for me to the cothmittee. When I came
diere, they informed rhe of ‘the inteation of
government; and, as they feemed to think me
gualified to fuperintenid part of the undertak-
- ing, they afked me to go with the black poor

to Africa. I.pointed out to them many objec- ~

tiohs to ‘my going ;- and particuledy 1 exprefis
‘ed for‘hemc}l'if%;ulﬁes‘ on p:ile ac'cg‘znt ::F _the
flave-dealers, as I wou'd certainly oppofe their
traffic in the’ hutan fpecies by evety means in
‘my powtr. -However, thiefe objections wete .
.overruled by the gentlemen of .the committee,
who prevailed on me to confent to go; and re-
commended-'meé to the Honourable Commaif- -
fioners of his Majefty’s Navy, as a proper. per=
fon to a& as commiffary for goveétnment in the
o 4 . in-
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intended expedition; and. they aceerdingly ap-

pointed me in November 1786 to that office;

and gave me fufficient power to a& for the

government in- the capacity of commiffary,

having received my warrant and the following
- order: B -

By the principal Officers and Commiffioners of

bis Majefly’s Navy.. o
-~ WHEREAs you are dire&ted, by our war-
rant of the 4th of laft month, to receive into
"your charge, from Mr. Jofeph Irwin, the fur-
plus provifions remaining of what was provid-
ed for the voyage, as well as the provifions. for
the fupport of the black poor, after the land-
ing at Sierra Leona, with the clothing, tools,
and all other articles provided at government’s
expence; and as the provifions were laid in at
the rate of two months for the voyage,. and for
four months after the landing, but the number
embarked being fo much lefs than we expect-
ed, whereby there may be a confiderable - fur-
plus of provifions, clothing, &c.; thefe are;
in addition to former orders; to dire& and re-
quire you to appropriate or difpofe of fuch fur-

Plus to the beft advantage you-can for the be-

nefit of government, keeping and rendering to
us a faithful account of what you do herein.
And for your guidance in preventing any white
. perfons going, who are not intended to have

3 the
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" the indulgence of being carried thither, we
fend you herewith a lift of thofe recommend-
ed by the committee for the black poor,
‘as proper perfons to be permitted to embark,.
anda’ cquaint you that you are not to fuffer
any others to go who do not produce a certi-
ficate from the eommittee for the black poor,. .
~ of their having their permiffion for it. For
which. this fhall be your warrant. Dated at
the Navy-Office, January 16, 1787.

~ To Mr. Guftavus Vaffa, Com- _ J. Hinsrow.

miflary of Provifionsand Stores. - - Geo. MarsH.,
~ for the Black Poor to Sierra W. PaLmER.

T proceeded immediately ‘to the executing
of my duty on board the veflels deftined for-
the voyage, where I continued till the March
following. - ,
During my continuance in the employment:
of government I was ftruck with the flagrant
abufes committed by the agent, and' endea-
voured to remedy them, but without effect.
One inftance, among many which ¥ could pra-
duce, may ferve as a fpecimen. Government
-had ordered to be -provided all neceffaries
(flops, as they are called; included) for 750
perfons; however, not being able to mufter: -
more than 426, I was ordered to fend the fu-
: - Ps it fupus
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rfluons flops, &c. to the king's ftores at
Portimouth; but, when I demanded them for~
that purpofe from the agent, it appeared they
. had néver been bought, though paid for by
‘government. But that was not all, govern-
ment were not the only objects of peculation;
thefe poor people fuffered infinitely more;
their accommodations were moft wretched ;
many of them wanted beds, and many more
clothing and other neceffaries. For the truth
of this, and much more, I do not feek credit
from my own affertion. 1 appeal to the tefti-
mony of Capt. Thompfon, of the Nautilus,
who convoyed us, to whom I applied in Fe-

brury 1787 for a remedy, when I had remon-
ftrated to the agent in vain, ‘and even brought’
him to be a witnefs of the injuftice and oppref-

fion I complained of. I appeal alo 10 a letter
written by thefe wretched people, fo early as
~ the beginning of the preceding January, and -
ublithed ,in . the Morning Herald, on the
'ﬁmr;h of that month, figned by twenty of their
chiefs, o :
" I could nat filently fuffer government to be
thus cheated, and my countrymen plundered
- and opprefled, and even left deftitute of the
peceflaries for almoft their exiftence. - I there-
~ fore informed the Commiffioners of the Navy
* of the agent’s proceeding; but .my difmii-
fion was foon a?r.er procured by means of a
o : o gentleman
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gentleman in the city, whorh the agent, con- .
fcious of his peculation, had deceived by let- |
ters; and who, moreover, empowered the fame

.agent to receive on board, at the government -
expence, a2 number of ‘perfons as paffengers,
ohtrary to the orders I received. By this 1

fuffered a confiderable lofs in my property:
however, the Commiflioners were fatisfied
‘with my condué, and wrote to Capt. Thomp="
“fon, expreffing their approbation of it.

~~ "Thus provided, they proceeded on their
voyage; and at laft, worti out by treatment,
perhaps not the ‘moft ild, and wafted by
ficknefs, brought on by want of medicine,
clothes, bedding, &c. ‘they reached Sierra’
Leona juft at the commencement of the rains.
At that feafon of the year it is impofiible to

. cultivate the lands; their provifions therefore
‘were_exhaufted ‘before they could derive any
benefitfrom agriculture; and it is not ﬁrrprit}-’ )
_ing that many, efpecially the lafcars, whofe
<conftitutions are very tender, and who had been .
cooped up in fhips from O&obes to June, and
accommodated.in the manner I have mention-
ed, fhould be fo wafted by their confinement
as not long to furvive it. - '

Thus ended my part of 'the long-talked of
expedition to Sierra Leona; an expedition -
which, however unfortunate in the event, was
bumane and politic in its defign; nor was its

' - b - failure
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failure owing to government : -every, thi was
done on their part; but there was evidently
fufficient miimanagement attending the con-
duct and execution of it to defeat its fuccefs.
I fhould not have been fo ample in my ac-
count of this tranfaction, had not the fhare I
bore in it been made: the fubjet of partial ani-
madverfion, and even my difmiffion from my
employment thought worthy of being made
by fome matter of public triumph. The mo-
tives which might influence any perfon to def-
cend to a petty conteft with an ebfcure Afri-
can, and to feek gratification by his depreffios,
perhaps it is not proper here to inquire into or
- relate, even if its detection were neceffary to
‘my vindication #; but I thank Heaven it is
‘not. I wifh to ftand - by my own mtegrxty,
and not to thelter myfelf under the impropriety”
of another; ‘and I truft the behaviour of the
Commiffioners of the Navy to'me entitle me
to make this affertion; for after 1 had been
difmiffed, March 24, 1 drcw up a memoru.l '
thus:

To the Right Honourable the Lord.s Comm: ] oner:
: of bis Majefty’s Trez_z/my e
The Memorial and Petition of GusTavus Vassa,

& black man, late Comsisi ]dry t0 tbe Blac/a Poor
gomg to AFRICA.

'.

[N

® Sce the Pubhc Advsrtafer, ]uly 14y 1787
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HUMBLY- SHEWETH, = o

THat your Lordfhips memorialift
was, by the Honourable the Commiffioners -
of his Majefty’s Navy, on the 4th ef Decem- -
ber laft, appointed to the above cmployment
by warrant from that board;

. That he accordingly proceeded to the exe-
cution. of his duty on board of the Vernon,
. being one of the thips appointed to proceed to

«Africa with the above poor;

That your memorialift, to his great grief
and aftonithment, received a letter of difmif-
fion from the Honourable- Commiffioners of
the Navy, by your Lordthips orders:

- That, confcious of having atted with the
moft perfeét fidelity and the greateft aﬂidulty
in difcharging the truft repofcd in him, he is
altogether at a.lofs to conceive the reafons of
your Laordthips having altered the favourable
opinon you were pleafed to -conceive of him, .
fenfible that your Lordfhips would not pro-
ceed to o fevere a meafure without forne. ap-
parent good caufe; he therefore has every rea-
fon to believe that his conduct has been grofsly
mifreprefented to your LOI‘dﬂ'llpb, and he'ig
the more confirmed .in his opinion, bccaufe,
by oppofing meafures .of others concerned in
the fame expedition,, which tended ta défeat .
your - Lordfhips.. humane ‘intentions, .and ta
‘ put the govcmmcnt to.a very cenfiderable
v add:tional
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additional ex'pence,\ he created a numbei’ of .
enemies, whofe mifreprefentations, he has too
gnuch reafon to believe, laid the foundartion

. of his difmiflion. Unfupported by friends;

ahd unaided by the advantages of a liberal
education, he can only hope for redrefs from
the juftice of his caufe, in addition to the
mortification of having beeén removed from
his employment, and the advantage which
~ he reafonably might have expeted to have
derived therefrom. He has had® the misfor-
- tune to have furk a confiderable part of his
littke propeity in fitting himfelf out, and in
“other expences arifing out of his fituation,-an
account’ of which he here-annexes. Your
memorialiit will not trouble your Lordfhips
with a vindication of any part of his condudt,
becaufe he knows not o,fP what. crimes he is
accufed ; he, however earneftly intreats that
you will be pleafed to direét an inquiry into
his behaviour during the time he acted in the
public fervice; and, if it be found that his
difmiffien arofe from falfe reprefentations, he
is confident that in your Lordfhips’ juftice he
fhall find redrefs. R :
« Your petitioner therefore humbly prays
that your Lordthips will take his cafe into
confideration, and that’ you will be pleafed to
- order payment of the above ‘referved to ac-
count, amounting t0 33l 4s. and alfo the
I i wages
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wages mtended which is moft humny fub—
mitted. ~ > Londen, May, 12, 1787.

The abovc petition was delivered into the
hands of their Lordthips, who were kind
enough, in the fpace of fome few months af-

terwards, without hearing, to order. me 5ol

fterling—that is, 18l wages for the time (up-
wards of four months) ‘1 acted a faithful part
in their fervice—Certainly the fum is more
than a free négro would havc had in the weft- .
ern colonies!!!

From that pcnod to thc prefent time my

life has paffed in an even- tenor, and great
“part of my ftudy and attention has been to
aflift in the caufe of my much mJured coun-
trymen.

. March the 21t, 1788, I had the henour of
prefenting the Queen with a petition on- behalf
of my African brethren, which was received
moft gracioully by her Majefty *; -

To the QUEEN’s Moft Excellent Majqﬂy
MapaMm,. .
Your Majefty’s well known bene-
volence and humanity. embolden me ‘to ap-
proach your royal prefence,. trufting. that the
obfcurity of my fituation will not prevent your
Majefty from attending to the fufferings for
whlch I plead.

* At the requet of fome of my moft particular friends
I take the liberty of inferting it herc

yet
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Yet I do not folicit your royal pity for my
own diftrefs: my fufferings, although nume-
rous, are in a meafure forgotten. I fupplicate
your Majefty’s compaflion for millions of my
African countrymen, who groan under the lafh
of tyranny in the Weft Indies. '

. The oppreflion and cruelty exercifed to the
unhappy negroes there, have at length reached -
" the Britfh legiflature, and they are now deli-
berating on its redrefs; even feveral perfons
of property in flaves in the Weft Indies have
titioned parliament againft its continuance,
enfible that it is as tmpolitic as it-is unjuft—
and what is inhuman muft ever be unwife.
- Your Majefty’s reign has been hitherto
diftinguifhed by private acts of benevolence -
and bounty; furely the more extended the mi-
fery is, the greater claim it has to your Ma-
jefty’s compaffion, and the greater muft be
your Majefty’s pleafuré in adminiftering to its

« relief.

1 prefume, therefore, gracious Queen, ta
~ implore your interpofition with. your royal
confort, in favour of the wretched Africans 5
that, by your Majefty’s benevolent influence,
a period may now be but ‘to their mifery;
and that they may be raifed from the condi-
tion of brutes, to which they are at prefent
degraded, to the rights and fituation of men,
o . ' and
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-and be admitted to partake of the bleflings of
-your Majefty’s happy government; fo fhall
your Majefty enjoy the heart-felt pleafure of
~procuring happinefs to millions, and be ‘re-
-warded in the grateful prayers of themfelves,
and of their pofterity. - I
And may the all-bountiful Creator fhower
‘on your Majefty, and the Royal Family,
every blefling that this world can afford, and
. every fulnets of joy which divine revelation
has promifed us in the next. -~
I am your Majefty’s moft dutiful and
devoted fervant to command,.
GUSTAVUS VASSA,
: : The Opprefled Ethiopian. -
‘No ,3, Baldwin’s-Gardens. : :

The negro cenfolidated aét, made by the
“affembly of Jamaica luft year, and the new
a& of umendmnenr now in agitation rhe. ¢, con-
tain a proof of the exiftence of thofe charges
that have been made agqinft rhe planters re-
lativeto the treatment of their flaves. \

I hope to heve the fatisfattion of feeing
the renovation of liberty and juftice, refting
on the Britith' government, to vindicate the
honour of cur common nature. Thefe are
-concerns which'do not perhaps belong to any
particular office: but, to fpeak more feri-
“oufly; to every man of fentiment, actions ll:kfg

. the
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thefe are the juft and fure foundation of fu-
ture fame ; a reverfion, though remote, is co-
veted by fome noble nrinds as a fubftantial
good. It is upon thefe grounds that I hope
and expe the attention of gentlemen in’po-
wer.  Thefe are defigns confonant to the
clevdtion of their -rank, and the dignity of
their ftatiops: they are ends fuitable to the
nature of a free and generous government;
and, conne&ed with views of empire and do-
minion, fuited. to the berevolence’ and folid
merit df the legiflature. It is a-purfuit of fub-
ftantial greatnefs. May the time come—at
leaft the fpeculation to me is pleafing—when
the fable people  fhall gratefully: commemo-
rate the aufpicious zra of extenfive fretdom.
Then fhall thofe perfons® particularly be
named with praife and honour, who gene-
roufly propofed and ftoad forth in the caufe
of humanity, liberty, and good policy ; and
brought to the ear of the legiflature defigns
worthy of royal patronage and adoption. Ma
Heaven make the Britith fenators the dil{
perfers of light, liberty .and fcience, to the
uttermoft parts -of the earth: Then will be

* Granville Sharp, Efq; the Rev. Thomas Clarkfon;
the Rev. James Ramfay; our approved friends, men of
virtie, are an henbur to their country, ornamental to
" human n?ture‘,‘ happy in themfelves, and benefaltors to

- gaankind _ .
o - | glory
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glory to God in the higheft, on earth peace,
and good-will to men,—Glory, honour, peace,
&c. to every foul of man that worketh good;
~ to the Britons firft, (becaufe to them the gof-
pel is preached), and alfo to the nations.
¢ Thofe that honour their Maker have merey
¢ on the poor.’ ¢ It is righteoufnefs exalteth
¢ anation, but fin is a reproach to any peoplz; .
¢ deftruction fhall be to the workers of 1ni-
¢ quity, . and  the wicked fhall fall by their
¢ own wickednefs.” May the bleflings of the
Lord be upon the heads of all thofe who com-
.miferated the cafes of the oppreffed negroes,
and the fear of God prolong their days; and
may their expetations be filled with gladnefs!
¢ The liberal devife liberal things, and by li-

¢ beral things fhall ftand,” Ifaiah, xxxii. 8. -~

They can fay with. pious Job, ¢ Did ot I weep
¢ for him that was in trouble? Was not my .
¢ foul grieved for the poor?’ Job, xxx. 25.

As the inhuman traffic of flavery is now
taken. into the confideration"of the Britifh le-
giflature, I doubt not, if a fyftem of commerce -
was eftablifhed in Africa, the demand. for ma-
nufaétures will moft rapidly augment, as the
native inhabitants will infenfibly adopt the Bri-
tith fathions, manners, cuftoms, &c. In pro=
portion to the civilization, fo will be the con-"
fumption of Britith manufactures.

The wear and tear ‘of a continent, nearly

twice
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twice as large as Europe, and rich in veoctablc
and mineral produ&xons, is much eafier con-
ceived than calculated.

A cafe in point—It coft the Aborigines of -
Britain little or nothing in clothing, &c. The
difference ‘between t.hexr forefathers and the
- prefent generation, in point of confumption,
is htcrally infinite.  The fuppofition is" moft
obvious. It will be equally immenfe in Afri-
ce—The fame caufe, viz. civilization, will
ever have the fame effe&t. S

It is trading upon fafe grounds A com-
mercial mtcrcourle with Africa opens an in-
exhauflible fource of wealth t)"the manufac-
turing interefts of Great Brirzin, and to all
which the flave-trade is an objection.

If I am not mifinformed, the manufactur-
ing intereft. is equal, if not ful crior to the
‘Janded interefts, as to the value, for reafons
~which will foon appesr. The abolition of
“flavery, fo ciabclical, will give a moft -rapid
extenfion of manufa&xns, which is torally and
diametrically oppofiie to what fome mtezcﬁ:cd
© people affert. :

The manufa@ures of this country muft and
will, in the nature and reafon of thing S, have
a full and conftant cmploy, by fupplymg the
African markets. .

Populatxon, the bowels and furface of Affi-
ca, abound in valuable and ufeful returns;-the

. hidden
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hidden treafures of centuries will be brought
_to light and into circulation. Induftry, en-
terprize, and -mining, will have their full.
fcope, proportionably as they civilize. Ina
word, it lays open an endlefs field of com-
merce to the- Britith manufattures and mer-:
chant adventurer. The manufacturing intereft * -
and the general interefts are fynonimous. The
abolition of flavery would be in reality an uni-
yverfal good. .

Tortures, murder, and every other imagin-
able barbarity and iniquity, are practifed upon
the poor flaves with "impunity. I hope the
flave-trade will be abolifhed. I pray it may.
be an event at hand.- The great body of ma-
nufatturers, uniting in the caufe, will con-
fiderably facilitate and expedite it; and, as I
have already ftated, it is moft fubftantially
their intereft and advantage, ‘and as fuch the
nation’s at large, (except thofe perfons con-
- cerned in the manufaturing neck-yokes, col-
lars, chains, hand-cuffs, leg-bolts, drags,:
thumb- {crews, iron-muzzles, and coffins ; cats,
fcourges, and other inftruments of tortu:e ufed
in the flave-trade). In a fhort tine one fen-
timent alone will prevail, from motives of in-
tereft as well as juftice and humanity. Europe
contains one hundred and twenty millions of
inhabitants. Query — How mrany mnitions
doth Africa contain? Suppoling the Af.icans,

o ' “colletively
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_colletivély and individually, to expend sl a

-,

head in raiment and furnityre yearly when
civilized, &c. an immenfity beyond the reach
of imagination ! - " .
This I conceive to be a theory founded
upon falls, and therefore an infallible one. 1f
the blacks: were permitted to remain in their
own country, they would double themfelves
every fifteen years. In proportion to fuch in-
creafe will be the demand for manufattures.:
Cotton and indigo grow {pontaneoufly in moft
parts of Africa; a confideration this of no
imall cor?fequ,cnce to the manufacturing towns
of Great Britain. Tt opens a moft immenfe,
glorious, and happy profpe&—the- clothing, -
&c. of a continent ten thoufand miles in cir-
camference, and immenfely tich in produc-
‘tions of every denomination in return for ma~

" nufaétures. :

Since the firft publication of my Narrative,
I have .been in a great variety of fcenes in.
many parts of Great Britain, Ireland and Scot-
“land, an account of which might well be added
here*; but this would fwell the volome too
much, I fhall only obferve in general, that, in

% Viz. Some curiousadventures bengath theearth, ina

" river in Manchefter—and a moft aftonithing oné under

the Peak of Derbyfhire—and in, Sept. 1792, I went go fa.
thoms down St. Anthony’s Colliery, at Newcaftle, under '
the river Tyne, fome hundreds of yards on Durham fide.

4 , . . May
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. May 1791, I failed from Liverpoo! to Dublin
where I was very kindly received, and from
thence to Cork, and then travelled over many-
counties in Ireland. I was every where ex-
ceedingly well treated, by perfons of all ranks.

I found the people extremely hofpitable, par-

ticularly in Belfaft, where I took my paffage
- on board of a veflel for Clyde, on the 2gth of
-January, and arrived at Greenock on the 3oth. -

Soon after I returned to London, where I found - -

perfons of note from Holland and Germany,
who. requefted of me to go there; and I was

glad to hear that an edition of my Narrative
had been printed in both places, alfo-in New-
York. Iremained in London till I heard the
debate in the Houfe of Commons on the Slave -
Trade, April the 2d and 3d. I then went to
Soham in Cambridgefhire, and was married on
the. 7th of April to Mifs Cullen, daughter of

James and Ann Cullen, late of Ely*,

~ Ihave only therefore to requeft the reader’s
indulgence, and conclude. I am far from the
vanity of thinking there is any merit in this
Narratiwe: I hope cenfure will be fufpended,
when it is confidered that it was written by
one who was as unwilling as unable to adorn

" - * See Gentleman’s Magazine-for April 1792, Lite-
rary and Biographical Magazine and Britith Review for
May 1792, and the Edinburgh Hiftorical Regifter or
Monthly Intelligencer for Ap.1)a792.

the
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_ the plainnefs of truth by the colourmg of ima-

gination. My life and fortune have been ex-
tremely chequered, and my adventures various.’
Even thofe I have related are confiderably
.abridged. If any incident in this little work
fhould appear uninterefting and trifling to moft -
readers, I can only fay, as my excufe for -
mentioning it, that almoft every event in my ~
life made an impreffion on my mind, and in-

fluenced my conduét I early accuftomed my-
felf to look at the hand of God in the minuteft-:

occurrence, and to learn from it a leflon of

morality and religion; and in this light every

~ circumftance I have r lated was to me.of im-

~portance. After all, what makes any event
important; unlefs by t’s obfervation we be- -

. come better and wifer, and'learn ¢ to do juftly,

¢ to love mercy, and to walk humbly before
¢ God!' To thofe who are poffefled of this
+ fpirit, there is fcarcely any book or incident fo
trifling, that does not afford fome profit, while
to others the experience of ages feems of no
* ufe; and-even to pour out to thera the trea-
‘fures of wifdom is throwing the jewels of in-’
ftruction away. ‘ o

/25N06ﬁ‘
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